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T N T n 0 D U C T I 0 N 


M-Jegexds of bygone Uincs i cveal icondei s and prodigies. 

Of heroes worlhy endless fame, — of malehhss hiavenes , — 

Of jubilees and festal spoi Is, — of feai s and so> i ows gi eat, — 
And hmglits who daring combats fought — the lihe I now j elate 


In Bnrgundie there lived and thiove, a truly handsome maid 
Such as VI all the count ties round — was not, might well be said 
Chriemhilda fan, the maiden higlit, —■ a beauteous dame was she 
On her account did many a Inight, lose life and high dcgicc 


Three iicli and nobly-meaning lings, hci lin and guardians weie, 
Gunthei and Gemot twain weic named — both Inights beyond compaie 
The thud one Gisclhci was called, — young, stiong, and versed in arms 
— These bi other-princes heeding watehed — an only sistci's cliaims 


In Ithenish-Bui gundic they dwell — at IVoims was held then coiiit 
Theie — fiom fai lands fianl-fee to do, did lofty Inights lesoit, 
Who seived life-long with loyalty, and honoinable fames 
Until 7 ight woefully they fell — tin ough sti ife of i oyal dames 

1 



7 


{liiFcn I fic trac than tnolhcr dear— a tccaUhj dame icas she' 

Thctr father, rovnl Danhralh was —he left unto the three 
n lint near 7ik end an ample realm — ere then a stalwart man ' 

II ho tn hts rarhi manhood-days — chtralnc honours wan 

b 

\oir tin joint-hinqs of Bitrgnndtc — as Fee just told to yon, 
ll err ^trnnq and renj raltanl men, with subjects hold and true, 

\nd huqhl’: thrq had of great renown — no better could there be 
1 nr strength of ann and danug deed the pride of chiralry ' 

9 

1 rn ^iteh irat Ilaqcn Tronyic s chief, — and such his broiher-hm 
Hold Ihinhirart — he swift of fool' — and ^leiz horn Ortewin, 

HrftdcK — the margrarcs eminent Garic and Lchcwarl , 

\nd I olc’trr brace of Ahcic so sliUcd vi crery art 


10 

llu'udi — chirf-Ktcward was, and cl,c a hnight of good report 
‘^ttidoK and Iliinolt hi, rinse held — high office at the court 
'Ion nnr ilu re leere many else of far extended fame 
tiithui ihi nnfm — hut they arc sooth too manifold to name 

1 1 

I'll d '“itrl i-i s I iiirshal — and his I, in (own sister f son nioreo er) 
r/'* ri Invit Orttwin of Vet: was royal Giinllicr s sewer 
^1 'hdt eiphu’rei to the I inqs — was Liiight of great import, 
t f f inhfrti III was Hi noil lien all hononnny the court 



THE LAY OP THE LAST NIBEIUMERS. 


LEGEND I 


ShoiDVig how Chricmhilda dreamed — also ii eating of jinnee Siegfned’s 
departiiic ftoin the Netherlands and ainml at Worms 


1 

CniUEsmiLDA, innocent as fair — di earned as night whiled away, 

That she a noble falcon mewed for many an anxious day, 

But soaung it was fiercely clutched, by walhful eagles twain 
— That she, entranced, must see it torn, did cause her heartfelt pain 

2 

Awake — she to hei mother went, and told her frightful dream. 

To solve It thus, and then and theie, — it Utie did beseem 
‘The falcon thou didst foster so, a noble knight may be? 

‘Heaven guard Ins life! oi ere long time, he’ll die through treacheiy ’ 

3 

‘Oh, hint not at the nuptial-tio — dear mother' unto me, 

‘For I, by every wooing knight would unaccosted be 
‘My beauty — as a loyal maid. I’ll ctuvj to the gia\e, — 

‘That so no husband bring me woe — however bland and biaAC ’ 

1 * 
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4 

‘Ucjcci not so dccidecll'^ ’ — she said "mth tenderness 
‘V, onld^t, -uliilc on earth ray graceful child' true joy of heart possess? 

‘ ‘'uch onh flows from husband’s love,— thoult be a matchless wife I 
‘(tod CTont to ihcc a \aliant chief — of rare and spotless life’ — 

5 20 
Ju‘;t then there h\cd I’th’ rvctherlands, a rich king’s son and heir 

(King Siegisnuind his father A^as — the queen, Sieghnda fair) 

Their ca':llc-l)urgh — a noble pile, was far and wndely famed 
It beetled o or the lower Rhine, and Santen it was named 

6 21 

Now tell 1 how that \ahant knight — of beauty passing great, 
l’rc'=er\cd hmiself from spot or stain, despite an adverse fate 
I’otcnlnl, and of high rcimte, soon w'aved the daring man 
lit lla ' what lasting wTcalhs of fame, he quickly wan 

7 22 
This wortln jmiice was Siegfried called — a knight right w’ell inclined, 
Mho Mtiiptl currouadmg i calms, with dauntlcssncss of mind, 

Slid throm.h abounding strength he rode, o cr strange and distant ground 
llrthi ' what bra\c and acti\c knights, in Burgundic he found 

8 4o 

Idem to gnef or pasvmg pnng did Siegfried’s heart birth, 
t ofi( iiliiiiLS die prince had heard of maiden of high worth, 

Mho dwi It in Iturgundie and was — the fanw form of thought 

— who ( re long to him ranch jo\, and ckc imicli sorrow brought 

9 H 

lilt p-H'-t''. nfluT hmutv Ind been sounded fai and near, 

\I' > tl ■ m Ktii lofis mind and Mrlnous diameter 
\\ ■ r 1 1 »un t > in m\ a \ ilnnt knight who nuptnl blessings sought 
t’ 1 1 '■.nu' t Im ts of wooing go, ..1^ Gunther's court 



Ilowo’cr willi zeal llie suitoimg ciowd, conveisod of love and bliss, 
Clirierahilda’s heart lemamed untouched — it nevei throbbed a ‘yes 
In fa^oul of a single knight — -whalever his renown 
He who heieaftei gamed hei hand, was yet to her unknown I 

11 

When that his fiiends and comiados saw, his puipose was to wed. 
They counselled that the maid which ho unto high-altai led, 

Should bo of dignity — that so — his bnth might not bo shamed 
Then said the gallant Siegofiied — ‘Ghiiemhilda! is she named ’ 

12 

The lumour of this hoai t-aflair, soon i cached king Siegmund’s ears 

— It being buzzed about the court his mmd was filled with feais 
When all the sloiy was disclosed — foi he was sore afraid 

Ills son would resolutely \^oo, that famed and splendid maid 

13 

And when ’twas told to Siogehnd — the queen so rich and mild, 

She great anxiety cnduied, ’bout him, hci gallant child 

Foi well she knew king Gunthei’s couit, — also his stalwart men, 

All theicfoic tiled to tuin his mind fiom wooing theio and then 

14 

At length thus spake sii Sicgefncd — ‘0 father ! dear to mo, 
‘Unleagued to any noble dame I’ll now and cvei bo, 

‘If m my couitship I’m lesUained fiom wooing her I love ’ 

He so lesolved, and kept his woid to waip him many stiOAO 

15 

‘If that bo thy well-weigbed intent,’ said Siegmund in good part 
‘Then acquiesce I m thy wish, with all a poient’s heart, 

‘And ^^^ll thy firm lesoh e to speed — do what a monaich can 

— Thou’It find at royal Gunthei’s coiuf, full many a haughty man ’ 
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l! ro o-'c ct'C— ? n-’gcn bo\^ n most impenous ebtor. 

^\ I . ".’cr s' om 0 ^ cOu-th ^ony; can Avor\ a world of gnof 
T1 ^rc‘'c’-o 1 ^^cIl m\ bode m s'np — ard keenly feel afraid 
Ti 1 . 1 1 1 ul we dero'-nd tbe fdr and st.''tely n-^ld 

l~ 

e'l ret fr’^trito oar .r>onl\ — said Sieg'ned 'ontb d sd'^h: 
n " b\ n; dne^i I cm . win — or by bold corrls^p gain 
1 “V ’ p’lv.-v V- in •mite of hie b\ p~ov\ess of iny b^nds: 

— I ’ uro't ‘ro n bi a b\ force o'" arms, b = subjects nrd bis Imds 

IS 

I'm vpiV .0 '1 ' ro\ '1 Siogi'm ■"'d Tny speecb gives pnln lo me: 
I o- \t ll'"’ i'toii bv cbmcc get w^nd wit'^in f'-’r Burgund.e- 
1' ■' I wo \i'i roi be r.dowed lo ao — wub ^ eaes or alone: 

«. V 

tii I ’ I ' -’•'d Gor^of '>v to ne ^rce eiriv dnvs well known 




1 ? 

^ '' m' 1 ''i c’^ipt ''\ !o-ce to woo ti nt beaiitv' of Borgnnd' 
— . \ol c^> 0 ''v been to\l — added kinc S em^mtird 

* v. »» 

r ’ Vk G ^ 1 w 'u so'n' oliO'Cn knigbts pnv vns t to tbit had 
d- wc ')v\e W' ' rc-’d Iv — porfora wb'>t 1 cemmind . 


T' 

T 


.0 

1 ' I \ '1 bv- o ^ed ^ re — rejo rod keen S’ecofned 

V , ’ 1 ^ 




I\ 


’ ' Id ’'c tbe-e wi 1 be I .do need 
en cn I — 


'■ V ’ t CM w b 1 ’ e r " le 


; \ « 


‘•'■''■'"u b — we ib! ^ue i n 1 o-'o' r p n 


.1 

' 1 ' .1 ( '■ I — o- I ' " v> o\ c'wvbolm 
‘ ‘ ’ K-'Ji " 1 1 v ' * G reilri 

' r.d ^ -0 1 b ' '''dv boa cl tbee 


V V o 


‘t. di \ 
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^o\v did aiii\c the tune ^\hon they should stmt foi Buigundic, 

'\^ hicli filled the lieails of sues and dames M'lth keenest agony 
Lest some of tliem should not return — unto then country moio 
—The knights bid i cm the neighing steeds, then ni ms the suinpters boi c 

23 , 

Those hcioes fell the fare\^ cll-pang — and many a maiden cued 
— Tin of opinion such fond hcaits too truly pi ophcsic3, 

Tlial man^ of their dailing fi lends would meet untimely fate 

Tliey had full cause to ^^ccp and wail — foi theirs pioved misery gicat 

21 72 

On inonimg of the sc\cnlh full day — these bold knights did appear 
Fore Worms upon the Rhenish stiand tlieir Aery splendid geai 
Was \\o\en suits of iiiddy gold, — then bndleiy did shine 

— Sir Sicgfiied and his gallant knights advaneed m equal line 

25 73 
Their bucklers wac of fiimcst make — embossed and large ol bound, 
The biillianl helms of Sicgfiied’s men, /lashed dazzling rays aiound, 

As they then stately piogiess made — into king Gunthei's land, 

— So gloiiously altiied and hoised — was never knightly band 

26 ' 74 

Then SAsoids of more than usual length, did reach unto the spui, 

And each selected wanior poised a stout steel headed spcai , 

Two spans m giilh at handle-end, had that which Siegfiied bore. 

With its keen edges might be made gashes foi spouting goie 

27 7o 
The gilded icinings of their steeds each held in devtei hand. 

The poiliell bands wcio made of silk — so trod they Gunthei’s land 
Theie, did the people one and all, begin to staio and peei 
Many of Gunthei’s seiving-men lan out as they diew neai 
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28 

The ^lateh men of Bnrgundic— esquire as well as knight, 

Vdvnnccd to meet them as was fit,— morco'er Twas courtly right 
Tliat the% with prompliludc should greet, such visit to their lord 
Till \ co'cd the strangers of their steeds and shields wth one accord, 

29 

\nd A\ould the horses to the stalls \silh courtesy convey, — 

Hot ^^ipgfncd checked their good intent, and thus to them did say 
I ( l 'hide tlic cteeds belonging to myself and \ahant band' 

It ina\ so be we ndc anon — av,av, from Gunther’s land 

30 7S 
— To him who knows and will rcpl\ — I beg that he informs, 

Where the bold potentate resides, if not just now at \Yorms‘^ 

‘ — Onnlhcr, that good and wealthy king, of fruitful Burgundie'’ 

Till non one spake witli rcad^ word — and much cnility 

31 79 

if \oii would epeak our '=:o^ercIgn lord, — that can forthwith befall 

1 him not an hour ago, within the castle-hall 

Ainid'i in' ciiicfs for ^alour famed — ad\ancc and enter m! 

AonU find with him ‘■onic splendid knights, whose fa^ our you may won'* 

32 so 
Till lnlm_s reaclmd kme Gunther*: cars as he in council sat, 

111* . (! uiiuh kiiialit*- toWorin^hadcoinc — but whcnccnone told, andlhat 
H ir ’ ippninlnn nlc were superb — drc::scs and armoun. ' 

'^.r. .1. r i'i> \ wt ri miknown to all within fair Burgundie 

33 SI 
i h I ' - d i nnr\ 1 1 M in. mm h who these strange knights could be, 

-I 1(1 ( such resplendence, 
t' 1 ll ir hmlhr-- \ i r» '•o compassing 

) 1 f < Oil'd _i\( hmi count did sorcK vex the kine 
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Theicfoic to Gunther thus did speak the Metz hoin Ortewiu, 

(Renowned and wealthy knight was he — and Hagen’s neai akin) 

‘Since then uniccognized they aic by an^’’ that heie be, — 

‘Let page be sent to Hagen bold, that he the men may see 

35 83 
‘My uncle doth the kingdoms know — of every foieign land 

‘To him they will not stiangeis prove — he’ll fell us whence the band ’ 
The king desiied that he should come, togethei wth his men 

— The stately Hagen and his knights, soon came within his ken 

36 84 

Of why the king had sent foi him? pioud Hagen question made 
‘Because aie come unto our comt — sfiange knights,’ king Gunther said, 
‘Whom none about us know to name * —now Hagen, if awaie 
‘Of who they arc, oi whence they come? — the truth to me declare’ 

37 85 
‘That will I do'’ bra^e Hagen said — then to the window went, 

And towaids the spot wheie stood the guests, his rolling eyeballs bent 

— Then di esses and war-unplcments did please him M’ell I ween, 

Yet he confessed, in Burgundio the like ho had not seen 

38 S6 
Said he, ‘come how oi whence they may, unto our Rhenish states, 

'They aic foi sooth tine piinces born — or loyal delegates' 

‘Stout aie the horses they have lodc, and then apparel’s good 
‘Fiom whatsoe\cr land they come — they are of genfle'blood' 

39 S7 
‘I’m fain to own, though tia\ oiled much, beyond oui Buigundic, 

'It ne’ci befell by any chance, that I did Sicgliied sec 
‘A'et will I A ouch on best belief — not doubting I am right, 

‘Tliatyondei stately studing chief — is he, that valiant knight' 
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40 

Tlicrcforc I counsel (liat ihe prince be courteously received, 

‘ \ri<l wc (Icsf r\c not such rebuke as be deals out when grieved 
Ins form of finest mould, induces courtesy' 

‘ — lit Ins ofTcctcd b\ bis arm— rare feats of potency’ 

41 103 

Then snid the ruler of the Rhine ‘IIis coming here is good' 

'Th.it he IS bold, and high of mind, I long have understood 
‘Miirh gracionsncss be shall rccci\c, whilst on our Rhenish ground ’ 

— Then went the ro\al Gunther forth, to where he Siegfried found 

12 104 

*'0 wfll (lid Ounlhcr and his chiefs, receuc the ^aVrous loiight — 

That nothing lachcd of courteSN from warriors left and right 
'^ir ‘•K gfried also boued to them — with graceful courtcousness, 
liocaiise their welcome bore the stamp, of hearty openness 

43 lOj 

‘I nnr\f I much’ — king Gunther said, with kindly courlcs\'^ 

‘NMnt Ins mduerd prince Sicgtfricd — to iisit Burgundie, 

'Or nthi r, wh.il the hero <-orks at Worms upon the Rhino'^’ 

Tin gu( ‘■t imdc answc’r to the king — 'the reason I'll assign ’ 

11 

I f/t niimr did he ir with j(n whiKi m in\ fatherland, 

111 i .It \our comt upon the Rliinc — and midst ^our \assal hand, 
t n. d Iir ui knights, ,md that jinl now, at orms resided some 
^^h ) ir. til pudo of cliu.ilr\ ' — to see them I am come 

1 * 

^ th 1 * (inmhi r hru\( — is famt d for martial spoi t. 

\ 'i h"'-. of K fill, nt tiinos (!espr\ os such high 1 eporl 
^^1 i ' ’ ‘d'" . till RIiiiio lunch prano on him bestow 
** ' I 'T ri — unUl that triuh I know 


10 ' 
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*16 108 

‘Myself, a Lnight — but soon a crown must press upon my biowl 
‘Ilcnco I would have that you admit, and publicly avow, 

‘That I with valid right possess — the people and the land 
‘ — My honoui and my head are staked on pi owess of my hand 

47 109 

‘If you ha\e daring — as ’tis said by widely spread report, — 

‘Then, W'lthout leave or counselling of any one, oi couit, 

‘I’ll wiest horn you m mortal light — all that you’ve made your owm 
‘ — Yom lands and buighs must subject be — to me, and me alone ’ 

4S ns 

The chief of Metz, bla^e Ortcw'in — now' loudly called foi sw'ords. 

He — Tron-jie Hagen’s sister’s son — w'as more for deed than woids 

— That Hagen so long silent was, astounded Ortew'in 

— Bra-\e Gemot thought it time to soothe — and thus he did begin 

49 119 
Addressing him of Metz, he said *thy violence suppiessl 

‘Such shall not loyal Siegefncd receive through W’antonness 
‘ Wc yet may pait on kindly terms, with pioper courtesy 
‘ — ’Tw'erc belter ho leniaincd oui fiiend — than leave with enmity’ 

50 1 .0 
Then did the stalwait Hagen say ‘sooth pain to me has flowed, 

‘Eke to -^oui band of gallant knights — that he to Rhine has rode 
‘EmI to bleed, and strife to slii — unwise is such assay 
‘Om licgc loids haie not treated bun — m ludc unseemly W'ay'’ 

51 I > I 

Sii Sicgefiicd — the valiant knight, to Hagen then replied 
‘If what I’n c said displeases so, sir Hagen’s loRy pride, 

‘Then wall I give e’en him to know — how that these hands of mind' 

‘Aie ready agents to effect — great doings on the Rhine’’ 
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52 123 

‘Ln^ccmK were bostililics’’ said Gemol calnungly 

‘Twoiild Lnng sure death to many a knight, of -well tried braver^', 

‘CauMng to US but little fame — to you small gam I ween’’ 

— Stout Sicgcfned — kmg Sicgmunds son, rejomed m accents keen, 

53 124 

‘How ’ — hc'italcs sir Bacon brave‘s — and eke sir Ortewm^ — 

‘Wi\ ha'te tbc^ not onto the field with all their friends and km, 

‘Of which lhe\ ha^c such multitudes, — wrhy are they all so mule‘s’ 

— ^onc epake — for Gemot had adsised avoidance of dispute 

54 12G 

Tiicn said Burcundia’s wealth\ kmc — ‘that which affords our land 
■ '\iiil %ou with noble feelings ask) be vours, at vour command 
share with \ou our best, and be — as of one brotherhood’’ 

Thereat was lofi\ Sicgcfned — of somewhat gentler mood 

55 127 

Tiitn wa- brought in and aptl\ placed — their knighthood’s cosily gear, 
\n(l ruom- appointed him and his — such as did meet appear 
■ — The '^i.mnts loo of Sicgcfned, were bedded damin\ 

\f t r th it tunr the stranger was — well liked m Burgundie 

5G J20 

Ti)< f in» •'ltd hi' attendants made amusements frccK flow 
1 1 ’’ t’ luJs-.uhlcUc -ports — Siccfncd ranked first 1 trow, 

1 • ' 1 1 it hi* did — the lilc could none — he was so ^cry strong 
’^'i ‘I r th \ nr,i d the whi77inc shaft — or whistling pebble flung' 



LEGEND II 


Sliotniig how the Sarou’i and Danes dcclaie icai against the Bnrgnndians 
during Sicqfncd's nut to Gnnthci Stegfned aids the BurgnmUans, and 

captures two hings 


ft” 138 

No^^, at king Gunther’s coiiit ai rived, accounts fioni distant lands, 

By messengers '\^ho were dispatclied puisuant of commands 
Fiom clnefs unknown who bore them hate, and were to war inclined 
The folk vhen they the message heaid — c\pciicnccd grief of mind 

58 139 

Gne eai, and I amII tell to you, who these same bold knights woio 

The one a chieflam iich and pioud, bight Saxon Ludogor 

The othei was of Dennemaik — yclept king Ludogast 

They bi ought with them upon the maich, fiicnds who werono’ersmpassed 

59 110 
These messengeis, ns said befoie — m fmlheinnco of command 

Tiom his antagonists, — with speed auivcd m Gunther’s land 
The gaping people flocked to know, if they brought tidings good 
Anon the men weic usheied in, and ’foic King Gunther stood 

CO 111 

The king leceived them couitcously —‘I gicct ye I so diaw neai 
‘Of whence you come — and by whom sent? — I’mnow'picparedtp hear 
‘Speak boldly out, and tell the tinth>’ the messengers lecoiled, 

Foi (hey piesagcd fioni Gunthei’s look — that Gunthei’s angei boiled 
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Cl 143 

r V 't’f c' '»o 1 p'TT/ir-ion firrifit, ifist V/C v<ilh (rath relate 
Ti '• rn^ j;;;'" IikIj " e lutlier bnng — v,e1l netliiri" fiH to ‘■tote 
T!)‘ I . lo''^ *' 1 0 fit IF liT^', to puhli^li their eornrrwrirl?, 

I 'I -Fi'l — v/iio roe^n to V/a‘-to \otirljrifle 

Ci 1 <3 

Tl <• ' V r.i’h ■■ or/ve raento ‘1, — ‘■o heard V/O in dehate — 

W d ito r to^e do iho'e po'entolf s intend you direful h<4te' 

Tt f'. j oyio-e to ur, ade ■' our realm, 1>% iridreh direet on Worm‘‘, 

A t '1 ' '’\t r] \r^ t ho", of I r(i;^hto' — lh‘Tefore hethmh of t‘ rme 

C? 

'A id f’l t r]’,f < (I <- Ur c‘Tto,nto — ho ’Hitie- hr mn' 

♦ O 

' 0 , h 3 - I *// 1 fn'’ 1 !'!= 'I' d '* 0 . 1 * ali-e-, C/jII th‘ ir e-'-i-toriee in, 

Ti ' d ‘ ^ m !; h‘’p j ^ 3.1 * 0 ir l>.jr,4h- from ee'lr3in O'yerthrov/' 

— V , }• t tto {., r. f/ Vi o'7'i= (f ‘ roll }r , right ^lOt^ I trov. ^ 

ei 

‘ /d /3 j her I'l r 1 ‘ fo- [F. ee'' — ht ‘^ueh n =ol,e af/jie.ir, 
f ' *' 0 0 'h f Osh'e rof - .irn.e oo .o ir fror tier — 

' ' - ^ 'to tyy, : f -f , .J «-7,/-,ycI, .if d TO lo’i of rending gyiof 
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67 152 

The king’s heart was light soiTOwful, and careworn was his mien, 

When by a young and dauntless laiight he happened to be seen, 

Who, knowing nought of what had passed, oi M^hat disturbed him so. 

Did beg of Gunther to impart — the news, and whence his woe 

68 153 

‘I marvel much ’ so said the knight — ‘at what Fm forced to see! ' 
‘What’s got the unembariasscd look, and bland hilaiity, 

‘Wherewith you blessed your splendid couit — and gave to all delight?’ 
— Thus answered Gunthci, Burgund’s king, and most accomplished knight 

69 134 
'I cannot tell to all the world, the woe that weighs me down, 

‘No, I must carry in my hi cast — what much aCfects my ciown 
‘ — Heart-soiTOw s can alone be told to km and tiust^^ friends^’ 

Sir Siegfried’s colour went and came which s-junpathy portends 

70 135 

Said he ‘l’\e not denied you aid — or sought to shun assent! — 

‘Without request Fll stiive to wend, the cause of your lament, 

‘Seek you the help of potent friends? — I’ll piovc a comrade fast 
‘If feud? — rU end it gloriously, oi m it bicathe my last’ 

71 136 

‘God piospei you, lord Siegefiiccl' your woids much comfort bring 
‘E’en should "^our siicngth and biOAciy, aiail not’ — said the king — 

‘I still shall kno\^ by ■\^hat you’^e said — you bear me true regard 
‘ — If I sur\uc this state of things — rely on high le'nard’ — 

72 i,,T 
‘Noa^ will I tell you \\hat it is — has made me so distraught 

‘From t^^am swoin foes of potency, a message has been brought, 

‘That they intend to MSit me, -VNitli hostile horse and foot' 

‘This land to such cnibariassmcnl — was ne’er b^ knighthood put ’ 
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Soon as those emissaries came within the Dane-kmg’s tent, 

And Ludogast had heaid horn them the answer that was sent, 

With all then passing on the Rhino and at the Bmgund comt, 

He grieved to think that Gunther should have answei cd in like soil ' 

so 

They fuither said, ‘m Gunthei’s pay is many a valiant knight, 

‘And ’mongst the rest, of high lepute foi supoihuman might — 

‘One Sicgfiied o’ the Netheilands — of lank and bcaiing too’’ 

— King Ludegast was much distuibed when ho that tiding knew 

81 

Soon as the Danish chieftains heard what was to apprehend, 

They doubly pressed then fiiends at home, increase of foicc to send 
So that eio long king Ludegast had twenty thousand men 
The Burgund wai to ontei on — all i oady thoi c and then 

82 

Moieovoi Savon Ludegci leciuiled moie and moie, 

Until ho forty thousand had upon his mustci-scoie 
To ovoiiun the peaceful icalm of vine-clad Buigundic 
Also king Gunthei was aleit — to musici speedily 

83 

‘I counsel that at Worms you stay’’ said Siegfiied to the king, 

‘Smeo all youi knights do iidc \Mth me — unto this combatting 
‘There, calm the ladies of yoiu house, and be of lofty mind, — 

‘I tiust myself to guaid yoin lealm, and fame, — as you Mill find! 

84 

‘To those M'ho thicat a Msiting, and say tlieyil hithci loam, 

‘I’ll piovo a M'aidcn vigilant, and make them keep at home 
‘ — We’ll maich foithMitb, and cairy M'ai beyond then boundary , 

‘So shall then insolence descend to keen aii\ict% 
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85 

Kins Gunther's men through Hessia rode, on way to Saxony , 
here aficraards a fight began of dread mtensit}^ 

I!n fire, and snord, and foraging, the Saxon land was scourged, 
noth Dane and Sax soon found themselves beyond their liking urged 

86 178 

Said Siegfried, ‘I Mill on before — that I the foo may see' 

‘ I illing m^ self the foremost post, I’ll search advisedly 
‘l/nlil for certain I do knoM, M'herc those stout knights abide ’ 

Sieghnda’s son was quickly armed — and well cquipcd to nde 

87 180 
1 roin rising ground he saM adiance great numbers o’er the field, 

Tlic\ came in force like breadths of com M'hich to the breezes yield, 

— I nil forl\ thousand martial men, and that not at the most 
''ir Siegfried saM Math jo-^ous heart the foemen’s numerous host 

88 181 

\bo a knight belonging to the enemy, xvas there, ” 

\\ ho had selected that same height for vigilant beware 

lie Siegfried san — and Siegfried him,- — both glared intensely hard 

Then each Milh groMing Mrath began to stand upon his guard 

89 182 
t II ilU Miu of the slrangci, mIio kept Match upon the height 

lb had upon liis arm a siiicUl of gold, Mhich shone most bright, 

Tmus 1 uilcga'-l the Danish king, mIio heeding Matched his host 
— The gnll-int Siegfried rode at him, Mitliout or Mord, or boast 

90 183 

\iul 1 till g ivt ‘•iiiuiUani.on'iK designing so on him, 

I kli plud With ‘•ptir bi8 tliarger's side one purpose governed them' 

1 III tr ‘•111. Ids Ii\ (lint of dext rou«; strength ihrcM olT the pointed lancc 
--Till Daiu -kiii‘_ ( re the cnnib it closed, befell right Moeful cliancc 



19 


91 


1S4 


Their steeds, responding to the spur, left arrow-speed behind. 

So that those hostile heroes met like adverse gusts of wind, 

Then did they both with knightly art wheel round — and, without Avords, 
The wTathful twain, as if agreed, drew forth their flammg swords 

92 18S 

The heavj’’ blows, which Siegfried dealt, thorough the landscape rung 
They started from king Lud’gast’s helm, as though he brand had swmng, 
A crow'd of sparks, — which seemed to flow from mighty Siegfried's arm 
— Each smite told keener on the foe, and caused him fresh alarm 


93 


186 


Eke Ludegast dealt out such strokes as might make brave knight peld. 
But Siegefried, with wondrous skill, took each upon his shield; 

Then thirty’’ men of Lud’gast’s band, perceiving what was done, 

Made haste to help, — but ere they came, the dual-fight was won 

94 iss 
He sued for life, and tendered straight his burghs and ample lands 

Said he, ‘king Ludegast submits to your more potent bands!’ 

— Just then arrived the Danish knights, who long had seen the spite 
T\Tierewith the tw o had combatted upon th’ adjacent height 

95 190 
Now, of those thirty, Iw'ent^'’ nine, he ver^' quickly slew 

The one he spared, who gladsomely back to his comrades flew 
Taking a woe-begone account of what had happed, I ween* 

— The truth of the report he brought — might on his helm be seen’ 


96 


The men of Denmark loudly w ailed, when told of who were dead, 
And more so when they were mformed ‘The kmg is captive led’’ 
— "When such his martial brother heard — he raAed like one insane 
For loss of him to Ludeger, was more than hundreds slam 
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The Ihirgimd knights i\crc lohl to bind the banner to the spear 
\n(l Siegfried shouted to Ins friends, ‘cheer up' the foe is near' 

•If I do h\c— before the light of this da^’s sun be gone, 

\\ ell gi\c some Sa\on mothers cause, to \Msb they ne'er had borne 

9S isi 

Ic warriors of the fiiiilful Rhine' be bold and folloiv me, 
fertec I lead -vou to tlic foe — king Lud’gers -^eomaniy" 

There will -von ecc hclni-hcwing rare, b'^ most heroic hands 

— Wo (urn not till wchc drubbed the foe, and scattered all his bands'’ 

99 19C 
llie% now .uhanced a thousand strong, — thereto tw'clve heroes good 
The duel bcean to use in clouds throuirhoul the line of road 

Mlu rcon tlie\ maichcd to meet the foe — some took the open field 
Ihen caw one inan\ ,i glittering spear, and many a fulgent shield 

100 198 

Ring Gunthers captains led their men with courage to the fight 
Viion, sir Sicgcfncd armed, walh that small band of might 
IMiich from llic ^clhcrlaIlds he brought, when he to Burgund came 

— That daN saw inan\ a gor\ hand grasp at the wTcalh of fame' 

lot 201 

Till knights ofDenmark, nothing loath, fought b^a^cl\ in the field, 
t)nt he ird tlinr blows f ill hcaMl\ on man\ a Burgund shield 
Vtid iinin a broken kccn-cdaed sword upon the grass did he 
— Till bri\t of h i\on\ likewise, did combat manfiilK 

102 202 

N\bf ti> M t (.niitber- kinehts pressed on — tlie\ ga^c the foe no law, 

\nd I \i nwlu ri win n ruilclnons flashed, one ea])ing gashes saw 
111 l.nr'i V fi ink- mil - iddle-clnlhs dnpped streams of Iniiig blood 
111.! ' <! ninth - !\ fur linmairs (kt^ the wamiig knighthood stood 
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Thus were (he hosts on eilbei side engaged in despeiate deed, 

When they o’lh’ Nclheilands came up at height of courseis’ speed, 

Led by theu biave and potent loid, who dashed amid the foe 
The twelve wlh Sicgefried laid on — right gallantly, I tioAv 

104 

None of the knights of Buigundie dared follow m his wake 
One plainly saw, wheie’ei he lode, was left a ciimson lake, 

Fed by the sanguine gashes, which he dealt to all around 
At length he Lud’gei at the head of his biave liegemen found 

105 

A^Tien potent Lud’gei was awaie, who ’twas that led the band. 

And still was deahng slaughter out with ‘Balmung" in his hand. 

Shewing with dead and dying men the giound o’er which he rode, 

The Saxon king o’eiboiled with w’rath, — w'hich dieadful clash forebode’ 

106 , 207 

Then follow'ed a Uemendous rash, and clashing clank of swoid, 

Foi all the knights on eithei side — mixed, as of one accoid, 

That made the chiefs moie urgent stiU, to battle hand to hand 
(The bands on eithei side gave space) theu rage defied command ' 

107 209 
Kmg Lud’gei wielded wmll his gla\e, and smote with giant foice 

So that beneath him tiembled much sii Siegfiied’s stalwwt horse ’ 
Although It staggeied with each blow^ — it did its lord sustain 
— Siegfiied the heio, through this fight, did dieaded name attaini 

108 2 1 1 
Just then king Ludegei peicened, that on opponent’s arm 

Was shield with blazoned ciowm iheieon, — such put him in alarm, 

— He knowing of a tiuth that now he fought with Siegefned 
Shouted aloud to all his liiends — and thus expressed his need 
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109 2«5 
‘Comrades, and all bcncalh din rale, desist from further strife, 

‘Tor 1 Nc encountered Siegmund’s son — Re seen him on my life’ 
‘Sicsfncd the strong l\c recognized be'^ond a shade of doubt 
‘The dc’il Inmsclf has sent him here— my Saxon troops to routl’ 

110 216 
To =tnkc the (lag, and sla\ the fight, ^^as done at his command 

He ciicd for peace, — the v,hich, erelong, v.as granted to his band, 

Ipon condition that himself should Gunthers prisoner be 
— Ml line did Sicgfncds prowess gam from hing of Saxony 

111 IM 

After collcclnc council held — the contest xsholK ceased, 

\nd man^ a battered helm and shield, from dutx was released 
Then iwas obsened, that most of them were larcelv stained with gore, 
Drawn liN the braic of Burgundic, from Bane and Saxon store 

112 219 

Tiie 1), mi'll chi\alr\ rode home, without success or fame, 

\nd the ^tout Saxons, truth to tell, acquired no glonoiis name 
‘'iich a«: wat; worthx gen’ral praise' — that xcxed the matchless knight 
— The Iturgund heroes mourned such fnends as perished in the fight 

113 221 

M 1 ipnti' iml spoib of war anon, were sent off to the Rhme, 

Ml nohU 'itrugelcd for, and gamed, b\ cnergx of thine — 
r ''uvefni il' — and were in troth, lh\ lox-al xalour’s dower 
‘'.ich w I-, ndmittcd readily In all Burgundia’s power 

in 22 

t ni ifiui^-yni'h' hki huhtning flew — their tidinus when received 
tf dp')-, Will Hti\ojo\ ind io\e, who jmt before had gneved, 

*' '4t « d-fi ni' i"U' Ind the news — tint mirth and glee prc\ ailed 
— It' \ir\ !>.' '' (Ttht court wo lid h nc the news detailed' 
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When fiom her chambei Chriemhild saw a running youth diaw near, 

In accents only known to her — she thus his heart did cheer, 

‘If thou dost bring me pleasing news. I’ll give thee gold to spend 1 
‘And if it prove the pious tiuth — I’ll always he thy fiiendl’ 

116 226 
‘Illustrious daughter of a king I — the honest truth I’ll tell 
‘None rode into the battle-throng so bravely and so well, 

‘As that right noble stranger-knight, who came from Netherland 
‘ — The gi eatest deeds that then tookplace, were done by Siegfried’s hand ' 

117 229 

‘Before him fell m mortal strife betrothed of many a bnde 
‘His blows cleft helm and head at once, of those who dared abide 
‘The pools he left of reeking goie — might hero fill wth fright 
‘ — In every way and everywhere, he proved the choicest knight 

118 235 
‘Most gracious and exalted dame' — the fame-feats of the war, 

‘From first to last, and last to first — all which the people saw — 

‘Were done in manner chivaliic by gallant Siegfried’s hand 
‘ Moreo’ei he sends of highest rank stout captives to this land 

119 236 
‘By skill and stiength he soon subdued the warlike Danish king 

‘Stout Ludegast retains the wounds of that days combatting' 

‘Also his brother captive is — the Saxon Ludeger 
‘Still hearken, lady, to the tale of humble messenger' 

120 237 

‘The Dane and Sax were both enthralled by valiant Siegfried’s hand 
‘So large a tiophy-tiam ne’er i cached famed Worms upon the strand, 

‘As that now drawing neai the Rhine, won by his braveries ’ 

— The truthful tidings did, indeed, the fair Chriemhilda please! 
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Then ‘•nul ihc lo^cK-onc, 'good sooth' thou hast brought joy to me, 

‘And for tin recompense shaltha^c nch suit of livery, — 

‘ Mnreo cr ten rudd^ marks of gold I add unto the same ’ 

— \o ^^ondcr messenger with glee takes news to wealthy dame 

122 212 
>ow w,!-; dealt out to him the com, also the splendid dress 

The comely waiiing-niaids thereon, did to the wandow^s press, 

To ‘=00 if on the public load they horsemen could espie 

— \ tioop of lho'^c \ietonous knights soon met enquinng eye' 

123 243 

The healthful and the strong tame first, — the wounded later came 
Who well might hear the jon of friends without a sense of shame' 

King Gunther rode to meet his guests, with heart to glee mchned 

— ^o ended happiK the war, that long had gnc\cd his mind 

121 244 

He \\» luuiied his \ieloiious men, — the stranger troop also — 

In m. (liner such as did hcsccra so rich a king, I Irow’, 

111 mkmg them all most graciousK (that seemed his present care) 

1 or Inviii'p foufiht. ami nohly won, a battle so scNcre 

t25 24 j 

Till II did king (luntlier ask icport from heroes at his side, 

Ofthosi win,, in ilns Sa\on war, had nobl'^ fought and died 
it\ ''in li ii did ippc II that lie had lost but si\l) men 
" wt In .ir loss of heroes now — so bore thc^ losses then 

12C 

lln '■mm n.dli, ,1(1, s hi ought with them full inan\ a fractured shield, 

\I d 0. tiA t In III, ll, ,l 1, , 11 , red was, (o make its ownci Mcld 
lie W lun.,^ I.nl, up to the Inll— and there thcN did alight 
t" km-I si V , I Av ,s .;i, outings of delight 
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The knights were quartered daintily at hostels m the town, 

And nobler guests were enlerlauied by him who wore the crown 
He towards the maimed and sickly knights displayed pecuhm caie, 
Making his giief foi wounded foe in kindly acts appeal 

128 248 
Then said the king to Ludegasl, ‘you’re welcome, sir, to Woims! 

‘ Through fault of thine I’ve suffered much — and mightforce pinching tei ras ' 
‘But I’m repaid, if quiet now piove peimancntly gained 

— ‘Heaven recompense my gallant fiiends, who so my cause sustained ’ 

129 2 ) D 
‘You well may thank them, potent sirl’ said Lud’gei somewhat soie, 

‘Foi such high captives never came to Bmgundie before 1 

‘That wo get gentle seivice done — full pa^unent we piopose, 

‘And beg that you’ll vouchsafe to act light knightly towaids your foes ’ 

130 250 
, ‘I will,’ said Gunther, ‘that you both have body hbeity, 

‘Remaining tiuly heie at Woims — on own-word custody, 

‘And that you do not plot escape fiom this oui Buigund-land, 

‘In enmity, — theieof give pledge!’ — ICing Lud’gei gave liis hand 

131 25- 
Sii Siogfiied now would bid faiewell to Buigundio and cion^ti 

When that his wll and purpose was unto king Gunther kno^^■n, 

He begged of him most piessingly to taiiy yet a space 

— The knight agiced, not having seen as yet Chriemhilda's face 

132 25S 

So iich was gallant Sicgefricd, that gift might cause offence. 

Yet none had gieatei title to leward and recompense' — 

But he found giaco and faAOui with the king, and those beside. 

Who saw him in the battle’s dm, when cropping focmen’s pude 
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S/ioinii(/ how Siegfried was vifiodiiced to Chriemhlda for the first time 

134 264 
One sa\\ knights daily, more and more, come riding by the Rhine, 

\11 guests, -nho to the festival did joyously incline 

To those, ^^ho came fiom special love unto the Rhenish kings, 

Were dealt out many a gallant horse, and ver^^ splendid things 

135 265 
Exalted sittings were prepared, which shono wth cloth of gold. 
Embroidered o'er by maidens’ hands — sooth, so have we been told, — 
For dukes and princes thirty two, who to the feast did ride 

— To charm by glance and rich attire, the courtly ladies ^^ed 

136 266 
Gis’ler, the young and graceful king, proved veiy active then 

For he, and Gerenot the brave, assisted by then men. 

Received the home and stranger guests, who wsit came to pay 

— They greeted every knight, I ween, in vciy courteous way 

137 267 
Then saddlery of ruddy gold, and shields of dazzling sheen. 

Eke garments of the costliest sort, by everj'^ one were seen. 

As the high-guests approached the Rhine, to join the festival 

— Then saw one many an ailing man enjoy the sight withal 
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Such knights as still bedncldcn lay from ^\ounds received of late, 
crc forced to languish for a time, despite their dying stale, 

And moaning o’er the sickly ceased, ^^ho kept the lazar-house 
I or c\cr\ mind was occupied, with that far famed carouse 

139 270 
On morning of a Whitsun day, approaching might be seen, 

A host of rich and ^ahanl knights, superbly dressed I ween 
1 i\c thousand, at the ^c^y least, rode to the jousting field. 

There, groups of knights in rivalry did mimic lances W'leld 

140 271 
King Gunther had in mind to work on Siegfried a surprize, 

ho, though he nc\cr yet had seen Chricmhilda with bis eyes, 

I o\cd her with all his heart and soul' — that to the king W'as knowm 
— The bcautN of Chncmhilda’s face w’as to a proverb grown’ 

141 272 
Sir Ortwin to the coming feast king Gunther’s thoughts did call, 

‘'Tid he, ‘if ’(is >our ro^al will (o raise this fcsti\al — 

Then let the ladies of -soiii house bcfoic the guests appear. 

In .ill their lo\dinc‘:s of form, and splendidness of gear’ 

nt: 273 

^\h It .idiK mo-.t lustre to a feast, and most enchants bold knielit 
K It not woin m when adorned, dispensing glances blight? 

I tin r< for( hope th.it \oull present Chricnihilda to -^oiu guests’ 

Hi' < oiiii'd w.is in uni>,oii with main a knight’s request 

Jt3 

1 f ivHiir \onr .uKite 'ir knight'’ said Gunther plcasantl\ , 

III. n thoM ^\I,o heard the king s„ ^pcak were filled with heartfelt glee 
\ie-i. to t to ,11(1 ( hriunhihl, went p.agc with jo\ous face, 
h' (111 'tiiiu till III With .ill ih( ir m luK, the banqueting to grace 
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Then Mcic the pi esses, diesis, and drawers, rummaged for di esses new, 
\nd all, that splendour could advance, was quickly brought to view' 

Of clasp and bracelets, fimgc and lace — Ihcic was a goodly show 
Toi dames and maids alliicd Ihcmsclvcs, light sumptuously I tiow 

1-15 277 

The bland king then commandment gave, that five scoio valiant men 
Should lend upon lus sislci fair, and Ulic Ihcic and Ihenl 
They earned, c\ciy one of (hem, drawn s\\oid m dcvtoi hand 
And A\cic all members of the com I, as held m Biugnnd-land 


146 


278 


Now saw one Utio and Chiicmhild, m fcatly majesty 
She, for attendants, had of dames a goodly company — 

More than a hundicd, by the mass — all clad m gaimcnts gay, 
Vise (heic followed many a maid (ho fair Chiicmhild that day 


111 


179 


One Mcwcd (hem as fiom palace dooi (ho stately lino came out 
Then Mas the pressure veiy gicat, amongst the biavo M'ltliout, 

Who full of expectation stood — hoping most aidcntly 
Foi lucky moment, mIicii they could tho splendid maiden see 

118 280 
Nom' came she — like the inoining stai, biigbt haibingei of day, 
Eineiging from the clouds of eve' — then fled like dream aM^ay 
Fiom many a heait tho ycaining mmsIi, that long had nestled theio 
— Siegfiied beheld m pomp of form, Cluieinhild! (ho much loved fan 
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Full many a gem on liei attiio cast dazzling lays aiound. 

And on hci losc-and-lily cheek — the sheen of love XAas found 
^Miatcvei ramsticrs mind might vs^isli, he must admit, I xvoen, 
That on tho caith theic noAOi yet Mas such pure beauty seen 
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Like a? the silver tinting moon bedims the starry crowds, 

\\*hcn, v,ith Its clear and gentle light it chmbs o'er murky clouds, 

L cn so m truth, did she outshine the best of womankmd' 

Such bright formation well might raise each hero’s heart and mmd. 

131 2S3 

The nch ^oung pages gailv marched before the bland pnneess. 

Then did the knights no more observe the ways of courtliness. 

But crov,dcd with rude force to sec the much admired fair 
— Sir Siegfried fell alternately — great love, and great despair 

152. 2S1 

\nd thus unto himself did sa\, ‘how could I ever be 
‘So witlecs as to think of hcr'^ — ’twas sheer msanity' 

‘Cut if I Awm thee, lovcl%-onc’ then v, ere I better dead ’ 

Sir Sicgfncd wth sucb scarcbing ibougbts grew pallid, and then red 

153 2S5 

>0 \ might be cccn Sicglmdas son, dejected and forlorn, 

Bc'cmbling vshal on parchment is bv cunning burner dravMi 
irvu-cful and so bland v\as be, tlial all the world misht sav, 

‘Wr no cr looked on so bra^c a knight — as we behold to dav’’ 

151 2S6 

Ti ri'-r i\ho attended on llic fair — commanded as of naht. 

To ch ir the and keep aloof that did each courtly knight 
O’ ’ imorv vccmcd full ghd of heart when m their ken she came 
\r 1 jviv.'uhc'- suffused the face of man\ a slateh dame 

I ^ 

T! i '■ d V r l,;iTn, to the king, a": muLt In'? guests lie stood 
Nn" G„'' ’ cr h'O’licr \\c!lbclo\cd, and so% rcign braic and good' 
t' ' ! ' r to the Tot chief who rendered us great aid 

T ■■ ‘ d rob'e kn Jit- — none will such act upbraid 
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‘Command that Siegefried be led unto our sister fair) 

‘ That she the valiant hei o greet, who made our cause his care 
‘The grateful welcome of the maid, who ne’ei pledged knight before, 

‘ May make good Siegelinda’s son, oui champion evermore ’ 

157 289 
The king’s attendants then went forth to where he stood alone. 

And said to him in courtly words, and yerj kindly tone 
' ‘ The king expects youi presence at the now assembled court, 

‘That from his sistei you receive high thanks for what you’ve wi ought 

158 290 
The hero felt wthin himself exceeding much delight 

— For 111 his hcai t unchcckei ed love exerted all its might — 

In that he soon should, face to face, the fair Chriemhilda meet 
With giaceful loveliness the maid did brave sir Siegfried greet 

159 292 
He bowed wnth gentle courtesy — and thanked vnth bashful pride 
Conjoint embarrassment vas felt, which each desired to hide, 

Yet tender glances passed between the maiden and the knight 
But such took place quite stealthily — as though they did not light 

160 293 

Whethei he picssed hei hly hand with fervency of heart, 

I cannot tell, — because that act the legends don’t impart 
Yet AVill I never doubt, that such took place beneath disguise, 

— Two loving hearts had not done well, had they done otherwise 

161 29-1 
In suiumei and its blithest time — the genial month of Ma'j ' 

His hcait could not encompass moie, than it did on that day. 

Of gladness and of earthly bliss for she stood by his side. 

Whom he, m all the wanntli of ■^outh, aspired to make his bride 
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Then to liimseir said man^ a knight— ‘bow happy should I be 
■To %Nalk beside Chnemhdda fair, like Siegfried, lowngly 
Or he on more confiding terms, — that were lo\e’s labour paid ’ 

— ^o hero c\cr so deserved, a true and royal maid 

1G3 296 

The guests from ^^hatsoc^er land, the banquet thither drew. 

Oilmen cd but carelessly ■\^hat passed — their eyes dwelt on those two' 

— Now Twas allow cd, that she should kiss the bland and handsome knight, 
TMio ne’er until that hour had known such fulness of delight 

161 297 

The king ofDcncmark then spoke the anguish that he bore 
‘To bring about this greeting scene — bra\e men were wounded sore! 
And, ns lis openly made known, by bold sir Siegfried’s hand, — 

*1 orfend him, God' from Msiling, again, our Danish land ’ 

165 298' 

Then was it said, and bu7zcd around — 'gi\e space unto Chnemhild!’ 

And mnn\ a iruK courteous knight, who W'cll his station filled, 

1 >-corted her unto the church — there, did the knight recewe 
1 roll! those, who churchly usage knew, side hint the maid to leave 

ICG 299 

Mie ( titered now the nunsicr-iia\e with many a dame and maid 
Where slio appeared so beautiful, and dazzlmgly airaycd. 

That III ui\ a hl^t^ hope took flight, through wonder and surprize 
— ( lintnihild was born to be the mark for c\cr\ hero’s eyes! 

167 300 

■'ll ,.rn. d hiinseir could hnrdh wait, until the mass was done, 
lit wi U ought thank his deslun forcacr and anon, 

Til it on liitn kiiulK looked the mud — who in his heart had jilacc' 

■'III I o losv fuutid, tint in her heart the knight had imich agrace 
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When nia‘;s was over, and llio fan fiom minslcr-poi cli would go, 
The dauntless man inMlcd was — to join again, I liow 
Tlicn came it in the maiden’s mind to llianlc the valiant kmelil 
For that, beyond all othei chiefs, he smote the foe m fight! 
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'Reward you God! — sn Sicgcfiicd ’ so spake the youthful dame 
‘In that you’ve done so gloiiously — that all our chiefs of fame 
‘Do hold you in such high lespecl, — I joy m what I hcai >’ 

— Sii Siegfried fioni that moment held the maiden passing dcai 

170 

‘So will I ever do and scivc>‘ said loyal Sicgcfiicd 
‘And nevci shall my diowsy head the downy pillow heed, 

‘Until I’ve done then cvciy wish if life be spaicd to me! 

‘This pledge of SCI vices I make — thiough puicsl lovb of thee ’ ' 

171 

Now during twelve successive days, as each mom did aiiivc, 

One saw the lovely maul and knight — as if by chance contrive, 

That side by side they’d walk to couit — she waving loyal right! 

This gentle act alone took place fiom gicat love to the knight. 

, 172 

Gladness, high banqueting and miilli, and joyous shouts withal, 

One daily saw and hcaid proceed fiom loyal Gunthei’s hall 
, Where, eke bcfoio so well as in, sal many a valiant man 
Ilagcn, and Oi tewin of Metz, the tilting feats began 

173 30C 

Whalevci games the guests desiicd — having foi knighthood charms, 
Were loady planned and disciplined by them, so veised in arms 
Then were biavo knights to princely guests tin o’ touincy feats madeknown 
King Gunthci’s land abounded in — jousteis of gicat icnown 

3 
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174 

TIic con\nlcscing ^\oun(lcd mw look lca^e to venture out, 

Rielit tired of bed and bandaging, they ycaincd for gentle bout, 

^^llll courth pages — shield and shaft — onslaught and quick defence! 
Plcnl\ there vcrc inclined thciclo their mu<;clcs still weic tense 

175 - 309 

The ro\nl ho^l, at this high feast, commanded that bis foes 

should he proMded with the best, and have vhalc’er they chose 

So (lid the king waid off repioach, such as good king molests 

One saw the host \Mth gladsome mien rejoin his pimccly guests 

- / 

176 309 
Saul he, 'right bold and noble knights' before -jou do depart, 

Accept of sundry largesses as tokens of my heart 

\\i';h is, that each one of'jou remain my cordial friend' 

Nor doubt if needs be that 1 can both succoui and defend 

177 310 
Tlicn did the Danivh knights speak out, and earnestly did say, 

‘Ilefoie unto our nati\c land uc Danes do iidc away, 

Aoiirhsafe to us a firm made peace — foi that concerns us most 
Through ^ou^ icdoubicd knights ha\c we lost man^ of our host ’ 

178 3H 
Tlie wounds of Ludegasi had healed, and he his friends could meet 

1 kc 1 udogtr reco^ored was from toils of the defeat 

''oine ftw perforce remained bohiiul — for ihe'^ were under giound 

Then did kmt, fiunliicr go to where he hold sii Siegfried found 

3n 

^ lid hi unto that ln^lch1es^ knight, ‘now guc me counsel wise 
Otir < ipfne guo-.is wiH ude towards homo, when mom salutes the skies, 
\od widi a ia-tini; lreat\ witli m\sc!f md he-ics tme, 

\d\i>. mi tlurefori,S,egcrned, on what I’d belter do*^ 
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‘The offer that those •vs amors make I no'W' ■wall tell to you 
‘They -wallingly propose to give, as debt and ransom too, 

‘So much of gold, as well can beai five hundred surapteis strong’ 

Sn Siogfiicd piomptly answer gave ‘to take their gold weie vvTong' 

r 

181 

‘’Twwo belter that you sent them hence, without or let, oi pay, 

‘Save that the vv'auioi kings giv'e pledge, binding, that fiom this day 
‘They nevci will for doubtful cause make war upon your lands 
'And bo the only pledge requiied — the voiicbei of then hands’’ 

182 315 

‘Thy counsel I adopt, su knight’ — unhindeied shall they go ’ 

— The piisoncr kings w^eie soon informed of then good-luck, I trow 
No one desired to shaio the gold, of which they offer made 

At home thou trusty fuends felt giief, and for then lives afiaid 

183 3IC 

Then many gold-piled shields w^erc hi ought by Gunther’s high behests, 
WTiich he unweighed distiihulcd — amongst his fi tends and guests 
To each five hundred marks at least, but I opine much more 

— ’Twas Gerenot who counselled him so nobly on that scoie’ 

184 317 
Now^ asked they leave — foi tnnewas come, when ’twas theirwish to ride 
One saw the puncely guests go to Burgundia’s hope and pride’ 

And then to wheic rich Ulie sat, the highly honomed queen 
— Never did knights depaitinc take, with bctlei giace, I w'eenl 

185 3 1 s 
Room aftei room was quickly void, as they rode groiipingly, 

But thcic lemamcd beside the Rhine the loyal family. 

And many a comely v assal lord — bland courtesies to do 
They every day came once, at least, wathm Chnemhilda’s view 

3 * 
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^o^\ ^\olIkl ‘^ir Sicgcfnccl the bra^c lake leave of Burgund’s court, 
Dcspainng lo obtain the maid — the burden of his thought' 

(iiintlicr vith heart-felt sorrov heard, that he was so inclined 
— The ^oung king Gisclher it was, who caused him change his mind. 

187 320 

Wiicrcto will noble Sicgefncd, and why from Woims now ride? 

Dicdain not m^ request, sir knight, but w'lth our chiefs abide, — 
illi Gunther onr nio'it so\orcign lord, and Gunther’s retinue 
Besides, here dwell a host of dames, who may be seen by you ’ 

18S 321 

Then caul sir Siegfried to his knights — ‘wo saddle not lo day! 

‘1 \c changed m^ plan, and purpose now much longer here to stay 
‘Rcluni •sour shields' — that I would ride, the whole of you do know 
‘Sir Gisler pro\cs that I m^ wish with honour can foicgo’ 

1S9 322 

Thus did the hero Sicgefncd, -jicld to Ins friend’s invite 
Tor sure no spot bcncatli the sun could proffer such delight. 

As flow Oil to him whilst sojouining m happy Burgiindic — 

I ach se\cral d.u on equal terms fair Chncmhild he did sec 



LEGEND IV 


ShoiDing hoio Gnntha accompanied by Stegfiicd and othciSy made a voyage 
io Iscnland, iJial he might woo the queen Bmnhilda 

190 32o 
There was, famed daughter of a king, who dwelt fai' o’ei the sea. 

With her none other maid eould vie, m foim or dignity 

Beyond all mcasuie she was fair, and prowess-full, I ween 

With wooing knights hei hand she staked on cast of javehn keen — 

191 3 JO 

Eke pond’ious stone she fai could hurl, and bound beyond the mass 

— Such knights as suitoi ed foi her love, had Brunhild to surpass 
Thiee seveial games the wooer brave must wm ere she would wed 
Failed he in one — forthwith was he dispatched by loss of head! 

192 32t> 
That known, quoth Gunther of the Rhine — ‘ I’ll sti aightways cross the sea, 
‘And ’fore the fair Brunhild appear, — Avhate’er the upshot be’ — 

‘I’ll risk for her lewarding love, my diadem and life, 

‘ Content to suffer, if I fail in making her my wife ’ 

193 331 

Now said the king unto the knight — ‘wilt thou my helpmate be 
‘To woo the dame,? — and do my will, in way so earnestly, 

‘That I do win the lovely maid foi my affianced wife*? — 

‘Then will I jeopaidize foi you — my honoui and my life’’ 
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'That wiW I <lo, snitl Sicgcfncd— ‘if thou forlluMlh accord 
‘To me lh% sister on succc'^s —I ask as my icward ' 
‘Chnemliild the hcautirnl and good, eke queen illustrious' 

— That onh recompense I claim, should fortune favoui us’ 
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“=^iicli ^ouch I unto thee, sir knight — and give thereto my hand 
‘Morcocr if queen Brunhild \^c bring into oni Burgund land, 

Then ilolh the fair Chrienihild become sii Siegfiied’s ^^eddcd wife 
‘llcaxeii grant to \ou in boiiseliold peace a long and happy life'’ 

19 G 334 

Then on did s\% car a ‘:olcmn oath those heroes celebrate 
Through which their keen wifc-wooing toils did much accumulate, 

1 to that the bcauteoii< queen was brought to Worms, — as I am told 
— The "allant klll^ht^ full soon endmed \ ovations manifold 

197 333 

‘'ir ‘^legfncil did not fail to take with him the \eiling-cloak, 

Whuh he in carl^ combat wan b^ sticngth and ‘Balmungs’ stroke 

I ^'ln that renowned and potent dwarf, sir Albnc of the hoard 

Ur we Olid fr.iiik knighlv prepared them«;cl\cs, with Sliced to go on board 
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llu* i,ildi‘d ‘>liields weie earned down to where was mooicd the ship, 

\i tin holm>- ond other .iiiiis selected for the tnp 

111! >^t. ids wtro hniiuht to palate-door — the noble knights would go 

111 M ►.ii-lud from i\ r\ feni lie eve the scaldinn tcais of woe 

ma 3 

I nU iinu\ i pri U\ damsel .u Pk* jmtiim window‘d ctood 

1 " s i'll sliip i_t I muler sap — p,,. fresh and good, 

\t I snnii pti _ lU ml band of km Jits lode sniootliK on the Bliine 
ti ! d Hi ».miPi. iciiK isk ‘who Moer^- this slop of mmo'^ 
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To deal tlic quay su Sicgfiicd took a boalhook stout in hand 
And ashen oai was handled by the lulci of tlic land, 

To help shove off, that so they might the deepei cunent gain 
That object, by united stiengih, they quickly did attain 

201 

On board tlicie was an ample store of viands and of wine 
Suicly the best this cailh alTords, comes fiom the iiver Rhine 
The ship moved steadily along, — the hoises quiet stood, ^ 

And had a long and genial icst no ill chanced them oi stud 

202 371 

On morning of the twelfth full day — e'en so have I been told — 

The wind had w'afted tlicm to w'hcie a coast loomed very bold 
Towards Isenstcin — in Riunhild’s land — the gallant baik diew nigh 
That was unknown to all on board, save Siegfried’s pieicing eye 

203 388 
Eighly-siv luiiets could be seen fiom outei side of wall 

Within, thicc scvcial palaces, and one most spacious hall 
Composed thioughout of malble blocks, as green aS spring-tide grass! 
Theiein, Biunhilda sat in slate, amidst a couitly mass 

204 I 380 

The castle-gale was soon unlocked, and wide the portals thrown 

When Biunhild’s liegemen spiang to meet the chivalry unknown, 

That so they might quick welcome give into then lady’s land 
They stalled thejr steeds, and took then shields with couilesy of hand 

205 308 
When that the loyal-daughtei saw sii Siegfiicd ’mongst the icst, 

She thus in woids of kindliness the valiant knight addicssed 
‘Welcome to me, sii Siegefiied' welcome, to Isenland! 

‘The purpoit of thy coming licio, I fain would understand 
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‘lU hold” said he, ‘the king of Blune— Gunther the rich and strong' 

\Mio=e onU object is th^ lo\c, v«hich he’ll possess erelong 
\\ ilh him on that account, forsurc, 1 left mN natn e home 
* Had he not been m\ con ’ reign lord, 1 certes had not come’ 

207 -102 
Said die, ‘ if sooth he be thy lord, and thou his liegeman true, 

\nd he be able to effect, the games I haNC in mow — 
roinine off conqueror therein — then will I be his wife 
'sliniild I gam one, — then all of \ou make forfeiture of life' 

20S -104 

lit must the stone with potcnce hurl, and bound to where it lies, 
Morco’er, with me the ja\ lin throw — to ponder well were wise' 

I or tw cre light thing through games like these to lose both life and fame ' 

lie \ci hac time to change his mmd’ so said the roval dame 

1 

20D 405 

The fleet cir Siegfried theieon went unto the Burgund king, 

\nd hade him fniiklv tell the queen his thoughts and purposing 
‘^.iid he, ‘thou ^afcK niaN st assume a nctn dauntless air, 

1 or 1 iliN life diroiigh craft of mine will guard in this alTaii 

210 4og 

Hull •'aid kmu (iiiiithcr to the queen ‘most beautiful Brunhild' 

I take \oitr ti niic howestr ctern, — naN, had \ou harsher willed, 

I h id t iiTi''! iiU d to them ^traleht thronch ardent lo\c of thee 
M\ hi id iipoiit 1 win the eamec — thou must m\ consort be'’ 

211 407 

will n In ui'i [>iiv ipi, ^n pnuihilda heard what Gunther had to sa\, 

‘'Ik (I'd rvd he'Oeiiu d her power, the mmte without dclai 
Vt 1 f ir th it jeiqiov,' J) i,), thi m i ike her war-near to the licld 

II ^ of rii 111 w is I ifP]\, £_n](l nnil emns ailorncd the shield 
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Whilst that took place, \\as Siegefried — the man of stratagem — 

Gone to the \ essel at the quay, unmissed by all of them 
And there the \cihng-cloak he found, x^hieh forthwith he put on 
He sought It T;\here it hidden was — then was he seen by none 

213 

Without delay he burned back, to where he champions saw, 

Who summoned were to A\atch the games, and mete out wager-law, 
Innsibly he went about — for none the knight could see — 

Mmng with those of Brunhild’s band* he acted cnnnmgh 

214 4 IS 
Then was there weighty javelin brought imto the matchless qneen* 

Iwras sharp, and strong, and huge withal — yet hght to her, I ween, 

Foi twas the one she alwa\s used, nor ever tlirew it wide. 

Tloreo’er it had keen blades of steel, let m on either side 


215 

That Brunhild s strength was passing great, I am prepared to own 
To her was brought within the ring — a Aeiw* pond’rous stone* 

It was of large circumference, eke neaily round and strong — 

A dozen knights could hardly lug the cumbrous stone along 

216 

She quicklv bared hei lily arm, by pushing up her slee\ e 
And featly buckled on the shield her wonders to achieve 
She poised the jaA Im high m am — then did the match commence 
The stranger guests did greatly fear Brunhilda s a ehemence. 

21T 

And had not Siegefried arm ed to aid him m his need 

King Gunthers life had not been AAOrth the ransom of a bead 

But he inAisibh had come, and now did twitch his hand 

Sir Gunther shnink, suimisiiig not twas Siegfrieds touch so bland 
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Snid Sioccfricd ‘«i%c licic ihc shield — I’ll wield il in the fray’ 

‘ \nd ^on Sind attention maik, whalcvci I may say, 

‘Make \ou the dumb-show requisite — myself the work will do ’ 

Soon 0*5 he recognised Ins friend, he calmer moment knew 

219 130 
The maiden hurled with potent arm the keen edged javehn 

At Guntlicr’s licail, — the whizzing spear with vigoui enteied m 
The .implc shield which Siegfried boie upon his stalwart arm 
Sparkles (lew from its polished steel — like fire when urged by sloim 

I 

220 *131 

The ja\ elm’s keenly cutting head went thiough the w^ell wrought shield, 

So that Ills Ncry hiiubcik-iiiigs a host of spaiks did ^ncld 

The \eiigcatice of the throw was such, ns made them reel I’lroth! 

Had not the \cihng-clodk a^allcd — ’I had been the death of both 

221 432 

The purple blood ontHowed from month oi Sicgcfricd the knight, 

Mho soon reioicring from the shock, did then with all his might 
\\ rench from the shield the cutting spear Brunhildn had just tin own, 

And hurled it at the haughty queen with foicc beyond his own 

- 1 - 1 13 

U dro\c out sp.iiUcs Trom hci mad, as if iipiaiscd by wind 
Itrmdnld.i fell thioiigh desp rate throw’ of son of queen Sieglind 
I or sin II id not llm giant siiongth such hurling to siisl.nn 
t » rti's kiim tionlhci liad no hand m that throw’s niight-.md-maiii, 

22J n, 

I 111 hi aiiti ons Itiiinhild \ei j soon Jm fooling le-attamcd 
■Slid sh, ‘in,, thiiiKs to thinllicr hra\c — he has tin;, v..ii>ei gamed 
fiilU tlionJil th It hoi di fell b\ his groat slroiiglh was done 
hii* ii>i her o\i rtliiow was dot d of muth moic niighl\ one’ 
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Then sprhng she full of spite to where the cumbioas granite' lay, 

Which haVing laised fiom off the giound, and poised foi the affiay, 

She with evcccdiug powci the stone astounding distance flung, - 
And spiang to leach it with a bound — hci golden aimoui lung! 

225 435 

The stone was huiled twelve fathoms length bcfoie it touched the ground 
Though far the ihiow, inoie distant still the active maid did bound 
Thcicon did Siegfiicd lun to wheic he saw the missile go 
Gunlliei did feally postuiize, whilst Siegfried made the throw 
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The good Sieghnda’s only son was danng, stiong and tali' 

He cast the stone beyond her maik, and fuithei leaped withal 
Thiough lus keen subtiltics he had obtained such ait and stiength, 

That he king Guiithci wnth him took — the whole of his leap’s length 

227 438 
Then said Biuuhilda wnth loud voice unto the couitieis lound, 

As she the king full stalwait saw alight as horn the bound 

‘Diaw' Aeaici, fiionds'and champions biave — ray com t, andseivants too' 

‘Ilencefoilh ye arc, w'lthout leseive, king Gunllici’s lieges tiue ’ 

228 -139 

Theicon they all wath one accord put off then weaponiy, 

And homage did unto the chief of fiuitful Buigundic — 

Gunlhci the iich king of the Rhino' — nght valiant knights neie they 
All did believe the games weic won by lus sole potency 

229 ^ 4 10 

Ho \ciy kindly bowed to them — having most comtly ways, 

Then coidially did take his hand, the maiden woi thy praise 
She gave him lights, and powei to lule witlun hci ample land 
All joyous were, and glad to gieet a king so biavc and bland 



TJic nctn c kiiigbt, sir Sicgcfned, did wisely from (hem slip, 

To hide his potent ^ eihng-cloak again within the ship 

That done, he hied him to the hall — where many ladies were,. 

And eke like otlier knights, full soon, assumed a jocund air 

231 

‘Thus far wc gloriously have spcdi’ said Siegfiiod to Brunhild 
‘A oil'll no more sho^\ such haughtiness, or be so waywaid wiled' 

• For you ha\ c found there hVes who can o’er-master strength of thine 
‘ — ^ow, noble lad^, please you go with us unto the Rhine 
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Showing how the marriages of Gunther with Brnnhilda, and Sicgfi icd with 
Chi icmhiJda, vary as to consequences 


232 


The king sat at the fesine board beside the queen Brunhild, 

^ho ne’er had fell such inward pang as wlien she saw Clu-ierahild 
Seated by Siegefiied the bold —to weep the maid began, 

And o’er hci splendid damask cheek the burning tear-drop ran 
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To hei the king w ith anxious look 


23i 


‘I ha^e great cause foi grief and teaisl’ the maiden queen rejoined 
‘Touching thy sister’s abject lot I beai a troubled mind 
‘Do I not sec hci sitting there, allied to liege of thine'? — 

‘ — That she is so unraeetly matched, is cause of my repmo 
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‘what ails my lovely queen^ 
‘What trouble fills those eyes with tears, dimming their MMd sheen? 
‘Methinks she has more cause for joy, since unto her belong 
‘My lands and cities far and near — eke liegemen bold and strong ’ 
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Then said king Gunthei earnestly, ‘bo silent on that score > 

‘Some othei time I’ll tell my queen of that same marriage more, 

‘And vhy I ga^c the fan Chriemluld unto sir Sicgefried 

‘She in lepute may h\e with him, and ’midst high honoui's speed ’ 



236 

Soon came nllcnding men and maids — it being now higb night 
Morco’er nch-'imled chamberlains, each beaiing taper-light 
On that the heges of the kings di\ided then array 
It then \\as seen, that many a knight, with Sieghied went away 

237 

Soon to their nuptial chambers came the wedded heroes twain 
— Dach thought ^\Ilhln himself, forsurc, by tenderness to gam 
Ills fair wife’s confidential lo\e, and pass a happy night, 

Sir Siegfried’s honc^inoon commenced ■v\ilh unalloyed delight 

238 V 
I’ll say no more of how that prince enchanted his loved mate, 
bnl haste to tell how Gunther fared he more or less elate 

Ln^ In Rrunhild — hts beauteous wife If that I guess aught, 

I nil many a lord and wedded dame enjoyed more quiet night 

239 

In flaxen rohe of purest while Brunhilda sought liei bed 
The iinhlc Gunther’s thoughts lan high — for to himself he said 
ha\c I all that e’er I hoped, oi wished for, oi admired'' 

— iNo nonder beauty such as hei’s, the gallant chief inspired 

210 

The kindU king, with cautious hand, o’erx oiled the taper’s flame, 
Vnd With much gentleness approached whore lay tlic royal dame 
Uight court! ousl\ beside the ijuccn his comely form he placed, 
\iiil voou with conlidcnti.d arm, his splendid wife embraced 

241 

Itiil in the jo\ Hire of liis lo\e he chanced her lobe to tear, 

^\hllh iiiightiK eiii.igcd the maid — tlici con the haughty fair 
‘'ll lUhi d .It a girdle s]|(. |n(I worn — a stout silk-plaitcd thong, 
Slid with ii pncliscd on In r spouse a xcry gricxous wrong 
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2(2 , 588 

Slic hound king Gunthci’s hands and feel — nimbly and light wilhal, 

Then bore him lo a giant nail, and hung liim 'gainst the wall, 

Vnd, lest lici sleep slionld lie disimbed, all wooing w'oids foibadc 
— He nearly lost his loyal life — (hiongli w^aywaid slicngth of maid' 

2(3 , 580 

At dawn began to supplicate — he, w'ho should uiloi be, 

‘0 ficc me fiom this galling coid, fair maid of potency 
‘And I'll not tender dalliance uige on yom sobiicly, 

‘Moico\ci seldom press ^oni couch, oi neai you seek lo lie’ 

241 502 

Tlicicon she looscd^the feltciing coid — w'llhont cndcaiing mien 
He no’cilhclcss appi cached again the couch that held his queen, 

Hut laid him dowai so fai apait, as not to touch her dicss 
Such w'as liei wall, — and he forboic display of Icndeiness' 

2‘li 503 

Eiclong came 'tiling page and maid, wath costly lobes of slate — 

Such as w'ero suited foi that morn — all new and adequate 
Ilow'cver gay the people w'crc — the king felt sick at heart, 

Then ]ubila(ing joy, to him, no gladness did impart' l 

246 594 
Conformably to usage old, and custom wadely know'n. 

King Gunilici and Brunhild agi ced, in nowase to postpone 

Thou visit lo the minstci’s chon, whcie holy mass was sung 

To them came Siegfried and Cln leinhild — much ci owdingquailed the throng 

247 505 
By rules and icgnlalions fit, the suits which pomp require 

Weic brought them ready to put on ckc crowms and gemmed attiie 
Then w'cie they chmehly sanctified — that done commensuiate, 

One saw the handsome regal four weai diadfems of state' 
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C‘:Tinrcs ^\c^c daly dubbed that day— sit hundred full I ween 
Thc\ cot tbcir swords, and knightly spurs, in honour of the queen 
Tlicrcon was jubilating great in Gunther’s favoured land 
One heard mime-lances rattle loud in each brave swordman’s hand. , 

249 

The ladies at the windows sat to view the busy field — 

Wlicncc M\id ra-js of dazzling sheen shot out from polished shield 
’Twas then one saw that Burgund king bad left bis liegemen true, 

For c\ciw' sport they entered on aggrieved his grief anew 

250 

Unlike was his and Siegfried’s lot — their state of mind also 
That noblc-bcartcd knight knew well, the cause of Gunther’s w'oe, 
\nd forthwith to the sad king sped, enquiring wistfully 
•How fared -NOur mightiness last night — may such be known to me? 

251 

The host in sorrow made reply — ‘good sooth, r\c hate and strife 
Brought to m\ house — whereas I thought, I wooed a gentle wife 
hen I from her most kindness hoped, she ’gan me to assail, 

And Inndagcd me with silken cord — then hung me on a nail' 

252 

Vnd there I dangled full of fears — iwas \eril\ bright da-^ 

‘I re ‘-he \ouch«;afed me an^ help meanwhile she sleeping lay' 

Now be iin phinl, nUo its cause, a sacred trust for thee ’ 

1 moum — ‘:aid Siegfried — o’er the past' and will act prudently 

253 

( bn r lip, bn\c king' dispel "loiir gnef no longer mope and sigh 
\ U bnn.. aliom, ibi*; \eiw nicht that she so quiet he, 
n. \ . r more to Might -jonr ln%c In deeds di<;ordcrl^ ' 

''ir ‘'tigfnt.ds word- toncoUd the thief for past dislo\aU\ 
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Tlic knighi then said, ‘when suppci’s o’ei — I’ll to youi sleeping place, 
‘My vciling-cloak will featly scivc to mask my foim and face 
‘And that no one may be awaic of ciafty tuck I do, 

‘Dismiss bctimc‘1 the chambcilams, fiom 'tendances on yon 

C03 

‘Unseen I’ll quench the lampcn lights, the pages liold in hand, — 

‘That I’m armed you’ll thcicby know, moieovci undoi stand 
‘How willingly I SCI vice do' — I’ll manage so yoiii wnfe, 

‘TJiat she’ll thenccfoilh submissive piovc — or saciifice my life'’ 

2^6 GO I 

‘So that -jour loyally be stanch!’ said Gunthei to the knight, 

‘You ha\o my leave to do w'lth hci — whatover you think light — 

‘E’en to curtailment of hei life! — should that chance mteivene, 

‘I’d bear hci loss without icgict O' she’s a ruthless queen ’ — 

257 go8 
The anxious king could haidly wail until the suppci’s end 
Biunhilda’s maids at length appeared, then mistress to attend 

Also Chiiemhilda w\as inclined to seek soicnc leposc 
Jlclla! to compliment the queens, w'hat gallant knights upiose 

258 600 
But Siegfiied lingered at the boaid — m confidential way 

Beside his fair and loving wafe, — no qualmy pangs felt they 
She fondled much his manly hand with heis so small and w'hite. 

When lo! she know' not w'hcn oi how', — he’d vanished from her sight 

259 61 0 
Having so strangely disappeared, whilst wath his hand she played, 

The noble piinccss of his knights, intense cnquiiy made 
Said she, ‘I maivcl very much wdiat’s got youi sov’reign lord, 

‘■\iAdio has wathdiaw'n his hand horn mine?’ — no quick reply W'as hcaid 

4 
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Slie said no more — Siegfned had left, unmarked by eye of sense 
(When dial ihc chamberlains appeared vrith lights to marshal thence ) 

And now was pulling out the lamps the pages bore m band 
A signal which Burgundia’s king did nghth understand 

261 612 

lie, knew therein the knight was come —then ’gan he to dismiss 
Tlic maids and dames who lending were that being done, I was, 

Tlic noble king wnlh his own hand made fast the chamber door, 

\nd twofold sturdy bolls were shot, to make it more secure 

262 6ia 
Behind the tapestrv with spcCd, the chamber light was slipped. 

And gentle to\ance soon began (it could not well be skipped) 

Between sir Sicecfricd the strong — and she the handsome maid 
— That such ga\c Gunther jO'j and pain, ma^ \erily be said 

263 616 
llis conduct was as had he been Burgundia’s king august, 

Linbracing her with courteous arm, but she the knight did thrust 
I roin her soft couch o or sctllc-bank, with scornful might and mam 
\u iin*-! a trr''':cl came hi« head — which made it nng again' 

617 

^l^ Siegfried nothing cowed thcreb\, was soon upon his feet — 

I’l tcrniiricd to o'erpower her strength — no sooner did lhe\ meet 
\iul lit his prowc«« would exert, than she did work him woe 
''iich hke deft nee will neicr more be tried bx xvife I trow 

2C5 c,9 

''hf' threw her irni'' around the prince with cnergx and spile 
lilt' nd’i to intliT'd the kine on the former niehl 
Tl t 'le' •'nfi <hiinber- riiudit enjox without unruh mate 
I[> 111 ' m'lnme of tom >-h ejnn" robe paxc xcngcancc to her hale 
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Lillie availed Ins slrbngtb and art, when pinioned Ly such power 
She clutched him so potentially, as almost made him cowei 
Nay, by exertion of her might — (it must e’en so befall) — 

She bore, and squeezed him neai to death ’twi\t oaken press and wall 


267 

‘Ah’’ thought lialf stifled Siegefiied- 
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621 


•‘must I then lose my life 
By potency of waywaid maid*? — then will full many a wife 
Enforce at every trick and turn, hei whims with evil fi aught 
Upon her iighlful wedded lord, — who had not theieon thought 

268 523 

The king heard all that then took place, and trembled for the knighl, 

Who felt abashed at being foiled, as very well he might, 

So calling up his utmost power — he burst her arras apart 
The struggle then waxed desperate, they felt nor bruise noi smart 


623 


The maiden loosed the girdle strings which dangled by her side, 

Hoping therewith to bind the knight — but that his strength defied, 

He caught and thiew hei with such force, as made all crack, I ween 
So closed the stiife, and she erelong was Gunther’s wife and queen 

270 626 

— Said she, ‘most kind and gen’rous king — lake not ray life away, 
‘Atonement may be made methinks, for what I did assay 
‘I never more will warfaie wage, or scorn your noble love! 

‘For now I find that you can rule, and wayward wife improve ’ 


271 

Sir Siegfried then did step aside (the maid lay spiritless) 

As though he had bethought himself, of more appropriate dress ' 
But as he went he drew a ring from maiden’s hand, I tiow 
With such soft cunning, that the queen ne’er felt the jewel go 

4 * 
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Morcofr lif look llic girdle strong on winch she placed such stress' 

I know not if the same was ta'en from \ery wantonness 

‘'iifficc — he gave It to Ins wife, the gift caused deadK spite 

lie gone, ling Gunther sought the queen, and passed a happy night 

273 C20 

Anon e|ie had no greater slrf ngth than an\ other dame 
I'ljt ro\.il Gunther’s lo\f she found display more ardent flame 
if clie tried again for rule"^ — would it of profit pro\e‘'* 

— Tins change was brought ahoiil, I ween, by Gunther’s generous love 
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Slioicitig how Siegfried and Clii temhtida aic iiieitcd io WoniiSj wliOc a dc- 
spcialc quart el takes place heUcecu Biuuhilda and Siegfried^ wife 

G6J 

Reports now leaclied (lie iippci Rhine, winch much the folk alairaed, 

Of how the knights m Sicgniimd’s land \^eie e\ei fully aimed, 

And ready at then monaich’s call to meet a daring foe, 

King Gunthei and his nobles biave, lesolved the like to do 

275 66^ 
Siegfiied besides his fathers icahn, held s\\ay o’er Niblungen, 

And \^as moie rich and poweiful than any of Ins kin 
Through Schilbung’s most hei oic knights, and no\A united land 

— Such made sn Sicgefiied (he bold, o’er-iiile Milh loftier hand 

276 CbJ 
A greatei hoard of gems and gold than ever hero lAan 

(Sa\ e Schilbungen from w Iioiu it came) had he that dauntless man 
Which, near a mountain m keen light Ins slaluart hand acquired 

— Full many a champion, stout in war, through his good suord e\piicd 

277 ecc 
Gieat ^^erc Ins MClories and fame' — liad he such gloiy lacked 

The \A Olid m justice must haA c said ‘he AAas m aci a fact 

‘The noblest and the best of knights that e cr crossed back of steed 

His mighty sticngth AAas feared by all — good sooth' ihcA aacH had need 
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278 6fi' 
rull oft iiad Gunther’s consort thought, with much asperity 

‘How comes it tliat the dame Chiiemhild carries herself so high? 

‘Is not her husband Siegefricd, of Gunther’s lieges, one? 

‘I ong time metlunlvS that famous knight has scanty service done ’ 

279 CG8 
Sucli thoughts she harboured m her breast, and kept them hidden there 
Sore Acvcd was she that they to Worms neglected to repair 

besides, he no fec-scr\ice did, as liegeman for his land. 

On what account such homage failed, she fain would understand 

280 P69 

So, cunningly she picssed the king, to know if it might be, 

That she again the fan Chricmhild in Burgundie could see? 

— But secretly made known to him her feelings on that score 
lie not affirming such broad hint — thus tieated her implore, 

281 c-o 
lliiiik Mill that tlic^ can bo constrained’ (so did his answer run) 

‘To Msil us in Hurgundic'^ — the thing’s not to bo done 
‘Thoir countiN is so fai from hence, ’Uvcrc folly to invite ’ 

OpposingU the cjiiccn rejoined with haughtiness and spite, 

‘■^82 (5 7 1 

The Nas'-al, be he who he iiia\, or what Ins bold career, 

Haros not his hoge-loid disobey when summoned to appear!’ 

( 111111111 r could not refrain to smile at Brunhild’s feudal lawc 

‘'Li\i( ( — was alien to his thoughts, whene’er he Siegfried saw 

283 CTI 

1 In II said slu • d, ai .md potent king — \ ouchsafe to me this boon 
I * t ‘'ll fried the cnliant tlnor and fair Chncmhilda soon 
< OHIO d in Hid bidden giiosts, unto our Burgundie, 

Notliing on < irth will oor alforil such jicrfccl jov to me 
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•Tli> cistcr's most engaging ways — and kindly tempered mind, 
■So often as I think llicicon, I feel then influence kind, 

*Gladl\ rcmcmbciing liow' wc sat, when I became yom w'lfe' 
‘Chricmhilda may ha^e rightly done to pledge hci self for life’ 
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G74 


She begged so long and ardcnllj, that Gnnthci made icply, 
‘Know then — I none of all ni^ friends would sec so willmglyl- 
‘'iour wish rna^ therefore be fulfilled — I’ll mcsscngcis of mine 
‘Send and request of them to come on visit up the Rliine 
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67C 


‘Moroo\cr’ said the yielding king — ‘tlmty of my best men, 

‘Shall ride unto the Netherlands ’ those knights came, there and then, 
And were dispatched to Sicgcfiicd with biddings and salutes 
— For very joy, the queen Biunhild did give them splendid suits 
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C77 


Then said the king 


‘my trusty knights, this message must ye take, 
“King Gunther coidial giocting sends” (mind you no eiror make!) 

“To brave and potent Sicgcfried — and to his sister dear ” 

‘Adding, that none can love them more, or wash them better cheer 

288 678 

‘And further beg, that both of them, our longings to appease, 

‘Make haste to Worms, w'here w'e engage to do our best to please 
‘ — Before on-coming equinox, shall they and lieges true 
‘Find hero assembled guests, who wall becoming honours do 
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670 


‘Also, to loyal Siegismund, “the king best ser\ace sendsl” 
‘Informing him, that self and km will evei prove his friends, 
‘Morcovei, on my sistei urge — that she m nowise fail 
‘To come unto her kindred dear — high-feasts, she used to hail!’ 
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nmnliild, (|ucen Ulic, and such dames as then -were at the court, 
bent greetings h^ (he \ahant knights ^^ho were to make report — 

Unto iniicli lionoiircd dames and maids, and many a courtly man 
— At Gnntlicr’s \Msh, the messengers, to fit themselves began 

291 681 
The knights aheadv were attired their steeds and garmentiy 

In count and quantih were come — so left they Bmgundio 

Then made they speed to icacli the place ^\hclcto they should lesoit 

(junther commanded that the knights should have a due cscoit 
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Cb'i 


In couicc of one and twenty da^s — they reached king Siegmund’s land, 
And in king ISibhing's casllc-hurgh — puisuant of command — 

(It stood within the ^orw’aymalCh) they found the gallant king 
The steeds .snd iideis w'cie full tiicd, fiom distant journeying 

293 083 

Sir Siegfried and Ins (luccii Chriemhild wcio quickly made awaic, 

Of how hra\e knights to buigh wcic come, whose weaponry and geai 
ANire ‘'Uch as tlic\ in Buigundie most usually display 
— ( liiiLinhilda •spiang fioni off the couch, whcie she icposing lay 
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084 


Biddinj; her teiidanl scr\ing-maid, straight to the window' go 
blio ‘•aw the v.iliant count (taiic williui the court below’, 

I iki his band of trust\ knights, sent on the embassy 
III ltd ' wh It ph'asmn npws forer.in, the queen s long agoin ' 

295 Ggj 

llitriitti s.iid ( hiiciiihihl to the king — ‘lo* where the knighthood stand, 
Who with loiiiit (i me line h,i\c come fioin distant Biirgund land 
nt b\ in\ hrotln r (.iinthcr nond, to us on lowci Bhme ’ 

'Slid ''II ..ft ml ilif\ shill wiltoiuc tmd in this broad icalin of mine’ 
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The luaid'^ and pages flocked (o wlicic the Buigund knights weie seen, 

\nd Miigly got 111 social talk, — they spoke the best 1 A\een 

Of all they knew, and thought 'would please the new come incssengeis 

— King Siegniund too, was glad to see those noble \isilcis 

C8 7 

\paitnionts wcie dealt out foithwith, to Gane and his men, 

\nd then bi.wc ■steeds wcie ta'cn away — the messengers wmnt then 
To where king Sicgfiied and Chiiemhiid wcie seated m much stale 

— ITcc cuti\ being gi anted them, they had no cause to w'ait 

298 G88 
The 1)1 a\c host and his lo^cl5 wife, lespccting law's and rights, 

Stood, whilst they couitlv audience ga^e to Gaiic and his knights 
^^ilo came from Burgundie, and weie, king Gunthci’s liegemen liue 

— To whcic sii inaigiaNC Gane stood, the pages settle dicw 

299 089 
Said he, ‘may’t please you’ w'c’ll disclose oui message c’ci we sit, 

•That so, e’en weary ti ateliers, no duteous form omit 

Bcaicrs w'c aic of friendly new's — such as to us did give 
‘King Gunthci, and Bnmluld his queen, who in gieat splendoui live 

300 69^ 
‘They aic,’ continued Gane bold (lie w'as of noble mind), 

‘With all cvaltcdness of soul, to jo^ousness inclined, 

‘And by us invitations send to grand festivities — 

‘ — Tliat thc^ desne youi picsenee much — is passing all suimisc 

301 G9i 

‘ \lso, they beg that queen Clnicmluld may come along with you, 

‘Soon as bleak winlei's hosts and snow's have vanished fiom oui new 
‘ riicy both evpcct eic cquinov — youi highnesses to sec ’ 

Said potent Sicgefiicd, ‘methinks’ such jaunt can haidly be 
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ijiinc rejoined, ‘our queen Brunhild, and all the dames at court, 

Ilojoice already in the hope, that %ou’ll thereto resort 
n^pcct incs of sccine both, makes them of buoyant mood’ 

—The pleading ne^s Chnemhilda heard, and thought it \ery good 

303 CS7 
Ganc was of lier near akin the host now bade him sit 

Norloncfr was dekued to hand the ‘wassail cup and bit’, 

Mr)r( o or, the messengers to sec, came ro\al Siegismund, 

^\llO thu-' addressed in gentle words the wamors of Burgund 

304 CD 8 

I n gf men of Gunther and bra\c knights, I gladly welcome ye' 

''ince that m\ son received for wife the maid of Burgundie, 

U mneh had pleased me, had vou paid more visits to this land, 

In that vou bear towards us in sooth — nghl fnendlv heart and hand’ 

003 CD 3 

Tlie knights replied— if so vour wish, we’ll come with readiness ’ 

— ^ticli kind reception freed them from, much of their weariness 
I nil inf -'■cneer was now required, to take himself a scat, 

\i d in iirofusion were served out most costlv wines and meat 

• « 

3flC 700 

Th f rub i«>\ was forced to Slav for nine full davs 1 trow 
\t b n_th tlic watrlifol messengers ’can restlessness to show, 
lb I in- thf \ Acre not vet dismissed, to ndc to Burgundie 
Th n a-ou V as the 1 mg would erst, some absent nobles sec, 

30 < 7 01 

1 " 1 'nil 1 < -nl gfiod (ounsi .1 gi%o ' — 1 m bidden up the Bhine 

5 G It. h r tin:, fif Iliirmindic, a valued friend of mine 
\i I I>v d \« r II nri akm — nntfi <-<ate fostnal' 
f 1 - I'n I"' lull d lf» go but that ’li-> far with il 
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308 7o: 
’They also ask, that queen Chncmluld consent with me to ride 

‘Good counsel give my trusty fiiends' — do you the ease decide 
‘Foi sake of llicm I’d wai-maicli make thiouglrtlmty hostile lands' 

‘ — They ficc-will services might claim at loyal Siegfiied’s liands ’ 

309 7oa 
The chiefs leplicd, 'since you mclmo unto tlio gieal convive, 

‘ We willingly at youi icqucst this caution-counsel give 
‘Rule -^ou escorted hy brave knights — a thousand if not moie 
‘So will you enter Burgund-land with dignity, and powei ’ 

310 704 

Then spake the good loid Sicgismund — late king of Nelliciland 
‘Why was the matter kept fiom me when you the jouiney planned''’ 

‘ — If that I do not much mtiudc — I’ll iidc along with you' 

‘And with my hundied gallant knights mcicase the ictmuc ’ 

311 705 
‘And wilt thou iido along with us? — my doai and honoured sue' 

‘Then shall I feel mcieaso of joy, and youi lesolvc admiie 

‘Within tweho cuiicnt days fiom this, we leave these foitile meads ’ 

— To all who chose to ride with him, ho gave new clothes, and steeds' 

312 70G 
When that the noblo Siegcfiicd had shaped his mind to go, 

The stiangci-knights wci e made aware, that they might ride, I tiow, 
Bcaiing the nows to Ins wife’s kin who dwelt in Burgundie, 

That they with joyousness prcpaicd, at Gunlhci’s feast to be 

313 70- 
King Sicgfued and the fan Chnemhild, as ancient iccoids say, 

Gave to the mcssengeis much more than they could take away 
Unto their distant Rhenish liobies he was a wealthy man! 

— The sluidy sunipters being packed, weio diivcn to the van 
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Sieefricd and Sic"raund clothed their folk, in manner splendidly, 

\nd Lckcwart tlic courtly count, did order speedily 
1 cninlo attire of c\’r\ soil — the best that was m hand, ' 

Or could be bought, or made within the breadth of Siegfried’s land 

315 700 
Saddles and shields were then picpared, with gladsome diligence 

And to such dames and gallant knights, as rode with Siegfried thence, 
^^ns gi\cii \\halc’er thc\ might rcipme, or fancy could suggest 

— lie took \Mlh him to llhcnish Womis full many a stately guest 

316 710 

The messengers did ride apace, along the public way — 

At length did enlei hurgundie, the count and his aira-^. 

And \^elc right JO^ fillip icccncd they now alighted all 
1 rom ncigliing horse and tiampling steed, before king Gunther’s hall 

317 311 
flic N tiling and old (as custom is in many a foreign land) 

Were blI^^ asking ‘\that’s the news"^’ — said Gaiie, bra\e and bland, 
When 1 \c in\ ini'-sion told the king — the latest you will ken! 

— lb , and his conn ados t\ciil forthwith, to where the king was then 

318 712 

King (tiiiuhcr, from excess of jon, spmng fiom his regal chair, 

\nd for ih it tliex wer6 (imckh back — Bninhilda spake them fan 
T lu 11 s ml tlic rnU r to the knights — i csuming chan of state 
How faios ihc \ah.iiit Sicgefiied who did us serticc gieat'^’ 

315) 713 

•Jnoih III ir,.r,i\o (i irn — the\, indeed, for xerv jox waxed red — 

'sii Lfni d, -o will .m tjneeii riiricmhild ■ — nc\ei did message spicad 
Mur. glulm - oi w is Imlter tarn when widtK imdcrslood, 

1 h m xonr'- b\ S)( d .m,] Chricrnhild — and Sicgismund the good ’ 
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Then snid the queen Binnliild unto (he noble Rhenish counl 
‘DoesCluicnilnld come? — andhns hei foiin, which she eiewhile was wont 
'To jiiiard and fo<?(ci with such caic, inainlaincd its comeliness ?’ 

— She \mI 1 undoubledly appeal said Gaiic with addiess 

321 715 
O'lccn Utic \Mslicd the gallant count should visit hei also 

— ^^lthoul enqum one may guess, \Ahnl she desired to know, 

Namely, how with Cliriemhild it faied, and if hci heallh did thrive? 

— He (old her how he found (he queen, and (hat she’d soon arnvc 

322 7J6 
Noi failed (hc> to mfmm (he court — touching the gifts received 

In clothes, and gold, and ornaments, fiom rich king Siegefiied 

— The whole was openly displaced bcfoie the comt and kings, 

Who piaiscd the act, and much admired the veiy splendid things 

323 717 

‘He well may gi\et’ stem Hagen said, ‘with vciy sunlptuousness, 

‘For he can’t spend a (ilhmg of (he w'oallh he doth possess 
‘The ‘hoaid of Niblungcn’ he has, — made Ins, by Ins own hands 
‘What if that hoaid should some day get into oui Buigund land'’ 

324 718 
The household of the Rhenish king wcie very much elate, 

At prospect of then coming soon — then worked without abate 
The ciaflsmcn of (ho biothci -kings, as could they never tire 

— Full many a stately chan was made, puisuant of desiie 

325 721 
/ 

Now pass we o’er the toils and plagues of seivants and then aids. 

To tieat of how the queen Chiicmhild together With hei maids 
Rode fiom the land of Niblungon unto fan Buigundie 

— Nevci did sluidy surapteis’ backs beai such rich gaimentrjd 
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Man\ a feaU\ packing-chest was sent on by the road- 
St S cnfrcd and hi= I nightlv fnends iheir pavnng steeds bestrode 
iP'] fair Chnemlinda monnled horse ivilh bosom bnoyancy' 

— Ilere.ifte' all v,ss changed and they, felt heart-despondency 

327 723 

Tn"\ Icfi behind them Sieafneds child — his son by queen Chnemhfld. 
There rrn=t na%e been eood canse, I ween or they had not so willed. 

— From the’" s’ate-pronress did ocenr for him disaster sore' 

Poc'- rnocent' — he never saw father or mother more' 

32S 724 

hire S '’gmnnd a’^d his hundred Lni^ls did also with them nde 
Ah — had he knovii or but snirnised what horrors would betide 
‘her that time from tha’ same feast, — he ne er had rode thereto 

— III' rnipf fo- loss o‘'lonng fnends was manifold and true 

323 723 

rin'"e*-= — .’lerc 0 "dercd on be*‘ore, the t'dinss to convev : 

T1 " r {■-or'C=' InoTT. qaeea Ul-cs fnends, and Gunthers courl-arrav 
ri'"’c rTto royal uuesls — a splendid comoanv 

G.' ^ or 1 home p'-epa-t.d to greet them royally' 

370 

{7, ^ j p ch'^mbers V here BrurtTda held command 


Vr i 

! r'" > r 

we'eo-’e von — when you came to th’s land^ 
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s: I sue ‘my 1: .c towards her 15 n''e 



731 

T> ' - 


- d'"--- '."d me'd? Hmedie'.K to see’ 

T ’ 1 ‘ 

' ’ t 

— f r r*'' 'r son bcipf’ak 


I - 1- j--, ipre*- cf the gue-ts 
'e' It — t’ e " rn'-'rcss «■ he*" cSlS 


1 , - . : 7 

-T . " 



63 


The royal stiangers ^^cre received with jubilating joy! — 

None thought that Chiicmhild hcictoforc, did such bland vMt employ 

To ^^clcomc unto Bmgunclic king Gunther’s wife Biunhild 

The hearts of all A^ho saw the sight, ^^c^c with tiue gladness filled 

333 731 
In Mcw, alll^cd loid Siegcfiicd, 'uith many a famous knight 

One saw that hcio’s tram adtance — wending now left, noAV nght, 

0\ ci the mlcr\ cning fields, joined by a multitude 

There, none could ’scape the croA\ding stiong, or stifling dust elude 

334 732 
When Sicgismund and Sicgcfricd towards Gunther drew more neai, 

He greeted them AMth kindest look, and words that bode'good cheei 
. ‘Right cordially I welcome you — so do my other fnends' 

‘Forsuro, your coming to our com I, good-will, nmIIi gladness blends’ 

335 733 
‘God prosper ^ou’’ said Siegismund, the veneialed man 

‘Since that my son, bia\c Siegcfiicd, you high-piized friendship wan, 

'It’s ever been my full intent to visit Burgundie ’ 

— Said Gunthei king of uppci Rhino — ‘I thank ^oui couitesv'’ 

336 733 

No\a did the AMfe of either king — appioach to greet I ween. 

And many saddles lost then loads for maids of spiightly mien 
Aided by -NAatchful heioes’ aims, jumped boldly to the grass 
Right active Aieie such noble knights, as well loie pretty’- lass' 

337 73C 
The hiain ofloiely queens did then — salute by close embiace, 

One saw high jo^ fulness appeal on many a chieftain’s face, 

Foi that the meeting had gone off so very loiingly 
Accomplished knights did ‘v^ait upon — fan dames, attcntnely 
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35S 

The rotinne on either <ide held out the friendly hand 
\nd <eemed reoiproeall\ ino\ ed In impulse pure and bland 
\\ hil't ioMne kn^e^ parsed betneen the ladies of each court 

— Gunther and Siegfried « aalnnt knights fell gladdened in right sort 

o39 'as 

The\ whiled no longer on that spot — but rode forthwith to Worms 
The ro\al ho^l would ampl\ pro\e In kindnesses and fonns 
Tint thea won' worthiK recened In him in bnrgundio 

— Some knightlx pastimes much amused the maidens of degree 

3t0 UP 

'^toui shields did nnc and rattle loud before the castle gale, 

! rom warded ihnist and well aimed blow the host and guests did wait 
1 one time to see md praise the sport ere lhe\ did enter in 
The hour pa^-sed rapidK awa\ midst the amusing dm' 

sn -u 

bow to the UhinC'kings palace broad the caxalcaders mo\od 
bow hoiisine^ of great hrillianc\ and cut the most approied 
^\ere »een o or saddles (whereon rode the stateb dames and mauls'^ 
llaneiim down low — then did ad\anco king Gunthers conrllv aids 

312 

1 relonc the nohlo snests were vhewn to restmg-rooms, 1 ween 
(tni ‘•aw Itrunlnlda now md then caM elanees s-carehing keen 
\t queen Chncmlnld whO'C colour was moie hnlliani than hefore 
- Her luviroiw beaiil\ far outshone the hurnished eold she wore 

lilt » ompTtlX witlun nnd oxu wero fo^^lod — 

Ni ii I did _tii v’s from distant laiuK reieno more eoiirtesa ' — 

T!t r wii! liii \ <1 but to utlvr once ind wl\ it tlie\ willed was there' 

Ki u l*u ; 'u r " rtcavure wav vo ^real (hat all cot vumpluoiiv fire 
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344 743 

The scning-incn, >Mth loadiness, displayed their waitmg-AMt, 

And ro^al Guntlier at the board amongst his guests did sit 
Sir Siegfried was appointed to wheie ho had sat ere then 
Unto tlic table went with liim a host of stately men 

345 746 
Tweho hundied knights with Siegfried sat, each one of lofty mien, 

In circle at the banqueting — then did Brnnhild the queen 
Bethink herself, that no king’s liege w'as ever half so grand ' 

Still was she towards him so inclined, that she no mischief planned 

346 7*17 
One cNcning, while as yet the king remained at festive boaid. 

Were many cosily dresses soiled, — for wine on them w^as pouied 
By sewers who oft to table w'cnt, stout tankards to i e-fill — 

Then, w'as abundant son ice done by most officious skill' 

347 748 
As usual at grand banqnetings — w'hcrc ranlh to wane gives zest, 

The dames and maidens w'erc besought to take themselves to rest 
Then did the host shew' every one — hail horn w'hat land he w'ould — 

His grace and hospilalitv', — by doings passing good! 

348 749 

Soon as the nightly hours w'ere fled, and morning dawmed again, 

The sumpler-chests w'ere rummaged o’er, and many a diess was ta’en 
Sparkling with gems and jew'elr^', by gentle ladies hands, 

To be then w'orn, pursuant of tlieir mistress’s commands 

^ 349 750 

And ere it might be called broad-day, there came from palace-hall 
Full many a knight and spruce esquire — just then was heard o’er all 
The matin mass ’fore Gunther song by many a pious hp 
He after, lauded youthful knights — for their bold horsemanship 
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350 

Anon, "nas trumpet’s clangour heard in many a raighh' blast, 

^nd sound of hoarscK rumbling drums, and pipes of shriDest cast, 
Echofd through all the streets of Worms; and -n-aked the public road. 

— The statcU knights '5vith one accord their prancing steeds bestrode 

351. 'SI 

Tlicn did take place grand tournament, eflected by brave kmghls, 

!n v.hich v-a*; man\ a tilling boot, "With all its thrusts and smites 
‘'uch heartened up more stnplmg blood, and divers jonsts is ere run 
I's louthful kniglits who neer before — m public — feat had done 

332- 753 

\\llhin the jutting window sat the twain queens to look on, 

FI e damc' and pretty noble maids their clothes with jewels shone 
Thence saw thci all the jousting sports — and what not more beside 

— The ho'l and Ins selected fnendc, themselves, began to nde 

353 754 

‘^wcedi the time d'd while awa\ — for no one marked the hour. 

\non w.ic heard the bell to praiers, sounding from rainster-lower 
f-jtruce grooms brought out the palfrey stud, that all mightndefrom thence, 
'nd the two queens were tended on bv knights of consequence 

351 7i; 

Tl ''1 ah alighted near church door — where greensward was close shom- 

bnird lid as -vet tnto her guests had not shown spleen or scom. 

J 1 n r n'f -( d tlte% the mmsler-choir, w eanng their crowns of state 
I rot j tint d j fipndship had an end' — the cause was eniious hale 

355 7J5 

o iv p , jrntc <trig ard ocr thci mounted steed again, 
r 1 re h I , With iinich st^iipPueic — one c-j-n the queens and tram 
. I nvUs to th bioqu^tin,: within the imple hall 
I' ti ' 'h ('ll hai cr'mr'. did 1 istthal festnal 
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One day — ’(was just at vesper Jiour, unusual noise was heard, 
Proceeding fioni llic castle-court, where all would have the word 
They wcic engaged on tilting bouts — the time to w-hile away ' 

To see them many a man ran out, cko many a lady gay 

357 7J9 

Together sat, m pcnsl^e mood, (he two illustuous queens. 

Watching the twain accomplished knights display their ways and means 
At length Chricmhilda silence broke ‘such is my Sicgosfiied, 

‘That o’er these lands he ought to sw'ay by right of martial deed!’ 

35S 739 

Thereto said queen Biuiihild wath scorn, ‘such chance could never be, 
'Unless of all (he peopled w'oild none lived but you and he 
' — Then, might this icalin beyond a doubt fall to his keen embrace! 

‘But whilst my Gunlhei lives and moves — that never can lake place ’ 

359 7 CO 
Chricmhild rejoined wath emphasis, ‘behold him standing there! 

‘ — Now moving gracefully before those knights beyond compaie, 

'Like as the brightly shining moon loads on the starry host* — 
‘Possessing such a perfect chief, have I not cause to boast?’ 

360 7C1 
Then said Brunhild, ‘however great your husband be m deed, 

‘Or beauty, or in stateliness — yet must you let precede 
‘My Gunther, bravest of the brave, — your brother high by biith 
‘He ought, and over shall bo placed ’fore all kings of the earth ' 

361 762 
Then said Chricmhilda, bridling up, ‘right wmrthy is my man! 

‘And I have grounds for all the praise I’ve given to him, or can 
‘His many glorious feats are famed, through countiies far and near 
'Trust me, Brunhild! Jving Siegefned is Gunther’s full compeer , 

5 * 
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3G8 1 7 0! 

Tlicn said king Gunthci’s wife with spleen, ‘youiself you oven ate’ 
‘Soolli, I will lost the matter home, and cleaily demonstrate 
‘Winch of ns two most liomago gels, when we in public meet ’ 

— Both wives now felt their once calm heaits with vengeful cholei beat 

3G9 7 7C 

Chuemliild lejomcd with giowmg wath, ‘so must, so shall it be' 

‘Since you pionouncc my honomed loid but liegeman of degiee, 

‘This day before the retinues of both the kings I’ll shoAv, 

‘That I, preceding Gunther’s wife — to minsler-church will go I’ 

370 7T3 
Said queen Brunhild, ‘ since you dispute, your husband’s vassallage, 

‘You must hencefoith detach your suite from my couit-appanage, 

‘When that wq to the rainstei-chuich in full procession go ’ 

Chriemhilda answered, ‘by the mass! it shall be even so 

371 ^ 774 

‘Now clothe ye well my maidens al!,’ — said Siegfried’s loyal wife, 

‘To bo outshone by hci escoit, I would not foi ray life! — 

‘You must display the costliest gear, to damp her jealousy 
‘ — I willingly would make hei feel the insult passed on me ’ 

372 773 

They leadily such mandate took, and donned then richest clothes 
Full many a dame and smiluig maid, wore splendid robe and hose 
The noble Gunihei’s beauteous AVifo Avent foiAvaid AAith hei tiain. 

So iichly AA^as Chiiemhild atlued, that all description’s vain' 

373 777 

The people thought it very strange, and wondeicd what could cause 
The queens to separate then trains, like two competitors. 

And AA'hy they did not as before proceed in equal line 
Thereat, did many a loyal knight feel soriOAV, and lepine 
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374 "TS 
Xo\\ one Gunther’s and maids, waiting at minster-porch. 

And many a knight, to ^hile the time, ere -jet they entered church, 
Jeenng and joking ladies fair, whom they had known before 
Just then arrived Chnemhild and suite, unto the mmsters door 

375 779 
\Miate7cr highborn maid had Tsom in room, or public Mew, 

^^as nothing to the splendid gear of Chnemhild’s retmue 
Herself ■ft as so superbly dressed, that thirty' royal wives 
Could not ha\c matched what she had on, in course of all their hves 

376 ' 7SO 

Had an% one desired to tell — he had poor effort made 

To picture ft ell the pndc and pomp, ofjewehy displaced, 

AVhich then adorned Chncmhilda’s train of noble maids and dames 
— Had It not been to ics Brunhild, she had not used those claims 

377 TSi 
Act, «tood before die minster-porch the twain of queens, m state, 

AMien the proud hostess, fair Brunhild, ftith rudeness passmg great. 
Commanded Chnemhild, ‘stand aside'’ in tone ftnth rancour nfe 

'The quetn of Burgundie must pass, before the liegeman’s -wife 

378 *52 
Then '^nid Chncnilnlda angrils (cvcited ftas her soul; 

t ouUKt ihou h3\c held lh\ haughu tongue, then better ft ere th^ dole 
* — Thou ln«t disgraced b^ deed of thine th\ bod\’spunt^’ — 

“^trmgc tint another «= ftanton should a good king’s consort be' 

579 7J3 

AMii'm do \nu clnrj .0 ftith ftintonness”^ said ro\ol Gunther’s ftife. 

Aon \nu ri joined Chncmlnlda fair — ‘th% bod\ , beauU-nfe 
T1 o 1 c i\ --t to :.a]hnt Sio'^cfncd, mv husband bv some plot 
Tft tii.i rn\ brotlu r (lunthcr ftho lh\ earliest fa\onrs got' 
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784 


‘Where were thy haughty feelings then? — 'twas base craft, on my word, 
‘ To let him woo successfully, who is but vassal loi d ' 

‘ — I hear you without cause complain!’ — so said eniaged Chriemhild 
‘Truly, the kmg shall know of this'’ — lejoined the fan Biunhild 

381 785 

‘What can that hurt oi tiouble me? thy pudc hath led thee wiong, 

'My bitter censuie thou’st acquit ed — thiough ill-diiecfed tongue 
‘This know, for an unvarnished truth leluctantly evpiessed < 

‘Friendship, and confidence towaids thee — no longer waim ray bieast ’ 


382 


78C 


Biunhilda’s teais began to flow — but Chiiemhild ouwaid went, 
Taking precedence of the queen, witli her stale-complement, 
Into the minstei’s chon to piayers — a i aging hate ensued. 

Full many a brilliant eye was there, by biiny teais subdued 
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How evei much ‘the Loid’ was served by masses and by song, 
Brunhilda thought the semcc done, was evciy bit too long, 

Foi she "VNas truly woe-begone in body, heart, and mind 
That early bi ought to many a knight — the doom of all mankind ' 

384' 78:. 

Brunhilda and her female tiam made halt wthout (he poich 
She llioughl ‘now shall Chi lemhild say moie, eie she does quitthe chinch, 
‘Of what I have been chaigcd withal by that longue-wounding wife 
‘Has Siegfried boasted of such deed — it suiely costs his life' 


3S5 


7s9 


On came the noble queen Chiiemhild, with many'a laliant knighl 
To hei, enraged Biunhilda said, ‘I say you halt! of light 
‘You’ve ta\ed mo with lasciviousness — gne voucheis inslantly' 
‘ — Fiom your unfounded chaiges I'xo icceived gieatanjury ’ 
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38G 

Then said Chnemhild, ‘un^^orthy dame' — you might have let me go 
• — Behold a ^ouchcr in the gold I on my finger show' 

‘Tlint — brought to me lord Siegefried from bed whereon you lay’ 

— i\c\cr did Brunhild in her life endure so sad a day 

387 791 

Saul ':hc, ‘that nng of iirgin gold was filched from me by night' 

‘ \nd for these many years has been close hidden from my sight 
‘^o\\ gel 1 on the certain track of ^^ho has been the thief’ 

The tiiain of highly beauteous wnics did fume beyond belief 

3S8 792 

Tlicii said Chnemhild, ‘I will not bear the odium of a thief — 

‘\ou iiiighl haic held your naughty longue, had character been hef 
‘ — I further prove what I have said — by girdle I have on 
\ud that I m not with falsehood chaigcd — Siegfried your favours won’’ 

389 793 

The girdle was of richest silk that came from Niniveh — 

^^Ilh precious jewels intcrwToughl ’Iwas dazzling bright to see 
\\ hen (piccii Brunhild the cord beheld, she was o’erw'helnied by tears 
The inaltcr now of course would meet Gunther’s and liegemen’s ears 

390 734 
Tlion ''Old Brunhilda sobbingly, ‘fetch quickly unto me 

Tlu' noble monarch of the Bhinc, that he heai picscntly 
How 1 \e been gros^lv slandered b^ his sister, big w'llh strife 
Mic pnbhcK a'.scrls that 1 have been sir Siegfried’s wife'’ 

391 79j 
Tin kmt, i line pronqilK wuh his knights, and pensively beheld 

llf« In irt*- alfei linn balhed m tears ihcn said he to Brunhild, 
fill iiu iiuaii loved iiul honoured (piecii — what causclh grief to thee?’ 
‘'lu in uK replv wilh carne'-fness ! well iii grief ma'^ be! 
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'Thy sister Nvilli malicious spite, and consummate disdain, 

‘Would rob me of my high repute — of that do I complain 
'She says that I ha^e wantonned walh her husband Siegefned!’ 

Saul Gunther of the Rhine, 'if so — she hath done evil deed’’ 

393 797 
‘Morco’er, she ^^cars a giidlc iich, which whilom I have lost, — 

‘Also a golden niig much piizcd I do and ever must 
‘Repent that I was born — 0 king' remove this scandal great, 

‘ Or by my troth I ncvci will be more thy loving mate ! ’ 

394 798 
Thereon said Gunther king of Rhine, ‘bid hither Siegefned’ 

‘Has he such brawling biaggart been, he must be base indeed 
‘If not — the king of Netherlands the slandei wll deny!’ 

— The hero Siegfried vciy soon with many knights drew nigh 

395 709 
Lord Siegefned when he beheld the queens disconsolate 

(He knew not of the talc as yet) did thus inteiiogate 

‘Why loudly weep these loyal wives? I’d know whereon ’tis based? 

‘ Or on what giounds I’m bidden here m such unseemly haste 

396 800 
Said Gunther, kind and courteously, ‘gicat sorrow doth pievail’ 

‘My wife Biunhild has told to mo a truly wond’rous tale 

‘She says you’ve boasted openly of having liei first love 

‘So has Chnemhilda told to hoi , — hast thou such scandal wove’’” 

397 801 
‘Not I’’ said dauntless Siegefned, ‘and did she so what say, 

‘She sorely shall repent thereof, — and that without delay 
‘Suffice — befoie these worthy knights I solemnly avei, 

‘And vouch by sacied oath, that I — ne’er told the like to her’’ 
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398 804 
Sicgfncd resumed, ‘and should she more be cause of poignant grief 
‘Unlo -vour fair and noble wife — a conduct past belief — 

‘Then be assured that I shall feel most grievous heart-lament’ 

The knishthood towards each other cast glances of wonderment 

399 803 
Said Siegfned, 'wi\es however fair should be well schooled I w'een, 
‘That tlie^ all wantonness of speech suppress, as likewise spleen 

‘Do ^ou instruct vour charming wife — forsure I’ll tutor mine' 

*I truK am ashamed and \excd — at this fray feminine'’ 



LEGEND 


Slioinng how Tronytc Hagen plan<{ the death of Stegp ted, he haottig ob- 
tained the secret of his mine) able spot from Chricmlnlda 


400 606 
In canicsl converse went a\\ay full many a dame and man, 

But queen Biunluld to sob and sigh most woefully began, 

Such did amongst king Gunther’s men a stiong compassion rouse, 

Just then came Hagen, Tron^ae’s chief, to visit Gunther’s spouse 

401 SOS 
Eke Gerenot and Oitewin, with half expended breath, 

Would join the council of the chiefs, conceining Siegfiied’s death — 

Moreover Giselher so bland, the handsome Dlie’s son 

Who, ha^^ng heard the thing discussed — thus spake his mind tliereon, 

402 S09 

‘Right noble and potential knights — x\hy wll you so decide'^ 

‘Trul^ sir Siegfried’s serMces deseive not such betide, 

‘As that he should clandestinely be plundered of his life 
‘For slight offence, x\hich keenly touched an irritated wife' 

403 8 1 0 
‘Shall ^ve then nuiture bastards here'll said Hagen "uith gieat wTath. 
‘That, would not bring much honour to us knights of spotless birth' 

‘For w'hat unjustly he has said about our monarchs wife, 

*Hc dies' and that by Hagen’s hand — or Hagen pelds his life 
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Then spake with malice preconcei\ed, — the Metz born Ortewin 
‘Ma^ not his superhuman strength Aield to keen javehn'? 

‘Midi ^our accord illustrious chiefs, I’ll do the danng deed'’ 

— The chiefs decided wickedly, — that Siegefned should bleed 

f 

405 

But no one meddled more therein — sa\e Hagen, who I wis 
Da^ after da\ urged Gunther on, b\ wily speech like this 
Were we once quit of Siegefned, then would submit, I guess, 

‘To ^ou great portion of his lands ' — the lung felt great distress, 

406 

\nd said, ‘abandon knight I pra\, your fierce and murd’rous rage 
‘The worthy chief was born, methinks, to be our shield and gage' 
‘ — Besides, of such o’erpow’rmg strength is he, the valiant knight, 
‘Tliat if blit auguring deceit, — none would his wrath excite’ 

407 

‘ Be of stout heart my honoured lord'’ said Hagen much elate 
‘I take upon m\self to \onge Brunhilda’s sorrows great, 

'^0 secretK, and yet to sure, that he shall sore repent 

lh<; death b\ Hagens hand will be — but nghteous chastisement ’ 

40S 

Then «nid the king of Burgiindic, ‘how bnng \ou that about^’ — 
lla:.tn thus rendiK replied, ‘now will I case \onr doubt' 

‘We plan that messengers armc, to all in Worms unknown, 
\nnfinncme pubhch a war against your realm and crown 

409 

Then must \ou unto \our guests, to march I do propose, 
Midi all m\ forces gainst the foe dial done, sir Siecrricd slows 
To nki iljr fioW nntl prolTors help’ — then loses he his life, 

I nr l.\ thu siraiaucm I gel— ‘the secret’ from his wife 
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410 ^ 8J9 

Unlowaidly, king Gunthei look Ibal counsel all too lief 

Tins artful piece of lieacbeiy was practised on the chief 

In sucb a close and bidden way, that none tbe plot surmised 

— Tin ougb spiteful quarrel of two waves — death many a knight smprised! 

411 620 
On tbe fouilb moinmg, thirty-two strange boi semen came to Woims 
Tbe new^s thereof wms quickly spread throughout the wond’img swarms, 
That they w'erc come from distant foes — announcing instant war! 
Thiough that base he, fair maids and wives, much grief and sorrow saw 

412 821 
Pei mission Avas accorded them — before the king to go 

They said they were king Lud’gci’s men — w'ho met such ovei throw 
In formei years, by brave effect of Siegfried’s potency, 

And Avbo was brought by him, wath more, enthralled to Burgundie' 

413 822 
Tlicieon did Gunther greet those guests, and motioned them to sit 

The .spokesman said, 'grant us to stand! such wmuld not well befit, 

‘ Until we’ve told unto the king, the errand we are on 

‘Sue, you have foes! — that’s known, alas, to many a mother’s son 

414 823 
‘Lud’gei and Ludegast declare against you open war! 

‘Foi that in bygone times you were their foe, and conqueror 
‘Theicfoie they wall invade forthwith your realm of Burgundie ’ 

— The king appealed to be in wrath at their hostility 

415 824 
The simulated messengers wci e to their chambei s shewoi 

How^ could king Siegefried surmise conspiracy eftsoon, ^ 

Oi any of his knights suppose that treachery was meant? 

— Upon themselves hereaftei fell the w'oes of that attent 
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Gnniher, in tnllv with chosen fnends, sought solace for his breast,- 
Bui Tron\ic Hagen T\onId not let the anxions king ha\e rest. 

Still Gnniher's fnends had venly, defeated the base plot. 

Had Haaen not, from counsel given — refused to svrerve a jot 

417 826 
Siegfned one dav- snrpnsed the chiefs in whispenng debate, 

Tlicn caid the f ing o’th’ Netherlands, ‘I pray to me relate 
‘Wiat m'ile= braic Gunther and his chiefs so sorrowfully throng'? 

‘ — I proffer to support "lonr cause, if -^on have snlTered wrong ’ 

418 82T 
Tlicrelo, said Gtmihcr of the Khine, ‘in sooth I've sadly fared' 

•For Lndcgcr and Ludcgasl ha\c open war declared, 

‘And meditate with fire and sword to desolate our land’’ 

The tmU valiant knight rejoined, ‘that shall sir Siegfned’s hand 

419 828 
‘Prevent with readiness, and do von honour furthermore' 

111 ca'tigatc lliosc doughlv knights, m manner as before, 

Taking iherr casllc', burghs, and lands — eke knights von so much dread, 
‘t cr I consent to «heathc the sword thereto, I pledge mv head' 

120 829 

and heroes shall abide, to guard vonrhomc and fame, 

\nd I will L'lkc Uie field alone with those who with me came 
T1 it MlimeK 1 service do, shall verv soon be seen — 

V .r foe V mr will hr so econrged, as ne cr before has been ’ 

<21 S30 

Tf ' ' n ' ii 1 Gtin'hc', Piiirgnnd s king 'I m cheered bv what v on sav ' 

! f,'' -’H wf re d id of SiC..rned s pledged arrav 
III Is - ! j-’ 1,1-1 c 1 t rto the I night vath consummate deceit 
'' „ '11 d v-i rnav I n -h care — the foe I shall defeat 
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422 831 

They and their servants movement made as if about to leave 
But such was only done, I ween, sir Siegfried to deceive 
Now did the king of Netherlands enjoin his men prepare 
Their coats-of-mail, their bossy shields, and implements of war 

423 832 
Then said sir Siegfiied to Siegmund, ‘my dear and honoured sire! 

‘I counsel that you here remain if God goodluck inspire, 

‘We shall erelong be back again, unto the river Rhine 
, ‘At Gunther’s court, whilst I’m away — right joyous days bo thine >’ 

424 ^ 833 

The royal banner was unfurled, and they would ride from thence 
Many of Gunther’s knights knew not of that base war-pretence. 

For they had not the story heard which caused the armament 
— One saw that many serving-men were with lord Siegfried sent 

425 

The battle-helms and coats-of-mail, were to the chargers bound. 

And many a knight was now equipped, to march at trumpet’s sound 
Thereon, did'Tionyie Hagen go unto Chnemhild the fair 
To take his leave, — for thnt with them he rode to the affair 

426 

‘Thrice happy mel’ Chriemhilda said, ‘that I should get foi lord, 

‘One, who my dearest kin and friends can such support accord, 

‘As doth lord Sicgefried for those, I, in my heart hold dear 
‘Therefore,’ so said the loyal queen, ‘I’ll be of right good cheer'’ 

427 83C 
‘Brave Hagen, Tronyie’s matchless chief! I prithee ruminate 

‘That I have e’er befriended you, and never borne you hate 
‘I now fiom you expect requite, in kindness to my spouse, 

‘ — It should not damage him, that I, did Brunhild’s anger rouse ’ 


834 

C 

835 
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428 sag 

Snid he, ‘erelong, to queen Brunhild you will be reconcileii 
‘^ow tell roe Chnembild, ^nrloons wife’ (so was the fair beguiled) 

IIoi' 1 ma\ favour render thee, with reference to thy lord'’ — 

I am his fnend — your ^\ish of course I’ll readily accord’ 

429 S39 

‘I chould not feel, or care, or fear,’ — so spake the loving wife — 

That in the battle s onslaught ought might jeopardize his life, 

‘I\ould he forego the keen pursuit, his courage goads him to, 

‘Then, to the good and valiant knight no penl could ensue ’ 

430 sio 
Pnneess’ — said Hagen, ‘vou do feel no small anvieU 

‘Least he should be unfairh slam'’ — then tell I pray to me, 

‘In v.hat best v,a\ I raa\ secure vour spouse ’gainst ill-betide, 

— 1 11 he to him a guardian true, whether he walk or nde 

431 £4 1 
Said chc, ‘thou art m\ cousin bold — as I thy near akin' 

‘Therefore on grounds of kindred'lo\c, and Io\alt\* within, 

‘I tni‘l that thou wilt watchful heed — and guard my husband dear 
— She told to him the secret-tale, for be had Inlied her fear 

432 642 

''Old she *m\ Sicgcfned is bold, and ciftcd with much strensth' 

— When he the fierce hill-dragon slew, of such enormous length, 
lie hnlhed him in tlic monsters blood — which ca^e his sldn a charm' 
‘Since llien in warfare as in peace — no weapon does him harm. 

433 £43 
It l In\e I triliulalinn creat when he to battle ■coc'^ — 

\i.d j i\cl ne n\ from c\cn side, hurled b\ Lis foreign foes, 

Tli->t thro nh cl anci -ca=t o- unseen slab, 1 lose ra\ belter-part 
\1 fr bin wh it pangful cares I carp, in m\ heart 
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‘No^\ tell I, on (li^ loynlh, ni-j confidential fiicnd, 

‘(The inoic that thou he honom-plcdgcd to serve me to that end) 
‘^Yhere Sicgfiied Milnciable is — to weapon’s deadly point 
‘Keep 1ml the talc — .hv lo\e and faith and constancy, conjoint i 

t3> 8lj 

‘\Yhcn from the di agon’s Mounds did fiow its icd and boiling blood, 

‘And he, the knight, did bathe hiinself M’lthin the ciiinson llood, 

‘BctMccn hi*? shoulders fixed a leaf, that fell fiom linden tree 
‘There is he moital' — for that spot, I feel anxiety’ 

436 84G 
Said Tronvic Hagen, ‘I adMSC, that you foilhwilh do scm’ 

‘Upon his gaimcnt some small maik, tlicieby, I mcII may know 
‘IIoM I can best pi elect xoui lord amid the confiict’s dm ’ 

— She purposed to picscrvc his' life — but let foul tieachciy in 

437 817 
Said she, ‘M’llh finest silk I’ll ^volk upon his gaimcnt’s back 

‘A little unpretending cross, he theieforc Mali not lack 
‘TJiy guardian hand to shield him xvhen the battle is most hot, 

‘And he, m search of victoiy, amidst Hie foe has got’ 

438 6-18 
‘That will I do’’ said Hagen bold, ‘ray dear and honoured qpieenl’ ^ 

She thought that she had xviscly done, and helped hei spouse,, I ween. 

But what she hoped would benefit — did but hei lord betiay ' 

Stout Hagen courteously took leave — and smiling xvent his way 

439 ' 849 

Thereon, the king-conspiratois m'CIc in right cheerful vein 
I guess that nevci valiant knight will do the like again, 

Foi Hagen’s lieach’rous guile was such, as none had evei seen — 

Failing in loyalty and faith towards man, and lovely queen! 

6 
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4J0 

racTiins' l>v the ^^c of 5nn 5ir iMCgfncd rode 
^V)lh thnoinnd of hi? inish koiglils — nght full of joy t\ ere they 
He thotieht on ho should revenge his fnends on Ludeger 
— <toui Hieen rode ^o close that he, saw what was worked b\ her 

4-11, i51 

''o ln\mg s''Usficd himself he shly sent therefrom 
Ord'T tip! In two lues'^eneors opposing news should come — 

5nitne tint Gunther had recened accounts from Ludeger 
M ho now doi-rred to footer peace and not gainst Bnrgund stir 

44i- j-2 

''o ^e\cd wn* Siegfried to return unto the court at Worms 
1 h frre ho Ird a Intde fought and forced the foe to terms — 

Th I* thinther men had mnch ado to cause him halt his ranks 
Ho rode fordiwith unto the kins — who loaded him wath thanks 

443 S5,. 

God p'-o-por \ou -sir Siogcfned — mv stanch and worlhv fnend 
I or tint -von did ^o wdhrgly nde forth m\ realm to fend 
I ni loh \o"r debtor nui't remain for that hiuh smllmirv — 
oor*'doni e I place la \ou than Bnrgund s cluvalrv 

414 >3-1 

Now V 0 wo \o done with -angnne war and all its dnro alami< 

1 1 '' dnt in \\ a*gau-werid wo tn the joaous charms 

(4) h n '•w ro ind hears -’rai wohes — O" I ha\o done before 
-ft. f' 'f .1 d Ha::en < 1 cart dicf’to — ruahgnanl at ip core' 

41' 

til j \ I j.„^ „ j gurst^ info-nicd wathoul delaa 
^ 1 • ' r '0 i',v d’wn — tho>:? who walh ino aw la 

' 'I ^ 1 ' pr ’ to — ■vxl f, ohoo-e to ^tav at Werm- 
" ' 'll' f - — oh’i to 1 i\ wiv’i confrrm'' 
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1 til BSf. 

Tin n ‘'.nil tin' noltio Nicuofi kmI with fi.inKe‘'l coiiiles},, 

‘Sint 1 ' tli.it \nui luintiiifi { 401 “^, I mitKl \nin Imiii will be' 

Hut lii-t from \mi 0 li.uks-iiinn poml tmd tliM'i*' hoiiiids I er.i\c, 

Hint I with e.mi, Inml •f-f.Mii-wood andiweiv ddiifiei In .no’ 

tt7 857 

And I*- one Inini'-m.ui mil rnoii','h, *-.iid (Jimllifi le.idiK, 

III m\o \oii font who know the wood — ll'^ (\ i\ p.illi .md tiee 
'I ke lioh". .md dell'' .md open 1 ms. wheie *'.n\.mo f^nme ic^soil 
Th it sn \ou t nine not hmiii* .in.im compl.nnim; of, no ‘.pnit ’ 

Its 858 

Then imle the u.nllant kmi^lit to wheic he (jiieen ( huemhild.i found 

— H.m.en informed Iht' kiii" I ween, befoie In' loft the yiomul 
How he proposed to tircminenl the lil.iml .md \.ili.ml pimce 

— I nrstire, smh perliiK the woild iie’ei km w befoie, 01 smee 



L E G E ]S' D VIII 


Shoirv}q how Siegfried was induced io liuni — his success, and the merry 
’^lorij of Ihc hear amongst the' cools, Siegfried's race tcith Hagen also 
his death by Hagen's hand 


449 850 

Hagen and Gunlhcr, Iwo bold knigbts rash in resolves and deeds, 
Hclcrmincd in die v,ood to hunt, with gallant hounds and steeds. 

And spears of slrenglh well topped with steel, the ui-ov, swine, and bear 
~^^hal could be nobler sport for those who gory w'aifarc dare? 

861 

Sug fried before he rode from thence, to Chnemhild's chamber went 
JIt<! splendid huiHiitg-qcar was packed, and on stout sumpters sent 
Alonq with theirs — it was their mind to cross the river Rhine 
Chncmhilda nerer felt such cause for sorrow, and repine 


SC2 

lie planlid Itsscs on the lips of her, his bosoin’s wealth ' — 
f7oi/ grant, he said, ‘when J return, I find thee in glad health 
‘ tni/ I he so in thq bright eyes — with thine aim thou'lt find 
\bundont joy irhilsl I m away — I can't well stay behind 

SC3 

\oir crossed her nint! ‘the secret marl' (she feared to male all Inoicn) 

H huh she to TroaijH Hagen told — then did she much bemoan 
That I rrr it irur fur hard lot to hare been born with life I 
Itight hittrrhi (ltd ireip and sab, that icoiid roiis handsome wife 
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8G I 

At length, she to the heio satd, ‘my loid, hunt not to day I 
‘ I di earned last night that o'ci a heath you icould pursue the prey, 

‘ Mlien tioain of midhoars gave you chase the field-flotcei s all tin ned i ed ' 
— On that account my teais do flow, — Pm ovei whelmed by diead’ 


863 

‘I do forebode some due mishap may spring fiom counsel bad, 

‘Foi when inipin posed-ill has made anothei’s spit it sad, 

‘Retenge will rankle in the mind, and m fan bosom bide ' — 

‘Go not, dear lord' — teinain at Wonns! let my just feais decide ’ 


I 866 

‘My only love ' dispel thy gi lefs, in few days 1 1 eiiirn ' — 

‘I know not soul in Bingundic whose hate ’gainst me doth bum, 

‘All thine akin hate ecei shewn much courtesy to me i 

‘ Toitards them, in sooth, Pte nothing done to gender enmity ’ 

867 

‘No, no! lord Siegfried do not go, my dream is no wild tale, — 

‘Foi I last night a second had ' — I thought you passed a vale, * 

‘ Mlien two high cliffs together fell, and you were seen no more ' 

‘ — Wilt thou foi evei pait fiom me ? — my doating lieait is soie ’ 


868 

Ue thiew Ins aims aiotind Ins wife, and piessed her to Ins bieast 
And with the hisses oftiiie love, her swanlike neck caiessed 
Anon, with hei leluctant leave — he paitcd for the chase 
— She novel saw again, alive, that much loved husband s face 


Now rode the hunting chieftains all, fai, fai into a wood. 

And many a have and loftij knight, in scaich of pastime good 
Followed the king and Sicgefried, with jocund heait and mind 
— Get not the keen, and Giselhei , the huntinq had declined' — 


869 
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450 8'1 
Tlic\ foi nied llic licarlli , then took then stand before the dark-green wood, 
Just wlierc Ibc game ^^c^e like to pass— all huntsmen brave and good! 
’Twas on an ample pasture-glade,— for there the hunt should be 

^Mlcn Siogfiicd came, the king was told, all, then seemed full of glee 

451 872 

Tlic Imiitmg-ineii, about the wood, their piopei stations took, 

Ucad'^ to dine the game perforce — then with right lofty look 
The potent Siegfried said, 'ye knights, of dauntlessness and fame! 

‘Who ‘ihows us to the paths and dells wheie haunt the stoutest game?’ 

452 873 

Shall \sc disidc'' so llagen said, ‘eie evei we begin 
'To beat this portion of the vood, and sec what game’s theiein? 

‘If so’t must he’ — then do we ken — I, and their highnesses — 

‘by talc and lank of ^\hal is slam, who the best hunlei is! — 

453 874 
‘I iheiefoic claim, tliat men and hounds be parted equally, 

That each may liiint that portion where he hopes most game to see 
‘ \\ lio pi 0 % OS the bcltoi sporting-man, shall have united praise ’ 

— The noble hunlci’s loitcicd not — but look then divcise wavs 

454 gTS 

lid SK'qfiud, ‘mill .i single hound nhich has been practised well 
In tins s 111)0 wood — knowing the paths, the lull-haunts, and the dell, 

1 11 take nu i hancc' -let iliosc who like, my share of yelpers heed!’ 
^^llh jocund fate and friciulK tone, so spake sir Sicgcfned 

155 870 

ill! ti did an aged huntsman hniig — tiaincd beagle to the knight, 

Wliii h ((ini kl\ led them to a spot, whore he with much delight 
111' <pi iiT\ s (w dll \ gno them clnsc — as each one rose to mow 
J ii-l IS 1)1 thts) our lalor times tlit ••lonchest himlsmen do 
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456 1 
A huge wild-boai witli feaiful tusks, the piaclised beagle found, — 

He took to flight, just then I ween, theie came upon the giound 
The verdeiei — who quick as thought attacked him on his slot 
The boai lan at the dauntless man, with choleT foaming hot 

457 882 
Sn Siegfried sprang upon the beast, an^ slew him with his swoi d 

Not many hunteis would have done the like, upon my woid! 

At Siegfiied’s wish the hound was called, and put upon the stung 
With piaises of that manly deed the spacious wood did iiug 

458 883 
On every side theie now was heard — tumult and high debate. 

Of people and of loud-tongued dogs — the noise was veiy gieat. 

So that the hills, the dales, and wood, loud echoes did give back 
Two dozen hounds that day were loosed — a veiy loyal pack' 

459 884 
Many a head of venison was speared, or slam by swoid 

Now would they to the vouchcis go — which guided the awaid 
Of who best hmiting-man had been? — but that could not take place. 

As Siegflied at the fixed lesoit, had not yet show his face 

460 885 
The ro^al sporting of that day, was done, — and yet not quite 

Those who collected round the health, brought many Skins to sight, 

’ And much of venison and beef, then stomach’s to legale 
neUa f what quantities came in, the glowing cooks to quail 

I 

461 88G 
The king dcsiicd his bugle-man the sounding hoin to \\ind. 

That all his noble fliends then ncai, and those who lagged behind, 

Should know that he repast would take he blew the blast ‘all home’ 

'VNhich ’twas known, that king and friends, were to head-quaiters come 
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462 

' Sir Siegfried lo lus liuntsman said, ‘’tis time we quit the wood ’ 

— Tlic^ galloped off at spanking pace — bs hwse was stout and good 
The lliund'ring of their hoofs uproused a full-grown grisly bear 
The knight o’ershoulder turned his head, and bid his man, beware’ 

463 868 
'Comrade, I warrant we shall ha\e some glorious pastime now, 

‘ Let loose the beagle with all speed, I've roused a bear I vow 
'Tlic fellow shall be mine erelong, and to head-quarters ride 
'nowc\er fast he scouts awav — he loses life and hide’’ 

4(j4 88D 

The hound was slipped — ^'thc bear took flight — and sought to get away, 
Sir Sicgfiied hoped to ride him down, and spear him when at bay, 
but he got 'mongst a fell of trees, — so that plan could not be 
Ah,’ thought the bear, 'I’ve done him now— he cannot follow me’’ 

16> 800 

The knight sprang offhis snorting steed — giimg his man the rein, 

And after the encumbered brute he ran with might and mam 
1 light could not sa\c’ — sir Siegfried closed,. and seized him by the nape 
^^lthOlll a wound he bound him tight — pre\enling all escape 

4G6 SDi 

flip bear could neillicr claw nor bile, llOwc^er hard he tiied 
Up looped liirn to the saddle’s crop, then mounted — on to ride 
Uno\anl with jo\ he lirought him lo the hearth-spot of resort, 

That others might tnJO^, through him — a lilllo no\cl sport — 

tCt7 tpo 

lb now il( ^cendi d from liis lior‘=c, and loosed the forceful cord 
Tit It hoiiml tin hoar four paws and snout the tethered dogs were heard , 
hiiul \ellmt, of tltLin all when that the bear lho\ Mcwcd 
Thi Imiu would Imlt into the wood. — alarm and flight ensued 
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468 900 
The beai aflrighled at the noise, into the kitchen bowled, 

And cooks, an^ men, and basting-boys, over each othei lolled' — 
llella ' what caaldions weie upset, and brands dispeised about 
The noblest i oasts in ashes lay — fuming their viitues out' 

469 1 901 
Now Started up fiom seltle-chaiis, the chieftains and then men 

The bear began to giowl his lage, — the king commanded then 
That all the beagles should be slipped which on the leashes weie 
That day had been a jocund day — had it but finished there 

470 002 
With cioss-bow, spcai, and javelin (quiet was at an end) 

The gallant huntsmen followed straight the way the bear did tend 
So many wcie the dogs of chase, that none the javelin threw 
The tumult great was echoed back, by mountains not a few' 

471 003 
The giisly monster ambled on, and kept awhile the lead, 

None could appioach him save the knight — the valiant Siegefiied, 

Who fell upon him sword m hand, until his life-blood flowed 
— The beai was taken back again — to \vheie the heailh-fiie glowed 

472 00-1 
Those whd obseived the conflict dire — lauded his matchless sticnglh 
The sportsmen all wcic summoned to the festive board at length 

They foimed a goodly company, upon a level space 
— Right knightly was the table decked — each huntsman took his place 

47J 90C 

Then said the bla^e loid Siegcfiicd ‘1 maivel without end 
‘That fiom the royal kitchen stock they gicat abundance send 
‘Wheieas, the blooming ccllnimen, louclisafe no cup of wine' 

‘If such youi huntei’s usual faie — hunting’s no spoit of mine' 
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474 

The Xetberlander further said ‘a plague on suchlike love' 

‘Sc^cn Sumpters bearing wine and mead — your joyousness to prove — 
‘Should ha\e been here by streak of day ngbt damtily to dme 
Could thatnothe' — ^h\ then a ou should have pitched usneartheRhme’’ 

475 910 
Thereto replied the TronMe chief ‘noble and lofty knight' 

I ken hard l)^ a matchless spnng, whose water runs most bnght 
It ma\ prove welcome beverage, — so please ^on we wall go’ — 

That counsel caused to manv a knisht, untoward fate, I trow 

476 91“ 
^o\^ as the chiefs would hasten towards the broad-spread hnden tree, 
^aid Tronic Hagen carelcssU, it has been told to me — 

That none in running can outstep the fair Chnemhildas lord 
In wager race —here is good ground, for proof if he accord 

477 91-4 

''ir i^iegfried of the Xctherlands, then said with irony 
>uppns\. ^oursell assa\ the truth — b\ starting fair with me 
V running match' unto the spnng, where we%e to quench the thirst 
The hiehc'l praise be his who gams the distant object first” 

I7l5 913 

\\(11 be It vo' '•tout Ilascn said I !1 test what speed \ ou make' 

T!tf ^triinu htrd Sicgefncd rejoined ‘I II add unto the slake 
- If \n 1 (](> cmri 1 11 homage do L\ kncclinn at \onr feet' 

XMm n t'^ni knu GimlliLr understood his heart with rapture beat 

179 

'• ii I d 1 'I 1 1 -- ''I _^fru-d aeain — one resolution more 
I j' e r% ) I th in'll-- lb it I before the hunlinu bore 
T jni I iilt’i 'Uid ]i d ibo Tn\ ‘^porting gear — 

--lif - ’ _ 1 - ij'ii\i_r a' 1 bi"; — ilij. wljitli he held mo'-l dear 


Di<- 
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^o^^ ilul ihcN doff then luinlmg clothes with vciy nimble hand, 

\nd in tN\o ‘^Imts white as snow, one saw' the heroes stand 
Like two fierce panthcis, they w'Cie seen to bound o’ci the champaign 
That Sicgcfiicd fust reached the t-pimg, was from a distance plain 

151 918 
He gamed the race and got the piaisc, m view' of many a one 

Ills swoid he ijmckl^ put aside — and qui\ei W'as undone, 

The jiond lous ja\’hn he did lean against a hndcn-bianch, 

Then to the issue of the spring, went Siegefiicd the stanch’ 

152 919 

Ills Mrtucs and Ins courtesies, wcic of the highest lank 
The legal shield he placed upon the sti camlet’s shching bank 
\nd thoueh his thnst was \civ sicat, — that thiist w'as not lche^cd 
Until the niicmsh king had quafied poor thanks the knight received’ 

183 9:0 

The watci pio\cd enchanting cold, — and very pmc, I liow' 

King Gunther kncclmg plied his lips, unto the limpid flow', 

\nd liaxing quenched an aidcnl thiist, he stood cicct again. 

So, Siegfried willingly had done — but he was basely slam 

48 J 921 

Lo, how his Mrtues w'cre repaid! — his quivci, sw'Oid and bow’, ' 
lufcinal Hagen mo\cd away, — beyond liis icacli, I trow' 

And quickly coming back again to filch the Ja^chn — 

He saw the cioss upon his clothes, Avhich Chriemhild had stitched m 

48t 922 

As now lord Sicgfiicd slaked his thiist, extended on the giound, 

Yile Hagen stabbedhun thi oughthe cross — the blood sprangfi omthe w'ound, 
So that the Tionyian’s clothes w'eic soiled by Siegfrieds spouting goie 
Such deed no knight wall do again, — if cvci done befoie 
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4S6 

As Sicefnca, fired noble wralb, upsprang from limpid stream, 

One saw from ’tween his shoulder blades the rankling jav’hn’s beam 

— He ran to where he hoped to find his quiver, or his sword — 

Then, liad base Hagen on the spot received his due reward 

4b7 925 

But ah’ — the deadly-wounded prince, no trusty swoid could find 
iVo weapon fit for nghteous WTath remained for him behind! 

Then seized he eagerly the shield and at proud Hagen ran 

— There was no chance by cra^en flight for that malignant man 

4SS 926 

Siegfried, though wounded unto death, so powerfully smote, 

Tliat from his shield out-started straight — jewels of highest note 
The shield was sundered through and through, — proMng of little use 
"Vet, did the noble stranger hope, to Aengc the foul abuse' 

4b9 927 

Bcneatli his hands tlic Irony ic chief la^ stretched upon the ground 
Of hi*: hard blows the plain and hills, returned a hollow sound. 

Had ho been sword in hand, that chief, had surely breathed no more 
Great angiii‘:h ro\al Siegfried felt the wound was aery sore 

490 9.S 

Tilt colour (led his florid cheeks — he could no longer stand 
Ihs l)od\ polcnca ga\c waa — and ncraeless was his hand 
So ‘•oon ns deaths pale seal was stamped, upon his mania face 
— 1 rclnn'_, he wa'! bemoaned ba dames of comeliness and eracc' 

191 921 

Atiiid •■weet lield-flowcr' fell the king — Chricmhilda s matchless lord' 
One iw hi" hi, irt blood thb apace — through where base Hagen gored 
I r„( d h\ ‘-har[> ihroo" and mental pangs, — he used his flitting breath 
To r< pntii Hid ihc Inathrous few who strataecmed his death 

Q 
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Thus spake the deadly-wounded punce — ‘0 chieftains infamous! 

‘How have ye valued my past help? — basely to serve me thus! 

‘I c^cl have shown loyally — and this is^my rcwaidl — 

‘Evil foi good, is all the boon that you to friend accord’’ 

493 932 

The knights all ran to Avhcie they saw the gallant Siegfried lay 
It proved to many a woithy man a vciy joyless day' — 

Those who a spark of virtue claimed, bemoaned the sad befall 
Such sympathy the matchless knight dcscived fiom one and all 

494 D33 
The Burgund king amongst the icst lamented his foul death 

Thcicon, the dying chief lemaikod, ‘far bcltei save youi biealh, 

‘Than moan o'er ciimc which you yourself — were suiely privy to, 

‘Such nieiits blame, — a deed so base, should have been stopped by you 

495 D3 1 
Grim Hagen unto Gunther said ‘of what do you complain? 

‘ Our soirows and vexatious cares, have a sure ending ta’en' 

‘Few now remain to cope with us, in wai fare’s daiing deed, — 

‘I’m satisfied that by my hand — of him, our land is freed ’ 

49G 135 

‘You have no cause to pride yourself,’ — said Siegcfued the bold, 

‘For had I but surmised the plot your base heart did unfold, 

‘I should have run no iisk of death — fiom such a thing as thee! 

‘All my legiet is for my wife — Chricmhild, so deai to me 

497 93G 

‘Now must, tho Loid, commisciale that e’ei I had a son! 

*Foi in tho com sc of years I know it will be dwelt upon, 

‘Tliatliis best fiiend, by neai akin, disgiacefully was slam' — 

'Howc^ cr neai my end I be, — of that I must complain ’ 
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49S 93' 

Again m Ins eviremity — ibus spake the wonnded knigbt, 

‘\Y)li ibou, 0 king ofBurgundie' once more on earth do right*? — 

‘Then let Chnembild ^\hom I ha\e loved with loyalty so true, 

‘Bcccive protecting graciousness — and brother-love from you 

499 938 

‘Let her In kindness know and feel — that she your sister is' 

‘And he to her a faithful friend in all state-services 

‘Long must my sire and knighthood wait retnm of Siegefned’ — 

‘^ollllng could happen so adverse, ’raongst friends, as this foul deed ’ 

500 939 

The /icld-noMcrs all about, were wet, mlh royal Siegfried’s gore 
lie struggled manfully with death — but that ^was cpnckly o’er 
I or death's keen scythe once on the swing, no mortal form nitbslands 
— Soon died the truly gallant chief of distant Netherlands 

501 940 
Wien Gunther and his nobles sav\, (hat Siegefned was dead, 

Thc\ placed him on a shield of gold, — and then to council sped, 

To ponder o’er m close conclaie, how they might best succeed 
In keeping from the public car — that Hagen did the deed 

502 941 
Then discrs of that council said, ‘woe has o’erlakcn ns' 

‘ Ml in one Moiy inn*:! agree — hiding the scandalous — 

^^cl! ‘:a\ that ChncnihiUrs lOAal spouse would hunt alone the wood 
And wa*; b^ robber*: fallen on, who slew the hra^e and eood' 

^03 04 i 

Then ■'aul the ireful Tronvic chief, ‘m\sclf will take him home' 

It (It itt( r*- not (o me i tloii, \f to her ears it come 

Tint Ik* e- d( ,id who caui-ed Itninhihl such grief and sorrow tliroc*: 

— I tuth care for v.Uat che oi does, mid weeping woes' 
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LEGEND IX 

Shoicmg how Siegfried teas bewailed bij Chnemhtlda and others — and 

then biirted 

505 sj-i 
Now, tell I, if thon’lt lend an eai, — of great effrontery, 

And liomblo ro\cngcfulness' — vile Hagen did deeree 

That Siegfried king of Nib’lungcn — a conduct doubly base' ’ ' 

Should be transported to the site of Cliuembild’s dwelling place 

506 04D 
lie bid them slily put the corpse, close to her cbainber door, 

That she perforce must find it, when she left her room before 
The ';un an as up, to go to mass, — or resting-hours wcie run 
A pious dul^ ' -which ho know, she seldom left undone 

507 94 G 
At usual time, tlic minsler-bcll summoned the good, to prayers 
Clincmhihla rose and waked her maids -who slept untw itched by cares 
She bid them bimi^ her hglit, and send, her robing-damc -w’ltli speed 

— Her chainbcrlaan armed just then, and found dead Siegefried' 

508 947 

He '-aw one much dcfacotl 1)5 blood — w'hoso clotliin" still -was wet 

- O 

That it Ills ro5al master wa';, had reaped his e-jc as -jet 

He trill red t liricuihilds ehainbcr door, with glcamy lamp in hand, 

\iid b\ lit feeble r.i\c, full c;oon — she all did comprehend 
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As to the minster, with hei maids, Chriomhilda would proceed, 

The chambcilain did rashly say, ‘mistress' I pray you heed 
‘Before the chambei lies m goie, foisiirc, a muidcicd knight’’ 

‘Ah me’’ Chricmhilda shuddering said, ‘youi tidings do alTiight’ 

510 951 952 

Ilei maiden said, ‘pci chance it is a stranger and a guest?’ 

A sudden pang made ciimson goie rush from Chiicmhilda’s breast, 

— Foi she had recognized the corse, howe’er disguised by blood 
There lay the slaughtered Sicgcfrrcd — the bland, the brave, the good! 

511 953 

Then spake, m most heart-rending tone, the giief-disli acted queen, 
‘Woe’s me! that this should come to pass! — unhacked thy shield has been 

‘By noble combatants m fight, murdered, thou host there' 

‘Would that I knew who did the deed!— his death should be my care’ 

612 954 

The dames and maids all joined with hci, m loud and shrill bewail. 
Proving unto their honoured queen, how sorrow did prevail 
In their kind bosoms, for the king — destroyed so dastardly 
Hagen’s revenge of Brunhild’s grief — was wrath, wreaked ruthlessly' 

613 965 

Then sard the much-afilicted-one, ‘fly at your utmost speed, 

‘To wake mo up king Siegfried’s knights — of them I now have need! 
‘Also, to royal Sicgismund, my woeful sorrow tell, 

‘And ask if he will join lament, for one wo loved so well ’ 

614 95 c 
The waiting page made haste to where slept Siegfried’s loyal men. 

And heroes bravo who came with him, from distant Niblungen 
The melancholy tidings brought, deprived them all of joy — 

They would not credit the account till tears burst fiom the boy' 

7 ' 
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5It 

^^^nkc’ awake' king Sicgisinund — foi I am sent to tlicc 
IK mN dear mistress queen Cluicmluld who is m agon\ ' 

Her woe hc\ond endurance strong has fastened on her heart 
^otI are hesouglit to mouni with her — since therein ■son ha^e pail 

=ilG psn 

I ord Siegmund raised him on his couch 'what is this news said he, 

Of ':iifrnng< 1)01 ne h^ fan Chricinhild, which \ouic to tell to me’’’ — 
The tidings’ “^aid the weeping page, 'from \oii I dar’ii t willdiold 
TKc\ \c murdered m some wicked wa\ king Siegefucd the bold ’ 

=S17 060 

Tlicn said the aood kmc Sicmsiiumd — ‘hushed be ihv slandrous longue 
‘ \t ni\ au'terc command withhold Nour doubtful talc of wiong' 

^n^ not to me that \ou’\c been told mv matchless son is slam' — 

— 1 could not long suniic the pang of such disgraceful stain 

=>1S 961 

If thou 0 king' diotni«i nn talc — i ourself ma\ witness be 
Of how Cliricmhilda and hei maids are in crcai aeoiu, 

\nd mourn in lamentations loud, the death of Siegcfricd’’ 

Kiim ^u'gmuIul ohuddered at the news — his heart began to bleed 

>19 qo; 

He md In'- hundred valiant kiiightb — sprang each fioni downv bed 
Th, \ cluthod tlicni^clvco, ind oeizcd their swords to be b\ Siegiiiund led. 
\11 nn to whore thev heard the tones of wailin" and of woe’ 

l\ii c, ‘'lOj.fned thoii^aiul dauntless knights came quicklv there, I trow 

=•.’0 06, 

111' 1 won’ the km, with hurried pace, to where he Cdinemhild found 
ml I I wm , w(«L — nh«. that we oer trod tlu'- Bnrgund ground' 

K lio 1 1 - iuoi>_'t friend-, ami near ,akiii this tleod of luunlei done ’ 

\\ 1 I' li (h pnv 1 , d thoi of thv lord’ who robbed mo of nn son^ 
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occ 


‘Would that 1 knew who did the deed'’ the lofty princess said 
•M> mind and nc ‘should c^el dw'ell on his de^oled head' 

‘ — Such sudeimgs should ho hi ought on him, hA, my levengeful hate, 
‘As that each fiiend he CAcr had — should feel disconsolate’ 


9Cfi 


on? 


522 

King Sicginund then his muidcrcd son unto his lieait did pi css 
So rcnding-loud — his fiiciuls sent forth then wailings of distress. 
That Gunther’ palaces and hall echoed their notes of pain, — 

Eke, the thick walls of ancient Woims ictmncd those tones again 

523 

\11 that was done could not console sii Siegfried’s moaning wife 
The gon clothes were taken off the knight, dcpincd of life — 

Hi«: wounds weie washed, and then his coisc was laid upon a hicr. 
This, to his brave retainers was right melancholy chcci 


521 nos 

Then said these valiant knights, who came from Nibclungcn lands, 
‘Revenge, you mav rely upon at our full willing hands! 

‘He, who has done the bloodv' deed — foisuic, is ’ncath this loof ’ 

— The knights went forth to arm themselves, foi sad Chriemhild’s behoof 

525 Dpq 

Those bold knights icappearod, erelong, — bearing stout speai and shield 
Eleven hundied siiong were they — a troop not like to yucld. 

With good king Siegmund at their head, — he was with vengeance fired, 
And would his dear son’s death aven 2 :e, as his true hcait desired 


526 


970 


On whom? — alas, they knew^ not then, who noble Sicgfiied slew'. 
Unless ’tw'as Gunther, king of Rhine, and his chief ictinue. 

With whom the slam loid Sicgefiied rode out unto the wood 
— Chriemhilda saw them fully anned to hci it seemed not good 


7 
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527 

IIowc\cr great her sorrow was — howe’er immersed m tears, 

She felt for her true Niblung knights, the most decided fears, 
l)^ her brother’s men o’erpowered they met untimely end, 

— She hemmed their rashness by advice, — as when friend cautions fiiend 

628 972 

Then epake the deeply-sorrowing queen, ‘lord Siegmund tell to me, 
‘■\Mial arc voui views and purposes? — act you right prudently! 

‘ — King Gunther has a ready force — of many valiant men 
‘ \ c arc all lost, if e attempt to strike him m his den ’ 

529 973 
Their shields bound on — they one and all burnt for the keen alfray 
riiricnihild commanded, and besought, — in most persuasive way. 

That the bra\c knights of Niblungen should not in wrath depart 

— TIica uorc all bent on keen revenge — that cut her to the heart' — 

530 974 
S.ml she, ‘inv dear lord Siegismund’ — ’twere better left alone 

‘Until sonic more propitious time — when they shall well atone 
•Hereafter, 1 uith -jou will join, to work out \ongeance due 
‘He, ulio has done the horrid deed, shall feel Chriemhilda’s ire' 

531 973 
‘Here on the Ithinc the host is great of Gunthers daring men 
‘Therefore, I strongly counsel -jou, ’gainst conllict there and then 

‘1 or c\cr\ one of voii they’d ha\c — thirty bold men, or moic 
•God helping' as thc>’Ne done to us— I’ll do to them, moico’ci '’ 

532 97C 
‘0, sm\ Willy nic, NC warlike chiefs, and patiently endure 

Our heaw and o crwhchuing grief— until the davlight lure 

Tlien ( \n ^e help me to enshnne king Sicgmund’s much lo^cd son ’ 

The bri\e knights ^.ud ‘illustrious queen' th\ amsIics shall be done’ 
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53J 977 

— No one can full dcsciiplion give, or wondcis liuly slate, 
or how bold knighls, and noble dames, bemoaned su Sicgfncd’s fate 
Then shrieks and lamentations i cached the goodly (ow'ii of Woims, 

And all its w'oilhy cili/cns hied to the spot in sw’aims 

5Jt 978 

The) joined then wailings to the guests’ — when they his coise did view 
Of Brunhild’s chaige ’gainst Sicgcfiicd, these townsmen nothing knew, 

Noi what the ailful subtcifugc foi taking his bia\c life' — 

^Ylth the high dames of Chiicmhild’s court, wept many a tradesman’s w'lfe 

535 979 

A cunning smith was ordcicd then — wath fitness to piOMdc 
A gold-and-silvci coffin straight, — full stout, and long, and wide, 
bmbossing it with knobs of steel — and non bands to bind 
Thereon, were all Cluicmhilda’s folk, of vciy dowmeast mind 

53G 980 

'file checilcss night had passed away, and morn appealed again 
Then Chricmhild ordered that the bici, be to the minstei ta’en, ' 

■\Yhcrcon lay Sicgcfiicd the king — hci veneiated Joid 
All his true fi lends, walh tcaiful eyes, followed of own accoid 

981 

Arnved willmi flic mimici -porch — tchal iiioui iifvl peals wcic mug! 

One heard o'ei all qmesceut hymns, by holy pncslhood sung 

Then came hing Gunther, and his men, unlo the sadd’ning scene, 

) 

Also, the wrathful Tronytan chief such act was base, I ween 

983 

Said Chitcmhild, ‘weie yoiii gnefs siuccie, my husband had not died' 

‘Thai you no mth have shown toioaids me, is not to be dented , — 

‘ Since I am sundei ed ft om my lot d by vilest ti cachet y 
‘ 0, would to God all-met ciftil, — the victim had been I ' ’ 
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9S4 

Thnj both dcmcd lhai they had hand vt Siegfried’s cruel end 
Then >;aid Chriemhilda pointedly — ^ thus may the truth be kenned 
‘Approach ye singly to the corpse^ tn presence of all here, 

‘ That so, in manner martellous, the cerity appear > ’ 


985 

A irondcr 'Its, get true as strange, and what e'en now takes place 
)J hene cr the fell assassin looks upon his cictim's face. 

The dead man s iroiinds do bleed anew — certes, so did they then! 

And by the token ITagen s guilt was plain to holy men 

98G 

The purple gore gushed from the wounds, as it had done befote. 

If great lament had shoicn itself — now, was the wailuig more 
Then said king Gunther forcibly — ‘with this much be content 
He was by forest robbers slam' — Hagen is innocent!’ 

98' 

Those fonst-robbers arc well known to me,’ said sad Chriemlnld, 

Vai/ rcngcancc by almighty God thioiigh hts true friends he willed' 

1 es — Gunther brave and Hagen hold ' — licas ye who slew the hinghl ’ 

— Then thought king Siegfried s men again, of waging mortal fight 

537 993 

^\llcn it wnt; kno\\'n that priests did cbanl -within the minster-church, 

\tid that the knight cncoffincd was — what crowds went there m search! 
\nil fni his ^nul olil itions brought — ckc, sacrifice of piaxers, 

IK did not want for fnendlN iicarts — ’mongsf enemies and snares 

53S dd I 

\flhi ti d t hni riihild now did unto the tiiamhcrlaiii, 

\oii iinisi on nn .iccoiint endure iniicii trouble and much pam 
To thosi wild hneil kin:; ‘so gefiied, and lo\al pro\cd to me 
1 V t _(dd for his di'ar snnls report, be doled out bounteousK ’ 
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No einKlion knowing uglil liom wiong, Iiowgnci small of si/c, 

Hut 1)1 ought, cic he ^^as lombocl, in pia^ci, then infaut saciilioc' 

\ huiuhcd masses — if not moie, weie daily foi him snug 

llicic flocked (0 sec king Siegfiicdb. bier, the old, mid-aged and young 

5I(> 996 

^M^cu that the smgmg \^as all o’ei, the people avcuI towaids town 
Then said Cliiicmhilda to hei fi tends — ‘lea\e me not hete alone, 

‘To \\ail and Nsatch thionghonl the night, the most ilhistiioiis chief 
‘With his deal life lied peace of mind — niy joy is Imned to giicf’ 

'’•1 998 

The townsfolk all went stiaightwa'^s home, the night-homs to beguile 
Piiesthood and monks, Chriemhild besought to laiiy theic a^^hlle, 
Togcihet with the trusty men who scivcd the mutdcied king 
Then night was ^e^^ soiiowfnl — the day no icst did bung 

542 1000 

So many of the abject pooi, as thcieaboul were found. 

Had gold doled out fiomSiegfiied’s stoic, that their faint heai is might sound 
In holy icquiem for the dead — ■s\ho had reached caithly goal 
Full maiiY a thousand raaik was given on scoie of his fled soul 

513 1001 

She ga\c large gifts of luddy gold, and veiy fcitile giound. 

To cloisters and to holy-men, whcicvci they weic found 
And to the pooi, new gaimcntiy — with much of silvei pence 
Chiicmhilda proved, by woitliy deeds — ho lo\c ^\as no pictcnce' 


On the thud mom, as I’ve been told — just when high mass ^^as sung, 
The minster’s consecialcd giound, so ample, bioad and long 
Was full of weeping pcasantiy, his obsequies to tend 
They came to scive him aflei death — as fiicnd should do foi fiiend 
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545 1004 

When holy riles were said and o’er, and all had ceased to sing, 

Tlic muUilude set up a shriek that made the welkin ring' — 

Noa\ was the body carried from the minster to the grave,— 

Then, nought was heard but sighs and sobs, for Siegefried the brave' 

546 1005 

Loud wailing — follow’ed they the biei, as slowly it moved on 
No chcciful aspect clothed the face of husband, wife or son 
— before the bearers did let down the corpse of Siegefried, 

Some goodly priests with solemness did service sing and read 

647 1006 

Ere that Chnemhilda came unto the grave of her deai spouse. 

Her SOI row -struggle was so fierce that death stood on her brows 
So water from the spring was fetched, her feelings to abate 
— Her soul’s keen tribulation was beyond all measure, great ^ 

548 1007 
Twns wonderful that' she survived the wringings ofher heart 

1 nil many a kind and w'ccpmg wife — assistance did impart 
Come to herself, the piiiiccss said, ‘ye men of loyally! 

I or Siegfried’s sake, display your love m gracious act towards me 

549 1008 
toiichsafc, to dissipate my grief, this favour kindhly 

I el me once moic his beauteous face foi consolation sec ’ — 

^hc begged so long and ardently — with eyes o’crwhclmcd by teais. 
Tint lhe\ forced ope the coffin-lid — to mitigate her cares 

550 1000 
Then In the sjini where Siegfried la\, the weeping queen was led, 

With her white hands she gcntl\ raised his fair and handsome head, 

\nd ]il lilted on the kniL.hls chill lips — her kisses, o’er and o’crl 
piri ii hi r im iit d anguish prn\(d, that out gushed tears of gore 
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\t length, the finnl parting cnnic — the qncen withdrcAV her hand, 
^nd \\a‘: AMtli kindncs*^ borne awa^ — she could no longei stand 
Ml bodysticngth forsook Chneinhild — hci senses too, hod fled 
— That paragon of bcantY seemed as one aheady dead' 

552 

iSow that the noble Siegfried was to mother-earth consigned. 

One saw that all afllictcd weic m body and m mind, 

AMio came with him to upper llhmc fiom distant Nib'hmg land 
And joA, too surely, Hod the hcail of Siegismund the bland 

653 

ManA there AACre amongst his friends, who neither ate noi diank 
I'or full three doAS and eke three nights, — and those of highest rank 
but then half dead, thc^ aacic compelled to take suppoiling food 
Urclong, thou gucf consumed itself — and calmer mood ensued 
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LEGEND X 


Showing how Jang Stegtsmtind and Ins hntghts rctnni home, not having tn- 
dticed Chncmlnlda to accompatig htm Moi cover hoio ‘ ihcNibdungen hoard’ 
IS brought to Worms, tt having been Chriemhtlda’i marriage gift after- 
wards, zt is seized on by Hagen, and sunk m the i iver Rhine 


554 joij 

Ciincnihilda’s parent, Sicgismund, sought audience at her hands , 

\nd said unto the widowed queen — ‘now seek we our own lands! 

‘We aic heconie unwelcome guests, here, on the upper Rhine, 

* Therefore, CLriembilda, ride with us, to kingdom that is mine 

655 10J3 

‘There, shalt thou, dearest daughter, claim the most august degree, 

‘And reign o’er all my Sicgefued, crewliile, intended thee’ 

‘ — rlic kingdom, and the regal ciown, shall be at thy command , 
‘Morco’er, fee-service fiom the knights of fai famed Niblung-land ’ 

556 1 0 1 0 
Then sennig-mcn wdie now infoimcd that all would homewaid iidc 
^^llIth canned much bustle, and much joy, in stables near and wide 

— I onger, amid then potent foes they had no wish to stay, 

\n(l dames and mauls weie told to pack their costliest an ay 

557 1017 
1*- lunv king Siognuiiul ^^as prepared to mount his gallant steed 

t lira miiildn s mother, witli ninth waimth, began to inteiccde 
That '•he with In r iieai iclali\es <;hould li\c contentedly 
~ Tim grn Tuorii d mghier made itpb, ‘molhei, that cannot be' 
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5S8 1018 

Toi how cotild I eiulure lo ha\c him cvci in my sight, 

‘Who woikod on mo, a hapies*^ wife' (he piossmo of his spite?’ 

Tlien said the >outlifnl Giscllicr 'si-nIci, so deai lo niel • , 

‘On i>coro of lihal pic(\ — tliou’lt with oni motliei he 

(’'>9 1010 

'Tiom those who'\e done thee giic\ouswioiig, and saddened thypiue mind, 
‘llion shah no bounty boon lecene — I, cseiy cost wall find'’ 

Slie made reply to Giselliei — ‘it ma\ not, cannot be' 

M\ death would follow on the spot — should I base llagcn see’ 

5G0 1020 

‘ \gains( such chance, my dcai Chiiemhild! th^ brothci will piONidc, 
‘Thou shah in peace and dignity with Giselhci icsidc, 

‘\Mio will b^ even nil and means pio\c kind as Siegcfiicd’ 

Then said the joy-forsiiken one, ‘thereof I ha\c great need'’ 

“iGl 1023 

Thereon, she piomiscd Gisclhcr — m Buigundic to stay 

The steeds wcic bi ought to Siegmund’s knights, (hat (hey might iidc awMy 

To then long left, and much lo\cd homes, m fai famed Niblung land 

— The suinpleis, laden with knight’s gcai, one saw' m couit-yaid stand 

'iG2 102-1 

King Sicgmuiul w'cnt, with languid step, to whcio Chriemhild was then, 

\nd spoke thus to the widowed queen, ‘thy slaughtcicd Sicgfucd’s men 
‘Beside then hoi*scs stand and wail foi yom good company 
‘ — I have no liking, on my word, to sta^ m Bmgundic'’ 

'’GJ 1023 

To him icphcd the mouinrul damo — ‘I'm uiged m loving teims 
‘B^ km who have shown constancy — to slay with (hem in Woims 
‘Since m the famous IShblung icalm, I havo no kindicd tiuc ’ 

— King Sicgismund fell sorely hint when ho the upshot knew 
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564 

‘BeIo\ed Chncmbild' be not o’erraled,’ the good king mildly said 
‘In prefrence to my near akin — the croN\n shall grace your head, 
illi all the rule and majesty, that ’domed it heretofore 
‘lou sliall not feel, in those respects, the loss of Siegfried more 

565 1027 

‘And for ^ our child’s sake, 1 entreat, you nde along with us 
‘To put him now m orphanage — w'ere somewhat marvellous' 

‘As he grows up towards man’s estate, he’ll comfort your sad mind 
‘Till then, amongst our -saliant knights — you loyal friends will find 

566 1028 
•^aid she, ‘m\ good loid Siegismund — I dare not ride with you' 

Rut here must tarry with my kin — through love, and duty too 
‘Morco’er, thc^ II help me to lament the bra\e sir Siegefried’’ 

—This unexpected piece of news, the kindK warriors grieved 

567 1029 
Then said the knights with one accord — ‘alas' we must allow 

‘That we ne’er felt such rankling pang as doth afOict us now, 

‘1 or that \ou arc rcsohed to bide amongst our dcadlv foes'’ 

— \c\er did knighthood seek their homes, so o\erw'helmed by woes 

5G8 1030 

‘ I arew cir ’ — said she — ‘ dc\ oid of fear, x ou mav from "Burgund ride, 
i'nr 1 \c arranged that thc^ forthwith, a good escort proxide, 

1 nto the border of xour realm — as for mx darling box% 

1 ini«t him to xour loxe and care, with confidence and jox 

5G9 1032 

\(.tiir'-( il now be the festwal' — exclaimed the king august — 
fn *■( irih of pl( asiirc nexer more shall happen to, I trust, 

Km^ and tin' inenibLr^ of hi« house, xxhal hath to us occurred' 

It I III I r ri’vi'-il Itiir„nii(lic‘ — oii pledge of roxal woid 
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570 1033 

Then spake sii Siegfried’s valiant knights m firm and loidly strain, 

‘ — ’Tis not improbable that we, do visit Woims again 

‘In seal eh of him — whale’ ei his rank — who slew our much loved king, 

‘ — Whose km and fi lends are strong enough, the scouigc ofwai to bring ’ 

571 1031 
The good king kissed with tendeincss, Chricmhild, — and weeping spoke. 
When he peiceived she still declined hci purpose to i evoke 

‘Anon, we joylessly iclurn, unto the lands I own 

‘TIic full weight of my soul’s deep grief, is now to me eist known 1’ 

572 1035 

Without cscoit they lodc foilhwith — from Worms across the Rhine, 

Then noble minds, to thoughts like these, did piobably incline, 

‘Should we by foes be fallen on, whilst passing Burgund-lands, 

‘Oui only tiusty guards shall be — our own brave Niblung-hands!’ 

573 1030 
Of what moic came of them, avc scaich the legend tales m vain' 

— But in famed Worms was often heaid, Chnemhilda loud complain 
That no one comforted her heart — and half distracted mind — 

Unless ’twas Giselher, — who proved consideiate and kind! 

574 1043 
To where was buried hei beloved — (full rarchj ’twas not so) 

One saw her, as each day returned, in deepest soirow go, ^ 

There, to a gracious God she prayed foi mercy on his soul 
Right often, for the knight, big tears adown her cheeks did roll' 

575 1046 
During tluee years and six long months, she mouincd her buried lord 
With constancy, and pious love, m undisturbed accord 

No word to Gunther ever passed her pure and hallowed, tongue 
Nor Ilagen — chiefest of her foes — saw she, the whole time long 
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rso reconcilement ever cost so many tears before, 

'Jlongst near akin,— her loss had madeTier mind and bosom sore, 
—She could forget the past m all — save m respect of one 
— The murderous deed had ne’er occurred — unless by Hagen done 

577 

Short lime elapsed before ’twas planned, and that -with base accord, 
Tliat Chriemhild should lay claim unto the precious Niblung hoard, 
And that it must from Niblnngen, be brought to upper Rhine 
—It ^^as hci mamage-moinmg gift! and therefore her’s t’assign 

578 

When Albrich (Siegfried’s treasurer) saw troop from Burgund come. 
To claim the ‘hoard’ — he hastily, thus spake his mind to some, 

‘ We can’t \\ ilhhold the treasure now, by duty or by thrift, 

'Trom the august and widowed queen, since ’twas her marriage gift 

579 

‘ — But they should never have the hoard, had w'e not to our cost 
‘Tlirougli matchless dauntlessnoss, time past, light marvellously lost 
‘The ^ ciling-clonk ' — aaIucIi Siegefried obtained in combat sore, 

‘And ^\hlch the fair Chiicmhilda’s spouse on some occasions wore 

580 

'^n\\ — has it happened woefully to Sicgcfiied the biave, 

1 01 that he gamed oui \eihiig-cloak, and all the hoard did crave 
‘Mori'oicr, that he did subdue the realm of Nib’lung land ’ 
fht trcaciiror loliicd auhile — returning, kc^s in hand — 

581 

Nov\ did riincinhilda’s niossciigcrs stand ’fore the Ireasui e-hill 
With ihoin wen ‘•oinc of her akin The hoaid was at their will 
Tr.iii'-porlPtl ijinckU to (he 'Strand, and thence ’board biiganimc 
< ultd ihcN from the treasure-bill, unto the ri\cr Rhino' 
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682 

At length, the mighty hoaid ai lived at Woims m Buigundie, 

And queen Chiieinhild leceived the same into hei custody • 

The vaults, and lowcis, wcie filled beyond what they could well conUun 
Such wondious talc of riches, none will cvci hcai again' 

683 lOGc 
Noav had thcic been a thousand times so much as there did stand 
And Sicgcfiicd icvivificd — though pooi as bcggai’s hand 
She had not chosen Niblung’s hoaid, — but him icstoicd to life 
— Novel did knight, bcfoic oi since, possess so true a wife! 

684 

Chiicmhilda now, to pooi, and iich, gieat laigcsses did give, — 

Which made keen Hagcii counsel thus, — ‘if she pci chance do live 
‘But little while, — wo all shall see, how to heisclf she’ll gain 
‘Licgo-sci vices fiom many a knight, to youi gicat loss and pain ’ 

585 

Gunlhci lephod, ‘why all she has, is hers to hold or quill 
‘What light have I to counlciact her mode of spending it? 

‘With much ado, she has become — nioio reconciled to me 
‘And shall I mleifeic with hci givings of jewehy?’ 

68G 1070 

Hagen lejoined unto the king, ‘no lulci of good sense 
‘Would e’ci allow a widowed wife, such tioasuics to dispense! 

‘With hci gioat givings she will bung conspiiacics to light, 

‘Such as will sot biavo Burgundic in wondei and affiight ’ 

6S7 1071 

Then said king Guuthei, ‘be it told! I swore to hci an oath, 

‘That novel moio I’d do hex -wiong — oi cause hei to be wioth' 

‘Boicfcnd! that cvci I again, should set hei iie adamo’ 

Said Hagen, ‘you must clip lici wings, — and I will bcai the blame ’ 
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688 

That oaths of some proved valueless, was much to be deplored 
—They basely filched from widowed queen, the great and precious hoaid! 
Stout Hagen took the treasure-keys— and closely kept Uiem too 
—Her brother Gernol was right vext, when he the tidings knew 

589 107D 

Then said the noble Gisolher, 'the Tronyie Hagen’s hate 
‘Has worked my sister grievous ill — I must such wrong abate' 

■were he not my near akin, I’d touch him to the life!’ 

Again, to ovcr\\helming tears, was doomed sir Siegfiied’s wife' 

690 1078 

Said she, ‘ dear brother' graciously, your given word respect 
‘You said — my person and my goods — ’gainst all, you would protect! 
He made reply unto the queen, — ‘that surely shall bo done ' 

‘When wo return from visiting wc all ride forth anon!’ 

691 1076 
King Gunther with his knights and friends, rode out of Burgundie 

— Among them were the ^e^y best — for truth and honesty 
Hagen alone of all the chiefs — made choice to stay behind 
That was from hatred to Chricmhild — the hoard was in Ins mind' 

692 1077 
Before the king and his akin, had rode back from abroad 

Ba':c Ilagcn had possessed himself of all the Nib’lung-hoardl 
The which he sunk beneath the waves, near Lochhcim on the Uhine 
Hoping, some da^, ’twould be his own —the fates did disincline! 

693 107S 
At length, the kings .and chiefs returned, and with them many men, 

Then on Chricinhilda, with much warmth, impeached him there and then, 
Joined In her dames and wailing-mnids, who underwent much grief 
iVmco Gisolher was well inclined to justice, and relief 
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The kings and chiefs weie of a mind that Hagen had done ill 
He thciefoie quilted Burgundie, to ’scape their rage, until 
He should obtain their giace anew — they touched not his estate' 

— Henceforth, Chricmhilda entei tamed towards Hagen deadly hate 

595 1081 

Thus with fresh sorrows was Chriemhild oppiessed, and bowed to eaith 
— Fust, foi hei Siegfried’s etched end' — now, foi the countless worth 
Of Niblung-hoard' — hei bittei giiof expeiienced no allay 
— She sighed and moiuncd in mind afld heart unto her dpng day 
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LEGEND XI 


Showing how KingEtzel, having become amdowei through the death of queen 
Ilcicha — dispatches the margiate Rudeger to Worms to ask the hand 

of Chriemhtlda 

596 1083 
ll happened m those quiet limes, when good queen Helcha died, 

That Etzel — ruler of the Huns, desiring other bride, 

Was by his friends and courtiers told of Burgund widow, famed 
For lofty mind and perfect form — Chriemhilda, was she named 

597 1087 
The potent king thus spake his friends, ‘to which of you is knowh 

‘Tlic stale that borders on the Rhine — its people — and the crown?’ 

Then said the margrave of Bechlarn — the noble Rudeger, 

‘From childhood up, F^e knoNTO full well, its kings and chaiactci ’ 

598 1089 
Ftzel icjoincd, ‘nr^ trusty friend’ now prithee tell to me, 

•If for ni'^ realm she ^\orlhy is our consort-queen to bo? — 

‘Sliould her fair form piovc beautiful — as many have described, 

• M\ worthiest friends will not regret that she’s to Etzel wiied ’ 

599 lODO 
‘1 01 luMul\, “^hc iiKi'^ be compared to oiii late honoured queen, 

‘Helcha the iiioci illusinous’ — rely on what F\e seen 

‘None c\cr was more richly dowered to be a monarch’s wife 
The object of hci tender lo\c will pass a happ^ life’ 
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600 1091 

King E 17 g 1 said, ‘obtain her band foi him who holds theo dearl — 

‘If thou, inducing fieo consent, do bring the match to bcai, — 

‘I’ll iccompcnsc thee bounteously, and that Avifliout delay, 

‘ For having bi ought about my wish, in most consoling way 

601 1092 

‘Our chancellor shall oiders have, full amply to piovide, 

‘That you, and youi attendants bold lejoicingly do iido, 

‘Moreo’er — biave steeds and gaimentiy, surpassing youi lequest 
‘I wish you lavishly to spend — when doing my behest’ 

602 1093 

Theieto, said margrave Rudegei, tho iich and noble knight' 

‘Did I lequire rewavd oi fee, 'tweie veeiing fiom what’s light 
‘I willingly wll lender aid, and do you service tiue, — 

'But beg to pay the utmost cost, fiom what I’ve had of youi’ 

603 1100 
Unto Bochlaien Rud'ger sent, with all becoming speed. 

To tell his maigiavino that ho fiom Etzel should proceed 
On Rhenish tup, to woo for him a bride with honour clad 

— She, thinking on (ho late good queen, was sorrowful, yet glad 

604 1101 
When Gotohnda fully knew the boaiings of the case. 

She was in meosme vciy sad, and toais ran down her face 
At tliought of whether Hits would prove to her so good a queen 
Whene’er lici mind towards Holcha luinod, hoi giiof was great, I ween 

605 1103 

Come to Bochlarn, the good Gotlind hailed him with kindly air — 

Tho youthful margiavme also, his daughter passing fair. 

Was much delighted to behold hei fathei and his men 

— There was ’mongst meiiy dames and maids much gossiping just then 

8 *^ 
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606 1104 

Ere dial tbc noble Rndeger, Vienna left behind 

Tor Rcclilarn’s towcis, the sumpters stout were loaded up we find 

■\Yilh cboiccsl clothes, — and forward sent brave guards they did not lack 

— Tlic\ (ravelled in such goodly mass, that thieves made no attack 

607 1105 
Haring ariired at Beclilarn burgh with much rapidity, 

lie bid Ins (ravelling friends alight, and gave warm hostelry 

For then brare steeds, and for themselves apartments large and good 

— Then spake the daughter, mth sweet mien, and buoyancy of mood, 

608 1107 

‘A kindly rrclcorae to my sire' and to his gallant band ’ 

Ilighl quickly rrere glad thanks rotuined, by looks and accents bland 
Unto the youthful margravine, by all the retinue 

— The count’s domestic thoughts and ways, the good Gothnda knew 

609 1108 
Norr as b^ night in bed they lay — talking of this and that, 

Ciotlmda coavingly rvove in (his question with her chat 

‘To whom, dear husband, arc you sent — by^ king ofHungaiie?’ — 

Said nudcgci, 'nivkind Gotlind! thatwifil tell to thee 

610 HOD 

‘1 am di'^patchcd by El7el brare, to gam him second wife, 

‘For since the death of Ilclcha good, he leads unsocial life 
’1 uo from hence unto the Rhine — Cbriemhilda fair to rvoo 
■He tenders hci the Ilunmsh crorrn, and consort-honours tool’ 

611 mo 
He,irens will he done'’ said Gotclind — ‘1 wash it from my bcail, 

I or rse h ire heaid loud praise of her come in from ererr'^ part! 

She m i\ a Helcha prorc to us — as rrc life’s hill go dorrn 
I in sure she II hare our full consent, to rrcai the Hunnish ciowm 
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On sovenlb day morning lodc away llic margiave and all those 
Who with him came to Bcchlarcn, — iheir aims and costly clothes 
Wcic loaded-iip — so thiough Bavaie they took the beaten tiack 
The whole load-long, they seldom had to ward olT thief’s attack 

613 1116 
’Twas twelfth day mom when Rud’gei’s tioop put foot in Bmgundie, 

The coming of siichwisitcrs could not long secret be, 

— It being kno^^^l that they were iich, and peisons of lenowh, 

They found at once good hostehy within the ample town 

614 1117 
Now were the biothci -kings mfoimcd that strangei knights had come, 
Which caused, as was most like to hap — embairassmcnt to some 

The kings and chieftains fain would know whence the bi avckmgthood wei e 
Said Gunther, to the Tronyio chief, ‘canst tell me who they aie?’ 

615 1120 
Hagen, the travelled knight replied, ‘it doth to mo .appear 

‘(Although I have not seen the count foi many a Beeting yeai) 

‘That yonder stalwait nobleman — is maigiave Rudegei 
‘ Of Ilungarie — a lofty knight, lenowned in peace and wai ' ’ 

616 1121 
‘Metliinks I can’t believe mine ears,' said Gunther lapidly 

‘Has he of Bocldani leally come to us in Burgundie?’ 

— Ere Gunther could his gieat surprise express unto the orid, — 

Hagen had fully recognized his eaily Hunnish friend, 

617 1122 

And with his srpiiics was foiwmd gone, to greet him ihcie and then, 

— Wheicon, descended from biave steeds five hundicd gallant men 
The Hunnish knights were well received — and welcomed by a cheei 

— Novel bi ought noble messcngcis such store of costly gcai 
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618 1123 

Anon, did Hagen, Tronic’s chief, exclaim "^vith manly \oice, 

‘Sov, lic the count of Bechlaren — and kmahthoocl of his choice 
‘Riehi i^clcotne in Gods holy name' — and their report believed ’ 

— The \ahant band of Ilunnish knights vrere cordially received 

619 1125 

AAilh ihanl^ the fnendh m-eetim; was returned bv one and all 
Then \\crc the^ led, b% snndr\' knights, into the spacious hall 
AATicre Gunther sat as sovereign chief, amidst Burgundia’s lords 
— The ling stood up as thev approached, which with esteem accords 

620 1127 

He rnoliuned Hud’gcr to take place on settle where he sat. 

And then commanded that the sewers (who all were glad of that) 

‘'honld sene meihcglin of the best, — and highest flavoured wane 
‘'iich as IS found upon the banls of genth flowing Rhrne’ 

621 1130 
Tli‘ n ‘•aid die ling, ‘I cant refrain lo put this question straight — 

‘How fares the most illuslnous pair who rule the Hunnish state — 

‘Ptyol the celebrated chief, and Helccha the bland‘s’ 

— The rri)rgra\e conrteousK replied, ‘\our wish be a command’ 

C22 

Til' r( on did Hudeger and lnight= nse from their several seats 
And to the momrch thus did sav, — *if it vour pleasure meet'; 

Th"-' I rn ike 1 nown mv emb3==^, I nothing will omit — 

Iif'ii’ g crcnmstantnlK Uir full evlcnl of it' 

Ci7 


1133 
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624 1133 

Rud’gci puisiicd, ‘the luossagc which I bung unto the Rhine, 

‘Is tender of line services — from potent lord of mine 
‘To you — and to your tuisty friends so many as you claim 
‘Moicovci, lofty troth and faith is loyal Ethel’s aimi — 

G25 1131 

‘To you, our high and mighty king makes known his souow keen! 

‘Ills people are of joy beieft — dead is our gracious queen, 

‘Helclia, foi cveiy virtue famed — our raon.iicli’s cherished wife! 

‘ — Through loss of liei, has many a maid been oiphamzed foi life ' 

G26 1138 

Rud’ger, the noble mcssengci, resumed again the word 
‘Since that your liiglincss does peimit, — moic llo^^s I will afloid 
‘Of what my kindly potentate commissioned me to say 
‘ — Ho constantly laments and pines for Helcha snatohed away> 

627 1130 

‘My royal master has been told that Siogefued is dead, 

‘And Cliiieniliild yet in widowhood, — if ’tis as hath been said, 

‘And she iiiclmo to wed a king — she may weai Hiinmsh ciown, 

‘In face of Et/el's noble knights — all tins my loid makes known'' 

G2S II to 

Said Gunther, king of Buigundio, (lie was of com toons mind) 

‘ Chriemliilda but clTocts my wsli — if she piove so iiiclined, 

‘Of hei decision you shall know, ere tliioo full days aio o’er 
‘ — Until I have conferred with her, I cannot piomise moio 

G29 11J2 

The woitliy maiginvo tamed then until tliico days wcic passed 
Gunthei meantime had council called (tlicrem he wisely cast) 

To know if his akin, and fuciids, wcic all of one accoid, 

That she should take the Hunnish king — to be her wedded lord 



120 


630 

They all, sa^e Hagen, were agreed that she’d do nght to wed 
Then to the king of Burgundie, that hanghty^ chieftain said, 

‘If \ou arc in ^ our perfect mind — beware of what you do 
‘Her wll if she appro\e the match, must be opposed by you'’ 

631 

‘And %NhY,’ said Gunther pointedly, ‘should I withhold consent'^' — 
‘Whateier can conduce to make the mdowed queen content 
‘1 inllmsK \ouchsafe to her, — she is mv sister dear' 

‘ — Wcr’t for her honour — we onrsehes would aiding interfere’ 

632 11-15 
Thereon, spake Hagen, Tronyae’s chief, ‘let this same matter be — 

‘If a oil knew Etzcl king of Huns — as he is known to me 
‘ Vnd still this suit ring match pursue as I do hear yon say , 

‘\oull bring upon ^ourscl^es, forsure — a aery woeful day’ 

633 1146 

‘How 50“?’ quoth Gunther rapidlv — ‘I fear not such betide’ 

‘I or nc or shall thoughtless act of mme rouse Etzels wTathfuI pride — 
Ken though my sister, fair Chnemhild his wedded queen should be 
Said Hagen ‘m^ adiicc will ncerwath \our intent agree 

631 1I4S 

Then Gis Icr said — the kindK knight and joint king of Burgund — 
llaeen, y on now ma\ do what sjiist — such chance should not be shunned, 
M iko her nincnih for all the crief that ^ou on her ha\e brought 
^^hat to Chnemhilda sccmetli good — do ^ou desist to thwart 

ffw lIo2 

Then ‘■nid the '•uibhom Tron\ic cliicf, ‘I must not be put down' 

If once tlic haughlN dame Chncnihildshouldw car queen Helcha s crown 
>he 11 he n\eiiued for^tirc on n« in cacry wa\ she can 
1 tin ri.for« iir^ctiiK .uKi'.p frus-lntion of tlic plan 
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In angci — thus spake Gisclhci, the handsome Ulic’s son, 

‘Shall wo then all at -joui adMCo (he (laitoi’s gaib put on? 

‘ — ^Yhat honom dictates for hoi good, must a only take place 
‘IIowc’ci sn Hagen counsel may — I’ll seivc w'lth honest face'’ 

G37 U54 

When thaf the wily Hagen hoard, he w^as of icstless mind 
Then Gisclhei and Gcienot, knights, loyal brave and kind. 

And icignmg Gnnthei, iich m gold, — spake out with one assent 
‘If ’(is Chiicmhilda’s wish to wed, she shall have om consent’’ 

G38 1133 

Said inargraAO Gaiie with delight, ‘I’ll m, and tell (ho dame, 

‘ That she \ onchsafo encoui agemont to Etzol’s lioly flame 
‘His rule ovtonds o’ci hosts of knights — all firmly to him sw^oin' 

‘He ma) icward her heail w'ltli lo\o, for waongs she long hath home ’ 

639 1150 

Then w'ont the count unto Chnemhild, (he w'elcomc news to take 
He was most giaciously rcccixcd — and thus to hci he spake, 

‘You AAcll may giect mo in (his aviso — and might gwo hci aid’s foe 
‘Good foituno smiles' and you arc iid of AAMsting misciA’' 

G40 1137 

‘Much honouicd queen' — an embassy has come to ask aoui hand 
‘For more rcnoAAiicd and potent king than c’ci bi ought foieigu land 
‘By maitial deeds beneath his saaov, — AACaiing the legal cioaaii' 

‘ — The messengers aic noble knights, — yom bi other makes it kn6Avn ’ 

641 113S 

Then said the deeply soiioAvnig queen, ‘foibid it heaAcn, (hat you 
‘Oi any of my fiicnds should mock, oi ciuelly pmsue 
‘Me, (ho o’eibiuthcncd child of giiof — Avhat shall I AAitli the man 
‘Who long 01 e this, the hcail’s pine lo\c ofloA’^al AA'oraan AAnn*!” 
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CJ2 1160 

2>onc conic] ptrsnade the noble cpeen, or her self-love arouse 
She persc\enngU cast off all thoughts of second spouse 
The courtK knieht then humblv said, ‘let but thus much occur 
If nothing more — %ouchsafe fair queen, to see the messenger’’ 


643 1161 
‘Such favour I accord to -vou, — so said the ro\al dame, 

‘Since that I vilhngh vould ken that count, so known to fame 
‘ForMrlucs pure and manifold’ — had it another been, 

‘Of rank vhate’er, or bs whom sent, — 1 would not ha\e been seen’’ 

644 1162 
Cre long, ‘ihe ‘^aid, ‘well, be it so' tomorrow let hmi come 

And 1 will hear the new' he bnnas within m% sillinc room 
‘1 11 tell him franVK all m\ mind, and nothing from him keep’ 

— Her sorrow -thoughts returning then — she bitterly did weep 

645 M63 

Nothing could hap more Ide to please, the noble Rudeger, 

Than that the darne so «oon would see king Et/el’s messeneer, — 

V, ho understood to shape his suit so wiselv with the cpieen 
That she con-ented to espouse the distant king, I ween 


616 nc4 

Nf \t rnornin" when the carle mass wa^ m the minster sun" 

Ti erf to wf nt mane messengers, vhich much increased the throne 
— \11 >=11011 n= to ihr court would iro, with Rod ger went awa\ 

TIi'T' c-f w» re diver' — who forsure — were clad in Garments gav 


cr: 
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< hiifuihi'd tlif bf.'itiiiful and eke, the vifc of purest mind 
Tnmfd ’’or I’liidc gr r ihe br.ivc — the herald passing kind, 

5\hfi h tio'i liT in the ‘Simple drf'=s <=116 even, div did wear 
\\h‘ ri 1' li> r di'iu ' uid v aitini'-rnfiid« wore \cr\ splendid gear 
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C-18 lies 

She lose (0 meet the niai grave good — advancing lo the door, 

And gicclcd coidially tlie chief who came on Etzcl’s scoie — 

The deputation was but twelve, including Rudeger 
Great courtesies wcic shown unto the princely messcngei 1 

G-19 iiGi 

No^^ were Bcchlarcn’s lord and men invited to lake scat, 

Thereon, one saw two maigiaves stand beside Chiiemhilda’s feet 
Garic and Eckewart the bold — both knights beyond compaie 

— Through sorro\\s pressing on the queen, none woie a jocund an 

G50 iico 

Anon, thus spake the herald-count, ‘daughter of famous king' 

‘Myself, and all these valiant men, whom to your face I bring, 

‘Request permission lo stand up, whilst I the cause relate 
‘Of why we lodc m gladsome mood unto the Buigund stale ’ 

Gil 1170 

‘That be vouchsafed lo you sir count,’ said Cluiemhild graciously, 

‘Report now faithfully youi chaigc — mclhinks my mind to be 
‘Inclined to hear what you’ve to say — being a herald good ’ 

— Then did they all remark that she was of unbending mood 

G52 1171 

Now said the lord of Bcchlarcn — the mai grave Rudegci , 

‘Etzel, a just and potent king — sends loyal love to her 
‘Who dwells as widow in this land — youiself the lady meant! 

‘ — To gam your hand, our mighty chief has many heroes sent 

G53 1172 

‘He proffers to you tenderly much joy devoid of pain, 

‘And as a pledge of his esteem and your true love to gam, 

‘He says he’ll place you near his heait, where good queen Helcha dwelt 
‘ — The loss of one so puic and kind, he giievously has felt’ 
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654 u'3 
Tl\cn said die wdowed queen Cliricmhild, ‘sir maigia\c Rudegei ' 

Did an\ one surmise or kno^^ ibc weight of w'oe I beai, 

•He would not suitor me again to w'cd another man 
•0, 1 haie lost inimenselv more than c^or consoit wan’’ 

655 H ' 1 
‘IMiat dissipates oui keenest grief’ — so said the man of sense — 

‘Like soft affection and true lo\c, obtained through conQdence'^ 

‘The chosen one is then the pure selection of the heait! — 

‘To mind diseased, sure nothing can such healing balm impait 

656 1175 
‘^ow should -^ou condescend to take this giacious loid of mine 
‘Twelve ample realms dependent arc on sovereign wall of thine 
‘'Vlorcovcr, thirty dutchics broad, he tenders unto } 0 U 

• All those, and greater empire did liis conquering anii subdue ’ 

f 

657 11 7C 
ncsidcs, > ou shall sole monarch be o’ci many v aliant men. 

Who did belong to Helcha kind — serving her there and then 
‘ Mso a host of dames and maids of high nobility 
‘Shall 1)0 attendant on ^our word’’ — so spake the ombassv 

658 1177 
‘I nrlhcr, — onr maslci freely gives (wove this to hciald too), 

Provided Nou consent to wear the crown he offeis you, 

‘ \U the iinniiinilios and rights that Ilclcha e’er possessed 
‘ \iid over Lt/cls subjects all, the power of high behest 

65a 1 1 7 s 

How c.in 1 ever hope for jov — so said the noble dame — 

1 rom III irmuo to a second kiiiglit of universal fame'’ 
riio death of one has caused such giicf and soiiovv unto me. 

Tint to mv list and dviimdav — I volost hilarilv'’ 
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660 1179 

Tho Huns willi comtcsy loplied, ‘august and honouied queen' 

‘ Youi life witli Etzcl will bo such, as’t novei yet hath been 
‘Youi time will pass in social joys and eminent delights, 

‘ Foi oiu polcnliaMving has hosts of most accomplished knights 

661 1180 

‘ Queen Ilolcha’s noble dames and maids, when added to yoiu owi, 

‘ Will form such brilliant appanage as nevei yot was know 
‘ — A couit, so full of lank and youth, will loftiest knights allure 
‘ — Pcimittiug our advice to uilo, youi happiness is suic’ 

662 1181 

She said — ’midst bashfulucss and sighs, — ‘let now tho subject lest 
‘Until tomoiiow’s dawn appcais, tlicn be again my guest, 

‘And I will give you hank leply to all that’s been pioposed ’ 

The gallant knights, at her command, the pleasing audience closed 

663 1183 
Then came hci biothci Gisolher — who thus do her did say, 

‘Sislci 1 It has been told to me, as maltci know to day, 

‘That Etzel, if thou giv’st consent, will case thine heait of grief 
‘Whatevei others may advise — I say — accept the chief’ 

664 1184 
‘’Tis m his powci to solace thee’ — said Gisclhcr once more 

‘Foi horn the Rhone unto tho Rhino — and Elbe to the sea-shoic, 

‘Tlieie IS no regal potentate so poweiful as he! 

‘Right gladsome moments may accine fiom piofcience shown to thee’ 

665 1183 

Said she, ‘my bi other' hb-w cansl thou adtisc me so to act? 

'Soriow' and tears, motlunks display more feeling and more fact' 

‘ — Moreover, how could I appeal with ciedif at his court? 

‘Since what of beauty I possessed, has been misfortune’s sport ’ 
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666 

So dosed that interview —the queen from mght to commg day 
as kept awake by warnng thoughts, as on her bed she lay 
Her full blue eyes, the livelong night, were never free from tears, 

^yhIcll onl^ left when morning dawned, and she prepared for prayers 

G67 U91 92 

Then were king EtzeVs messengers informed that they migbt come 
^Yho anxiously awaited leave to ride away towards home, — 
hether that leave resulted from sheer failure, or success 
Sir hud’ger went to where he found Burgundia’s lone piincess 

668 1193 

The count, with gentleness, began to supplicate the queen, 

That she would condescend to stale w'hich way her mind diddean, 

And what commands he should take back unto king Etzel’s land 
— Much feared he that his suitoring w'ould fad to gam her hand 

669 1195 

Nothing that they could say availed — till margrave Rudeger 
In secret whisper undertook to guarantee to her 
Security fiom cxer^ harm, and justice for the past 
Thai did in measure quiet down her anguished heait at last 

670 11 DC 
Then to the widoned queen he said, ‘now’ cast your griefs aside, 

‘And be atiiurcd — if 'mongst the Huns, you’ve Rudeger allied, 

‘Together with his fiicnds and kin, and eke his w’amors brave. 

No power dare do "^ou ill or hurt, without revenge as grave’’ 

671 1101 
That le‘-*:Lncd moie and more the grief that quailed her heart so long 
‘'.ml ‘>lu , ‘now ewear to me in troth — that whoso docs me wrong, 

^onll he the th.nnpion to enforce xcngcancc for injury ’ 

Tin roiint icphtd, ‘mncli honoured dame — thereto I do agree 
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672 119S 

Then swore the margrave Rudeger and all his stalwart knights, 

That they would serve her lovally — and ever guard her rights 
Moreover, they would never fail in ro^ml Etzel s land, 

To honour her in ever\' way — Twas vouched by Rnd’gers hand 

673. 1199 
Xo'tt thought the e\'er constant queen — ‘for that Tve quickly gamed 

‘A host of good and trusty friends — lU he no longer pained 

At what the world mav think or sav of me unluck\' wife’ 

« « • 

— Perchance I may at last work out revenge for Siegfried s hfe. 

674. 1200 
For since kms Etzel has larue force of kniehthood and hesemen 

O ^ ^ 

0 er whom I am to hold behest, — I may do marvels then: 

‘Moreover with his nches great, I presents can award. 

— Detested Hagen long hath ta en from me the Xiblang-hoard” 

675 1204 
Anon, she said ‘Til go with you — I, the poor widowed bnde 

‘So soon as matters are arranged — to where the Huns abide 
‘If I C-an find true friends enow to guard me to that land’ 

— Such Chnemhild vouched, before the knights by tender of her hand 

676 1205 
Then said the ma^g^a^e Rndeger — ‘have von but two good men 

'To go with yon, I can add more’ — 'twere circumspect I ken 
That we with honourable show transport vou o er the Rhine 
— Ton must no longer sojourn here — but Borgundie resign 

677 1205 

1 have five hundred gallant men besides my kindred friends: 

ThevTl serve you with much lo^ulU' — and when the joumev ends 
‘Be as devoted to your will — myself will aU accord, 

‘At your desire — that without blame 1 keep my given word’ 



12S 


678 1207 

‘Noil hid that forthiMth he prepared the housings complement, 

(Sir Rud’gcr’s counsel, fairest queen' -jou ncAer shall repent) 

\nd he -vour dames and maids eqmpped — so many as you have 
‘_Xrul\, to meet us on the road, wall come a knighthood hrave'’ 

679 1208 
She had preser\ed from Siegfried’s time — piizes of saddlery, 

Such as were rode for in the race — therefore at will could she 
rurnish her maids whcrewath to ride from Burgundie in state 
Jlclla ’ what costly steeds and gear the ladies did aw’ait! 

650 1209 

If Cl cr dames and courtly maids prepared rich garmentry, — 

It was for this important trip and that to high degree 

/ 

Tor they had hcai d about the king during this love affair 
— iTom out the cedar-chests w'erc ta’cn dresses long hoarded there 

651 1220 
Long had heen trusted to the maids, for w'atchful custody, 

The purest gold that e’er was wrought, or goldsmith’s e^es did see, 
Twclic chests contained the precious ore such was on sumplers placed 
ith much of female pomp — that all, might ride and he agraced 

652 1222 
Then 'jaid the ict lamenting queen, ‘who are the trusty few, 

‘Tint for sheer loialt^ to me — will form mi retinue — 

To lo.iic the Rhine and ride forthwith, into the Ilunmsh land’? — 

I or tlicm IS stoic of gold, to hu^ horses and clothes, offhand ’ 

633 1223 

Then spake, unto the noble queen, the margraic Eckewart 
‘Since I \our chamberlain ha\c been, and done the courtly pail, 

I e\or lo\alK ha\e scr\cd — as tnisU knight became' 

\nd to Mi\ d\ing d,i\ will do most couhalK the same 
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684 1224 

'Moreo’er five hundred gallant'men attendant aie on me, 

‘Who all shall aid you ■with effect, and plighted constancy 
‘Nothing, save death, can sevei us fiom queen so fan and kind'’ 

— Chnemhild expressed by graceful bend — hei thankfulness of imnd 

685 1225 26 

The steeds weie brought to castle-yard — and all piepaied to ride, 

Then, friendly moanmg and lament upiose on eveiy side, — 

\nd farewell-teais weie seen to diop'from many a splendid eye 
— In Etzel’s land she found, erelong, much cause for gaiety 

686 1232 

The active Giselher then said unto his sistei deai, 

‘Should you m trouble evei be, or reason have foi feai , 

‘Let me forthwith be told theieof, and I’ll be soon at hand 
‘Rashly I’U ride, to serve Chriemhild — e’en into Etzel’s land ’ 


9 



L E G E K D XII 


Showing how Chnmhilda was icceiocd vi Himgane bij Jang Elzcl — and 

mat 1 led vi Vienna 

687 12-4 

King ElzeVs fame and sovei cign sway extended fai and wide, 

So dial in .id limes, al liis com I, was found die vciy pride 
Of clii\aliy — die bravest Knights dial e’er wcie mmstiers lliemo 
Mongst pagans or Clinst-AYoishipors — they all had come with him 

688 1275 

One nc^cr failed ncai him to soo — foi so the legend smth — 

Orders of christian-chnahy, eke those of pagan-faith — 

A\ hate’er their usages and ways, or national belief — 

The tolerant spa it of the king made such no cause of gnof 

689 12-7 

^ov\ -vshcii unto the king was kno^^n the whole of the icpoil, 
lbs heart no longci Mas foi -woe the all too suio rcsoil, 

He MadK heard that fan Chnemhild, m state, trod Ilunnish giound. 

So rode ho gallantly to nlieie his bndc elect ho found 

G90 1278 

1 nil duels were the hnigiiagcs, and countries manifold, 

Of those keen knights who rode bcfoic king Etzel rich and bold. 

Of tlnistiins, and of pagaii-nien, extensne hosts were seen 
\11 rode in most niiposnm si\lc, to where thex met the queen 
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691 1279 
Squadions tliere wei e -^N'lncli came fiom Greece, and Russia cast and west, 
Wallacinan and Polonian knights took lead of all the i est, — 

Their horses being nobly bied, and gallantly bestiode 
They all, in custom, diess, and feat, did as at home -uas mode 

692 1280 
From Kieff too, wcie many bands of very valiant men. 

And gallant knights, morcovei, hordes of savage Petshnegen, 

"Who showed fiom steed then archeiy — on bn*ds m lapid flight' 

They drew — until then airow-heads touched bow — with nervous might 

693 1282 
Kmg Etzel was pieceded by a matchless company, 

All jocund, iich, and poweiful, — eke comaeis m degree 
They twenty-foui biave pnnees wcic, of spotless biilh and fame, 

"Whose highest wish was to behold the very beauteous dame 

694 1283 

Duke Ramung, of Wallachia’s plains, inci cased the cavalcade 
By sCACn full hundred horsemen good, as e’er bold chief obeyed 
They rode so fast that birds a-wmg w^eie often left behind' — 

To them came loyal Gibekie, with host of daiing mind 

695 128 1 
Hornboge, the eiet iigilant, with thousand chosen men, 

Rode horn the potentate’s airay to whcic the queen was then, 

Andwath huriahs' saluted her — the custom of that land 
The kindred of the Hunnish king had joined the i o^ al band 

696 1283 
Also theic came from Daneniark — Ilawait, the bold and strong, 

And Iring, — swift to will, and do — wath c\ei liuthful tongue, 

Ifloieoici, Irnfiicd, chieflam biaic, of woodi Thuiirigen 
They all leccned in couitcous wa^ the queen ot Nib’lungen 

q - 
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697 1287 

iSow did ad\ance king Etzol bold, and famous Dieterich, 

Wilb all bis gallant men-at-arms— renowned for movements quick, 

And bravcr^^— right noble knights!— eke loyally mchned 
— All this engendered m Chnemhild much buoyancy of mind 

698 1289 

Then from hci palfrey’s back was helped the fair and high-born queen 
And to alight from his proud steed the potent king was seen — 

Followed by all those well proved chiefs who formed his martial show, , 

— One saw the king, with joyous mien, unto Chnemhilda go 

699 1290 

T\so princes, of unbounded wealth — so does the legend say — 

Drew nigh unto the lo^ely dame, in most superb airay, 

Just then when Etzcl's self advanced —now could it be perceived, 

IIoi\ ‘;hc that rich and stately chief with kindly kiss received 

700 1203 
Pending the time that Etzcl brave with fair Chnemhilda whiled. 

The '\outhful knights, as then was mode — the flagging hour beguiled, 
by knighthood feats M Inch theyhad learned, they sought Chriemhilda’s smile 

— Christian and pagan did tlic same — though much unlike their style 

701 1205 

The clatter of the sphntcied shafts occasioned tumult loud 
1 rom huighs and castles, lound about, keen knights did thither ciowd, 

A*; also ro^.il Msiteis, of tourney consequence — 

\noii, the king and queen Chnemhild went jauntily fiom thence 

702 1290 
I pon the field hard h\ the^ saw a a cry sumptuous tent 

The spaioiis plain was strewed with booths, in ample complement, 

I or social con\crsc and icposc after their labours great 

I allied heroes liaiuicd many a maid thereto, with comtly slate 
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703 1290 

Now was commanded that the jousts, and olhei sports, should' cease. 

So that the hurly-burly noise gave way to sounds of peace 
Then to the booths king Etzcl’s men advanced with rapid stiide 
They had allotted them foithwith, nightrquarters, long and wide 

704 1300 
The busy-day was at an end, and each one sought lepose 

Until the twilight of the morn told that the sun uprose 1 — 

Then, were the piancing steeds bestrode by many a gallant man 
IleUa ! — in honour of the king, they soon high-games began 

705 1301 
The king desired his Hunnish knights should show themselves well skilled 
All rode from Tulnie to Vienne — for so the monarch willed' 

There found they many a stalely dame of truly virtuous life 
With eourlly honours they received king Etzel’s lovely wife 

706 130 ^ 
Abundantly had been prepared, and eke as promptly brought, 

Of what was most admired and craved — the knights enjoyed m thought 
The coming jubilative shouts, and cheer of nuptial-day 
— The mariiage of the king began in most auspicious way 

707 1305 
In whitsun-week the wedding knot, with all due form, was tied 

’Twas then king Etzel made a wife of his illustrious bnde, 

Within the city of Vienne — methinks, so many kmghts 
Attended not when erst she wed, to do her homage-rights 

708 1300 
By gifts, she made herself beloved of those she’d never seen 

Full many who such boons received, thus whispered of the queen, 

‘We thought Chiiemhilda spoiled of all, wherewith to make display, 

‘But find that she, with largesses, can work m wondrous way ’ 
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709 

The marnago-nle hilanlics endured full sc\enteea da-^'s 
I’m of opinion that no king did c^ cr merit praise 
I or holding greater fcsti\al, — oi tis unknown to me 
— Ml who attended wore, I ween, their newest garmenlrv- 

710 

■'lorooNcr, in the Netherlands — mcthinks, she ne\er sat 
•\l table with so many knights and shrewdly augur that 
Mlliough sir Siegfried had much gold, \ ct to his sernce bound 
ere iie or so many noble chiefs, as she with Etzel found 

711 

Noi c\er at espousals great were gi\en wrth heart-consent 
So nian\ cloaks of choicest stuff and liberal measurement 
^o^^cl so much of other clothes (they store had of attire) 

— -Ml thi'5 was done, beyond a doubt, at queen Chncmhilds desme 

712 1310 
1 1 lends km and Msiters appeared imbued with equal moods 

For the\ di«pla\cd no wish to keep a surplus of their goods 
(>i\ine to each one, on request, the boon he most did craie, 

So tint some o\ cr-uenerous kniehts ea^e till ther d noucht to save 

713 1311 

Chriemluld oft pondered o’er the tune when she sat near the Rhine 
Heside her noble Siegofncd’ — then \iopt she tears of brine 
I'lnt Mn VO leikd her v\mpnth\, that none the tear obsened 
— \f!i r imich enef and woe — for her great honours were reserved 

714 13IS 

\\!i( n Uni ihe n_htC(.ulh morning came from Yioiine all rode away 
Till 1 in in slueldv wore split and bored l)\ spears in sham aQi’ra\ 

V< 1 I Ii ^kilfnl I'oroe'i on the road did carr\ in their hands 
~ ilivl tliL pntenti’i return unto hi« llnnni^h lands 


1301 


130S 


1309 



'’135 

'<15 131G 

Witlmi famed Iloimburg’s ancient walls they whiled away the night 
Theie, no one was awaie, foisure, of the imposing might 
Which Elzel bi ought with him, as he progiessed o’er Hunnish ground 
Ilclla I what comely dames and maids, at homo, the knighthood found 

*<16 1317 

At wealthy town of Miselbuig, they on the Danube went 

The rivei soon was covered o’ei, by man, horse, pack, and tent, 

So that one might opine, the eaith had partially ’gan flow 
Those dames fatigued by journey long — lefieshmg sleep did know 

717 1316 

Full many a ship and spacious ciaft were to each other lashed, 

That dainty dames, thiough tide and waves, might not be ludely splashed, 

— O’ei them was pi evidently spioad full many -a linen tent 

The whole appeared like movmg field, from festal landscape lent 

718 131D 

The nows soon flew to Etzel’s buigh, of coming-back ariay, — - 
And man, and wife, and childi cn felt beyond descnption gay 
Queen Helcha’s household, who erewhile enjoyed hei bounteous caie, 
Paitook of, when Chiiemhilda came, an undimmished share 

, 719 1320 

In feai' — yet full expectancy, stood many a noble maid 
On whom, since good queen Helcha’s death, undue affliction preyed 
Eke Chiiemhild found fair maidens seven — daughteis of worthy kings 
They much adorned the Hunnish lealm, and joyous state of things 

720 1321 

The young dame Hen at had the post of mistiess of the court 
She was queen Helcha’s sister’s child — of excellent repoit, 

Eke wife to Dietench, moieo’ei, king Nentwme’s daughter kind 
Hcieaflei, she was much lenoumed for biavc and lofty mind 



136 


721 

She willi delight looked forward to the coming of the guests, 
And had, for plenitude of cates, dealt out her high behests 
Who can desenbe in worthy terms king Etzel’s board-display! 

— Greater profusion, ’mongst the Huns, was not in Helcha’s day 

722 

Later, unto Chriemhilda vowed — good services to do — 

The king's most near and dear akm, and eke his liegemen true 

— Such lolly homage ne’er was done to Helecha, I ween, 

As there was tendered, until death, to Etzel’s second queen 

723 

Thus knew the court, and ample realm, high state of happmess 
So that, at all times, pastime was in very wakefulness, 

And of a sort adapted to each pei son’s mind or mood 

All this ensued from Etzcl’s love, and Chriemhild’s dow’ry good 


1322 


1329 


1326 



LEGEND XIII 


Showuig how ling Etzel and queen Chriemlnlda sent two minstrels to Woims, 
inviting Gunthei and all Ins coint to a gieat festival 


724 1329 38 
Wniate’er the lofty ^^ltucs weio which Hclcha did display, 

The like weie owned by queen Chiiemhild, and piactised day by day 
Her chamberlain was Eckewait — who thereby fiiends acquired ^ 

None ever ventured to oppose what fau Chnemhild desiiedl 

725 1339 

She often thought within heisclf — I’ll some day ask the king, 

As matter of pure right and giace, that he will please to bung 
My friends, and near akin, into the lealm of Hungarie 
The arrant purpose of the queen — none did appear to see 

726 1311 
At last, she thus addressed the king, ‘my dear and honomed lord' 

‘The queen desu-es request to make, and hopes for kind accord 
‘Namely, that you’ll vouchsafe to piovo (as she deserved your care) 

‘That yon towaids her good fiiends and kin a kmdly feelmg bear 

727 13-13 
‘My brave, and ever geneious lord! — you know, ’tis my belief, 

‘That I have many kindied deal — suiely I’m plunged in giief, 

‘Because they visit not youi spouse, as kindred wont to do 
‘Such gendeis folk-report, that I as exile came to you! 
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728 13J® 
‘I praA, '^ou ihcrefoie to permit — illustiious monarch mme' 

‘That messengers be sent unto the town of Woims on Rhine 
‘InMling into Ilungane such fiiends as I shall name 
• — Then \m 11 there journey unto us, rich knights of lofty fame ’ 

729 1347 

‘Is such consoling unto thee — much honouied wife of mine! 

‘Then will I send, with right good will, invite, for friends of thine, 

‘R\ minstiel-mcn of gentle birtli, unto youi Burgundie’ 

— He order gave to seek, forthwith, his men of minstrelsy 

730 1348 

Anon they came to where they found the king, m humour gay. 

Silting hcsulc the beauteous queen to them he thus did say, 

‘Ac arc to be my messengers — into fair Buigundiel’ 

— Tic bade a steivard give to each new suit of gaimenlry 

731 1330 

Then said the ^Cly potent king — ‘these be my purposes 
‘\ou lender to oui ro'^al fi lends my cordial sci'viccs, 

‘And beg that they will giaciously pay visit to oui queen 
‘ — Such dear and celebrated guests, I have not often seen 

"JS! i3j1 

‘ \u(l when you find that they icspond unto my bidding fan, 

‘ rhen “^aN unto in\ consort’s km, that they’ve no time to spaio, 

‘1 ni that we hope to w’clcoine them at summci festival 

‘M\ iilcasiiic much depending on Chiicinhilda’s fiiends, withal’ 

733 13 

rhi'ii ‘•.lid .1 nnn of minslrch^ — the slatclv Svicmmclinc 
Whtii iiia\ the b.mipioling lake place wilhm this realm of thine’^ 
lli.il, to MHir fiioiuh III Buigniidic — \\c corlainl^ dlspla^ ’ 

'' nd 1 l/( 1, Mili'i of the lliin^ ‘on coming solsticc-dav ’ 
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734 1353 

‘We'll do what you command us, sue*’ the gentle Werbel said 
Chnemhilda then desired that both should to hei looms be led 
Full secietly, — and there she spake the minstiel messengers 
— Erelong, fell valiant heioes tluough that mteiview of hers 

735 13a4 

Said she unto the minstrol-men, ‘now shall you scivc me well, 

‘By doing sliictly, and with grace, what I to you will tell, 

‘And if adioilly you effect (he whole of my desire, 

‘You shall get store of wealth and clothes, beyond what you roquiie 

736 1353 
‘Unto my fi tends beside the Rhine — so many as you see, 

‘You must m nowise tell oi hint, e’en conGdentially — 

‘That you have ever seen, or hoard, that I have gi;ef displayed 
‘My love and services alone, bo to the knights conveyed 

737 135C 
‘Beg them without delay accept the Hunnish Ling’s invite, 

‘And thoieby prove unto oui folk, that they’ve misjudged me quite 
‘ — Oui Huns have got into then heads, that I’m devoid of fiiends* 

‘Were I a knight. I’d visit them — for so my humour tends 

738 1375 

‘Furlhei, unto my brothei say — Gernot the kind and bold — 

‘That none of all my neai akin, I in more favour hold, 

‘And beg that he will bring with him into this land of peace 
‘All our best fiicnds and lelatives — my honoui to inciease ’ 

739 13G1 
— Letters and messages were given unto the minstrels twain, 

Who now could nde with puises full, and choicest fare obtain 
Of Elzel, and the lovely queen they got their absence-leave 
Two couitly suits of costliest stuff, they also'-did lecene — 
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740 1361 

Unto Becblaren burgh they rode m very gallant way, 

And there, as might be reckoned on, good welcoming got they 
The margra\c and the margravine their greetmgs sent to Worms, 

— As did Diethnd their daughter fair, m very courteous terms 

741 1369 

The road they took unto the Rhine, no legend-wnter knows , 

SufGce, of things they had with them, their silver and their clothes, 

They nothing lost — methinks, because all feared king Etzel’s powei , 

— In such repute stood Etzcl’s name, that thieves were fain to cower 

742 1370 73 

Within twelve days, these messengers reached Worms upon the Rhine, 
Wcrbel, the minstrel of the Huns, and eke proud Swemmelme 
King Gunther’s household greeted them witb welcome and good cheer, 
And ga\ c them quarters of the best — eke safe place for their gear 

743 1378 
They Mcnlunto the royal host, the palace-ball was thronged* 

And were rcceued m manner such as to their rank belonged 
So, c\ crmorc should be the case when guests tread foreign ground 
— Wiat plenitude of stalely knights, with Gunther, Werbel found' 

744 1370 
In ro\nl, and right friendly style, the king did greet them then 

‘Be vclcomc unto us at Worms, ye Hunnish minstrcl-men! 

‘As also those who come with you — now say on what good plea 
‘Does noble El/cl, king of Huns, send ^ou to Burgundic?’ 

745 1380 
IhcN lowl^ bowed unto the king — anon spake Werbehne, 

‘Good <;crMCCs are tendered "jou from ro^al lord of mine. 

And from \our sister fair, Chncmhild — the queen of Hungaric' 

‘ e .ire dispatched unto the Rhine, in truth and lo\alt^ ’ 



141 


746 , 1386 

Said Gunther, 'Etzcl’s messengers I voiy gladly see, 

‘And wheic they many times to come, they’d always welcome be 
‘On all occasions they should find — kind fiicnds and paslimo gay, 

‘No ill-bolidc shall happen them, whilst by the Rhine they stay’ 

747 138G 

‘Wo have no doubt upon that scorcl’ said noble Swemmehne, 

‘But ah' — in tenns full adequato lefuses tongue of mine 
‘Fcatly to icpiosent to you, king Etzel’s kind saluto — 

'Eke that which yoiii fan sistci sends — who lives in high reputel 

748 1387 

‘She calls unto yoiii mind, ihiough us, yom grace and loyalty 1 
‘And how she o\cr did icccivo youi heaity s-jTupathy 
‘ — But fust, we to the Rhenish king beai invitation bland, 

‘That ho will condescend to ride mto king Etzol’s land ’ 


749 1390 

Said Gunthei, having pondcicd well ‘ere Rifs the seventh long night, 

‘I 'Will impart to you in tioth, what wo haA’e found for light 
‘In council of selected friends — till then you may retire 
‘Unto your hostchy, and live as princes would desire 1 


750 

Unto the hostclr^^ they went— those men horn Hungarie 
MeanwhRe, the king sent seek his friends— to hold a councilry, 
At which he fiankly told his bids the message he’d leceived ^ 
—Asking them, ‘what w\ns best to do— so fai as they believe 


751 


That Gunthei with propnety might go to Etzel’s land, 

Was counselled by the many friends who met at h.s conmiand 

The Tion^nan chief alone opposed he did the ride abhoi 

Said he, unto the king, aside, ‘you’re with , ourself at wai 


1397 


lOHb 
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752 I 1399 

‘You cannot ha^e forgotten yet, what we to her did do 

‘ Therefore w e must act cautiously, keeping the past m view 
‘I pierced her husband unto death,, and that with mine own hand 
‘Shall we then trust oursehes to ride into king EtzeVs land? 

753 1401 
‘Let not those Hunnish messengers mislead by w'hat they sa^ , 

‘ThcN fain would make 'jou think, Chriemhild intends not to betray 
‘Designing still to see that queen, may cost -jou fame and life 
‘bone latent ^cngcancc understands bettci than Etzel's wafe' 

754 1401 
In council, Gernot thus did speak, ‘touching what Hagen saith, 

‘It mav proceed from conscious guilt, and fear of present death 
‘■\Yithin the Ilunnish so^crclgnt^ ' — shall such annul our wall 
‘To sec our sister, EtzeVs queen‘d — so, were we doing ill ’ 

755 1403 

Then spake sir Rumolt, Gunther’s sewer, a knight of high behests, 

I counsel that ^ ou tarry here, and feast your friends and guests, 

‘ \s best ma'v please a soiercign’s will, -joui lands wath products teem' 
— ^lctlllnks, ou’\ c nothing there irapaw ned, the w hich ^ ouw ould redeem 

756 HOC 
‘Should Hagen s counsel nought a\ail, then take ad\ice of me 

‘In th.ilUe eicr sened nn king, with spotless honest\ 

Uemain within ^our peaceful realm, attachments to impioie, 

‘ \iid loa\e king Ctzcl to cnjo\, ’mongsl Huns, Chrierahilda’s lo\e' 

737 1 10" 

\Muic c in ^ou h\c more prosperou^K, than hcie, beside the Rhine^ 

\i ^^o^ll‘^ \oiire ^nfe from c\ci\ foe, and dunk the choicest wine 
\\iih ‘•ph ndul ginnents \ou ma\ dress \our hale and handsome fiame 
\nil win n Mtu are m smtoring mood, aou can woo statch dame 
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758 1400 
‘Therefoie, I counsel you lo stay, — iich is this land you know, 

‘Ileie, may you haivost without feai Iho joy-sceds that you sow, 

‘Much suici than amongst the Huns — who know's how things aie there! 
‘Tally at home, most honom'cd Ling! — such is luiight Rumolt’s prayer’’ 

759 1410 
‘Once and foi all, we'll not remain!’ said Gerenot, off-hand 

J 

‘Since that my sistci, with much love, invites us to that land — 

‘As also Etzel the icnowmed! — w'hat have w'e theic to fear'’* 

‘ — Those w'ho decline to iidc with us, can unopposed stay heie ’ 

760 1411 
Hagen rejoined 'svilh caincslness, ‘let not my speech offend, 

‘Whatever comes of this debate, its cause, and purposed end, 

‘Thus counsel I with loyalty — if you secuio will be, 

‘You must go aimed, and iide full stiong to Etzcl’s Hungarie’ 

761 1413 
‘That counsel will I follow stiaightl’ said Gunlhei, ardently, 

And sent his heialds thiougli the land, — to all who held m fee 
Erelong, appealed befoie the Ling thiee thousand knights and moie 
— They little thought the end would piove disastei steeped in goie! 

762 1415 
Hagen bade marshal Dankcwait — his brothei brave, moieo’er — 

That ho should bung, of then liegc-knights, a troop of full fourscoie 
In panoply unto the Rhine — that gallant waiiioi-band 
Bi ought with them clothes and airaouiy into king Gunther’s land 

763 1416 

To them came Yolcher bravo and strong — a minsliel when he chose, 

With thiity knights, his lieges tiuc, — wdio feared no thieat’ning foes, 

Then dioss w'as of the costliest, — no piince could better weai 
He told the king, he’d iide with him, and Hunnish dangei shaic 
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lu 

Who Volchcr was, and whence bs men, I now will tell to yon 
He -n as a chieftain passing bold, and had for hegemen true 
Some of the most heroic knights that dwelt in Burgundie, 

And as he on the \iol played — the ‘fiddle-man’ hight hel 

763 

The messengers of qncen Chnemhild thought it too long to wait 
Tlieir fear of Ilunnish Elzcl’s ire was surely very great, — 

As each day came they anvious felt, for answer, and for leave 
But IIagem\as a\crsc thereto — and kept them, I behe\e! 

766 

Said he unto the Bhenish king — ‘wc’Il be upon our guard, — 

‘^ot letting them depart from hence until we are prepared, 

‘So that we can for certain ndc on seventh night after them, 
‘Defeating, by such promptitude, a purposed stratagem' 

767 

‘Tor Clincmhild would not then ha^c time for perfecting a course 
‘Of wicked plots against our Ines, through aid of foreign force 
‘ — Should she attempt with scanty means a wide extending plan, 
‘She fails — since to the Huns w'c take full many a val’rous man'’ 

768 

Tim saddles, shields, and other gear, fit implements of war, 

"Vihich thc\ would take with them unto king Et/els realm, afar, 
ore noift in perfect readiness for hosts of ^allant men 
Clincmhilda’s minstrel-messengers were led to Gunther then 

769 

tMmn th it the omhns‘;\ came in — the pnneeh Gemot said 
‘Onrling ncccpls the high in\itc h\ ro\al Etzcl made' — 

‘ \nd tint uc n\cI 1 pleaded shall ndc unto his banijucling, 

To ’-ce our '-I'tcr, f nr Cliriomhild — to whom our greetings bring’ 


1417 


1410 


1420 


1421 


1422 
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770 1424 
Tlio kmg ofBurgundio then said, ‘can yon precisely say 

‘When die festivities commence? or rather, on what day 
‘Wc aio expected to arrive?’ — said minsticl Swemmehne, 

‘Tiiily, when comes solsticial-day — ore sun is on dechno’ 

771 1427 
Then did the wealthy Rhenish king his bounty not withhold, 

But ordeiod in, rich gifts to make, great store of luddy gold 
On ample shields — he plenty had of that most piocious oiel 

— Unto the messengers, his friends gave diveis picsents moie 

772 1433 

The honoured minstrel-men now took a veiy cordial leave 
Of many a man and many a dame — right gaily, I conceive, 

They lodo until they Swabia i cached — for so far, Gernot sent 
An escort of his gallant knights — all evil to prevent 

773 1 13 1 
"When that the longhts who guarded them returned to their abodes, 

The minstrels found that Etzel’s name gave safety on the loads — 

So that they weic not robbed of hoisji, or com, oi gaimentr^’- 
They lode, with piessing diligence, to king of Hungarie 

774 143G 

Arrived m sight of Bcchlarn-burgh, and riding down the road, 

The waidcr to count Rudcgoi the speeding horsemen showed — 

And to Gothnd, the margiawnc, his evei honoured dame 

— That they should see IhcBuigund kings, was nens which welcome came 

775 1437 

The minstrels plied the uiging spur — then steeds got o’er the ground. 
And in the noble towm of Gran — they loyal Etzel found, 

They bi ought him gieelings manifold, fiom king, and dame, and knight 

— The mighty lulei of the Huns waxed icd, with sheer delight! 

10 
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776 1438 

When that Chnemhilda was aware of message they had brought, 
Announcing lhal her km and friends would visit Elzel’s court, 

She wa'i of ver^^ buoyant mood — and gave the minstrels twain, 

Large gifts of gold, and costly things — so, did she honour garni 

777 1443 

Then went the queen of Ilungarie to where she found the king, 

And said to him right lo\ingly, ‘are tidings that they bring 
‘Right pleasing to my gentle lord, the sovereign of the stale? 

‘All that I’ve washed for and desired, will now be consummate ’ — 

778 1444 

'Thy wish to grant, shall ever bo my purpose and delightl — 

'I ncNcr felt towards km of mine a joyousness so bright, 

‘Whene’er they came to Msit me, as that with which I’m filled 
‘The hope to see thy dearest friends, my ever^ care hath stilled ’ 

779 1445 

The semng-racn of Elzel’s burgh were ordered, one and all. 

To range the sclllc-seats and chairs m palace and m hall, 

For those loved Msilcrs who were to come anon, I trow 
— Through them the king endured, ercwhile, much trouble and much woo 



LEGEND XIV 


SliowiJig how hviq Guiifhc) and all his brolhcn, logcthcr with Hagen and 
an array of ten thousand and moi c Inights and men, i ode to visit 
Ling Eizcl and queen Chrwnhilda. 


The Rhenish potcnlale_^badc arm a band of valiant langhts 
Thousand and si\ty chosen men — for so the legend cites! — 
Besides nine thousand yeomen bravo, to go to festal scene 
Those who remained at homo, eiclong, felt grievous caie, I ween 

781 

As now the msliumcnts of wai through court-yard passed to Worms, 
An aged bishop, come fiom Spiio, spake Ulio m these terms, 

‘Our loyal friends I sec prepare to iido to Hungaiio — 

‘May heaven preserve them at the feast, from ill and jeopardy!’ 


782 1449 

Then did queen Ulio, to her sons, with love and caution say 
‘Repiain, ye heroes of the Rhine! — go not from Worms away, 

‘For I have had distressing dicam, whilst lying on my bod 
‘ — I dreamt that all the fcatheied tribes of Rurgundie woio dead ’ 

783 1450 
Said Hagen, ‘ they who ci edit dreams, and ’mured m palace live, 

‘Know at no time to judge aught, or worthy counsel give 

‘On matters appei laming to the policy of stato 

‘ — I’ve counselled that my lord take leave, — and iido to Etzel straight. 

10 * 



ns 


754 usi 
Wc all are pleased, and of one mind lo go to Hnngane* 

There kings are served by valiant knights of highest chivahy- 
^Iorco cr w e sec and mingle in Qinemhilda s festal shov. ’ 

Ilagcn at that time urged the tnp — which after brought hun woe 

755 1-132 
He -n onld ha\ e counselled gamst it still had royal Gerenot 

Confined his scorn and nsing wrath to terms less searing hot 
He minded him of Siegefried — Chnemhildas early pnde’ 

\nd said, ‘thals why sir Hagen bold dissuades from Huimish ndeJ 

756 1453 
Said Hacen sneennclv, ‘von think mv counsel ureed bv fear! 

— If \ou desire so much to go, then let your will appear t 
'Tre- me’ — Til ndc along with vou mto king Elzels land’ 

— Full raan\ a shield and helm, erewhile, were clove b^ his brave hand 

757 1455 

The 4ound of trumpets and of pipes was heard at early mom 
\nnouncing ihe^ should soon nde forth — all bustled to adorn’ 

— "Who sweethearts had within their arms gave them another kiss 
The\ met no more — Chriemhilda’s hate destroied their happmess 

7SS 1157 

The sons of cpiecnb Ulic had a liegeman of great worth — 
b^a^e and loial man was he’ — now, as thei would nde forth 
lie told the king m sccrecx, the feelings of his mmd 
bread tire’ I gne\c because vou still to joume\ are mchned.’ 

7S9 

Hi": inrae w'’S Rumolu and he was a knight of read\ hand' 

^ lul he ‘to whom do vou commit vour subjects and v our land. 

Tint n \oar ib'Cncc notlnng hap, vour courage lo depress* 

TI c ud PC'- ih">t fromChnemhild came — hav e caused me greit distress ’ — 
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143D 

‘My lealni unto yoiu* care I leave — also my royal boy> 

*iVnd eke tlie ladies of oui comt — such is my will and joy' 

•'Whoever quails m heart oi mind — assuage and heal then pains' 

‘ — No mishefall wall chance to us where fau Chuemhilda reimis ’ 

O 

791 1460 

The steeds w'cre all caparisoned foi Gunther and his men 
With much affection, man and maid took leave, departing then 
They still could hoast of dauntless heait, and buoyancy of soul 
Full soon did many a loyal wife moan destmy’s controul' 

792 1 ici 
When it was seen that e\ ery knight unto his charger w enf, 

Then many a true and kindly dame did utter loud lament, 

Foi now' forebodings told to them that they should meet no more 
Keen feelings, auguiing mishap, make mind and bosom soie' 

793 1162 
The mettlesome young Biiigund knights composed the lan array 

— Throughout the land it seemed to he a motley holiday. 

For on both sides the hills w'cre seen w'onien and men, w'ho cried, 

— Whate’ei the conduct of the folk — tlie knights did gaily ride' 

794 1464 
The ]ourncy led them near unto the left hank of the Maine, 

And so along until they leaclicd the Eastern-Frank domam 
Hagen, who knew' the giound full w'ell, was Icadei of the host, 

And Dankw'art swayed with woilhiness the long-held marshal’s post 

♦ 

795 146S 
LeaMng the land of Eastern-Fraiiks, to ride on Swanefeld, 

One might ohsen e what conduct good and discipline they held 
That of the kings, loi ds, knights, and men, w as w orthy highest praise 
— On the tw clfth mom, kingGunthei reached theDanube’shanksandhraes 
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T9S i-«6S 

Hagen tlic far famed Tronpc clncf rode on a space before — 

He kept tlic ^Ib lung spirit np by hopes of getting o’er 

The \alianl kaiight alighted from his horse, and trod the gronnd, 

\nd quickly, to a neighbouring tree, the gallant chargor bound 

797 

The rncr had o’erflowed its banks — no passage crah savr they: 

The kiiig< fell puzzled to get o’er, with their august array. 

For tide ran rapidly, I trow — the flood was \ery broad 

Then from their holies backs the men leaped olT, with one accord 

79S H’l 

'Now tarn' here beside the stream,' said Hagen, ‘whilst I seek 
•The feriwnnn more up the flood, — and ’bout our transpoil speak. 

‘It\ means of lii< stout passage-boat, into Gelpfratcs land 
Hagen then took, with conlidcncc, his trusty shield in liand 

799 U'i 

He was well armed, — besides his shield, which on his arm he pkaced, 

His polished helm, which gleamed afar, he ’ncalh his tonsils braced, 

\iul o’er Ills mail, in b.aldrick bore a weighty two-edged brand, 

Which through the Acrj' marrow cut, when wadded by Ins hand 

SOO n:a 

Seeking the Hamibc fcnwaiian a little up the stream — 

He heard a water-splashing plaa, and listened -.is I deem 
It was oce.asioned bv wasc inanphs, dispoituig in a hake 
— Tluw c.anie to cool tliemscbes I ween, and joaous bath partake 

601 H-4 

.^ir H men cot a d'mpsc of them, and ddv would adi.anco, 
tppri'.ed thereof, the\ qmckU di\cd below the waters glance 
— -Tlint thei so well escaped from him produced much niorrimeiit 
He took their clothes and nothing more — the hero was content 
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802 

Then spake a mermaid to (ho knight— Hadburga was her name 
‘Renowned sii Hagen, heio bold! — allenlivc oar we claim 
•If oil’ll return again to ns, the laimonl yon have got, 

‘We’ll (ell -jou of ^ our Ilnnnish tiip, and what will bo youi lot!^ 

803 

They floated like aquatic buds, befoio him on (ho flood 
Their insight into things to come, he thonghl both keen and good, 
And (hcicforc Mas picpaicd, by faith— to cicdit M'hat they said 
roilliMilh, thc^ gaio him wise icply, to M'hal was m his bead 

804 

Said she, ‘Midi safely 3011 may iidc into king Etzcl’s land 
‘1 pledge thcicon my truth and doth — and, m idea, my hand, 
‘That ncici noble king’s an ay obtained 111 foreign slate, 

‘Such honour, and such lofty fame — believe M’hat I relate’’ 

805 

The mermaid’s Mords made Hagen’s licail to palpitate Midi joy 
He g.nc them back (ho capfuicd clothes — and left the nigms coy 
No sooner had they hiinicd on then M'ondions ganncntiy, 

Than they foi etold, m ti ulhful Mmi ds, his fate in Hungane 

8OG 

Loud spake anothci M'atoi -nymph, — this one Sieglinda hight — 

'I •warn ■jon, Tronyic Hagen biaie, — sii Adrian’s son of might! 
‘That to obtain the clothes, my aunt has said •M’liat is not true 
‘Foi sliouldsl thou joiiinoy to the Huns — that joiuney thou wilt rue 

807 

‘Tiust me — you should nde back again, theie yet is time, I -vsecn, 
‘Foi you hold knights of Buigundic haio only bidden been 
‘That you should miseiably die m loyal Etzcl’s land 
‘Whoevei iidos to Hungaile— has death M'liliin his hand’’ 


1476 
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1477 


1478 
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814 

lie shouted out "With giant might-r-lhe which, the flood along 
Rotmned m rattling echo-sounds, — the hero’s lungs wcio stiong, — 
‘Halloo! come o’ei ' I’m Ameheich! — count Else’s true liegeman 1 
‘Who through abounding enemies fiom Danube’s maiches lan’ 

815 

UiTon the point of upiaiscd sword, he balaneed armlet wide — 
Which was of buimshed gold, and beamed like sun upon the tide 
He ofTorod it, to bo rowod o’ei — into Gelpfratcn’s land — 

The avaiicious feiiyman foilhwith took oai m hand 

816 

The selfsame ferryman possessed a most unrighteous mind 
The ‘giasping after moiel’ full oft, has heart to ill inclined — 

He thought to pocket with much case the keen knight’s luddy gold, 
But in the end received his death, flora Tionyie Hagen bold 

817 

Ai rived, he said, ‘’tis possible you’ie Amclrcich by name, 

‘But you aio not the Amolieich, for whom I hilhei came 
‘On fathei and on mother’s side, ho is my brother dear' 

‘Foi that you’ve vilely cheated me — you sooth may tariy hoie’ 

818 

‘Not so, ’fore God the bountiful 1’ said Hagen, with afliight, 

‘I plead for otheis, not myself — and am a stiangei knight 
‘What I have tendeied you in tioth, lake kindly as youi fare 
‘To low us o’er, — assuredly. I’ll be youi fiiend elsewheie’ 

819 

The ferry-man then seized an oai — long, tough, and vciy bioad, — 
And struck at Hagen with gi eat force (ho held the knight abhorred) 
So that within the passage-boat, he fell upon his knee 
So fieice a master-feu yman — the Tionyian ne’er did see 
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820 1502 

Ilagcn, enraged, the weapon took which hung on his left side, 

And sprang onboard, ’t\\ as two-edged sword, right weighty, sharp and wide 
■'A'llli It, he severed head from trunk— then cast them m the stream 
Erelong, tlie kings, and all the knights knew of the fray, I deem 

82L 1503 

In the same moment that the knight the wrathful boatman clo\ e. 

To his surprise the boat slid back, and towards the current drove 
Lrc he could nght the craft again, he felt exceeding tired, — 

Bra\e Hagen showed both power and skill, which well might be admired 

822 150-1 

B\ dint of strength and boatman craft, he ferr^’^ back would take 
Just then wnthin his iron hands the sturdy oar did break! 

He wanted to approach the knights who stood on jutting strand 
No other tug-oar being there — he spliced it with own hand' 

823 1506 
The knights, as might be thought, recened the hero with great thanks. 
But ‘loon remarked much recking blood upon the ferrj'’s planks^ 

5Miich had gushed out from cuieless wound the ferrjTnan received. 

The questions put were manifold — which much sir Hagen grieved. 

82-1 1508 

Then ‘:aid he hingU to all — ‘when erst the boat I found 
Among«l the withies tied to ticc, and readilv unbound, 

I saw no boatman standing b\ — nor ha^e seen boatman since 
Nought has been done on board tlic craft, that might make lady wince ’ 

S25 Ijod 

Then ‘iaid a pnnee of Bnrgundic — Uic ^ahant Gerenot — 

To mourn llie dcatli of main fnends, will be to-da\ my lot, 

I or til It no passagc-fcrr\ man I on the ri\cr sec 

llow we •'hall got across the stream, is inariellous to me’ 
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82G 1610 

Loud shouted Hagen, ‘sen’ing-grooms! now place upon the ground 
‘Our saddles, and our gear of war methinUs theie’ll not ho found 
‘A heller ferryman than I, — who was on Rhine the hesti 
‘ — I’ll put you over, never fear, into Gclpfiaten’s nest 

827 1 B 1 1 
And that more quickly might he passed the now hroad Danube flood. 
They swam their hoises every one their swimming was so good, 

That not a single steed was lost hy reason of the tide, 

Some truly, fiom much weariness — landed a little wide 

828 1B12 

Unto the passage-hoat was la’en their gold, and clothes of state. 

For their desire to journey on in nowise did abate 

Hagen was master ferryman, and brought to Gclpfiat’s sliand 

Full many a knight — they spiang ashoic, and trod the unknown land 

829 1513 
First ferried he a thousand knights — togethei with four score. 

Who were his own eflicicnt men , — and after many moi c 
Nine thousand yeomen eke got o’er — iiglit safely landed they 
Sir Tronyie Hagen’s skilful hands weie active all the day 

830 1527 
'Now ho ye brave 1’ sii Hagen said, ‘ye knights and yeomenry, 

‘ — Forming a hand of hrotheihood — so seems it right to mo' 

‘For I unwelcome news must tell, and do so with much pain 
‘ — Not one of us will reach his home m Burgundie again 

831 1530 

That awful news did rashly spread — it flew from troop to troop, 

And bleached the cheek of many a knight, — one saw-proud helmets stoop 
When thoughts came o’er then wearers minds, of quickly coming death 
Through this high-festival, — they sighed, and drew the long, deep breath 
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S3S 

‘Our horses, from the miles v,e\c lode, arc in full \\ocful plight 
And food and forage both arc spent'' said Hagen the bold knight, 
‘Noi find we an-^ thing to buy— of host we have gieat need 
‘Who Mrtue hath to harbour us, and dole out meal of hiead 

539 

Sir Eckewart rejoinuig said, ‘a right good host I know! 

‘Not all the coiintiw' round about so bra^e a one can show 

‘That he’ll reccuc "^ou coidially admits not of a doubt 

‘So if It meets with "jour consent — well find count Rud’gcr out 

540 

‘He hies beside the public road — a host less prone to art 

‘No er kept good house m ancient burgh, all Mrtues grace his heart, 

‘As flowers adorn the hills and fields, in sweetest month of May* 

‘To render kindnesses to knights — affords him joy for aye 

541 

Then said king Gunther of the Rhine, ‘wilt be my harbinger? 

‘To know if me and mine may find friendship with Rudeger 
‘Whose noble hospitality is famed in other lands — 

‘And say, rewards shall flow to him — from me, with liberal hands 

542 

Said Eckewart, ‘with heartfelt joy a our harbmger 111 he > 

Then AMth much speed he reined his steed, to nde immediately. 

And tell the margraic Rudegei of all he had percened* 

The count had not for many a day such pleasing news rccened 
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L E Ct E IS’ D XV 


SJiotrnig how iJtc hwgs tcere enfcriairtcd at BecJilarcn, where Giselher was 
hetrolhed io Budcgcr's daughter Dietbnda The Burgundians are received 
by Dietrich, who teams them of Chricmhilda's hate 

843 15S2 

From BeeWam burgh might be descried, one, ndmg at full speed, 

^Vhom Rud’gcr quicU^ recognized said he, ‘on foaming steed 
‘Comes Ecl>.c\\art the courtly knight — Chriemhilda’s chamberlain’’ 

IIo thought, forsurc, some ambushed foes compelled him back again 

844 1583 

Then ANcnt he to the castle gale, and there sir Eck^arl found, 

AMio forthwith did ungird his sword and place it on the ground 
The mc'^sagc that he had in charge, be nowasc sought to ^ eil. 

But made the \ahant host and friends acquamted with the tale 

845 1384 

Saul he, ‘sir marg^a^c! I ra dispatched walh tidings unto thee, 

‘Bn inN good lord sir Gunther bold — the king of Burgundie, 

And b\ his brothers Gcrenot, and -jouthful Giselher, 

‘\Mio all commend ihcmsclNes m troth — and services prefei 

84C logs 

‘The same docs Ilagcn, Tronvic’s chief, and Yolcher brave and true, 

‘ho diligent 111 lovaltv — permit me add thereto, 

‘\Mi.il the kings marshal Dankcwarl hath bid me bring to sight 
Tilt worthv vcomanrv have need of hostelrv^ to night’ 
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847 1680 
^Ylth kindly smile count Rudcgoi did thus make known lus mind, 

•Right welcome is the news you bring, that kings so rich and kind 
‘Desire fiom me good sonaces — such will I nc’ci gainsay, 

‘And hope they’ll make our castle-burgh their Inn upon the way 

848 1587 
‘The maishal also bade mo state the numbers that will come 

‘To claim youi hospitality — and find to night a home, 

‘Aio sixty knights of light airay, and thousand horsemen good, 

‘Besides nine thousand yeomen bold!' — the count was m gay mood 

849 1588 
‘Full welcome aie to mo the guests!’ — said Rudoger the brave — 

‘And that they make my biiigh then home, is just what I would ciave 
‘Foi little sen ICO had of mo, I fain would make amends! 

‘ — Now lido ye foilh to welcome them — both soiving-men and friends 

850 158D 
All lan to mount llicir stall-fed steeds — the knights as well as men, 
'NVlialexci Rudegei dcsiicd, that did they tlieie and then 

All liked the welcoming in hand, which made then hurry gicat 
Thei oof Gothnda nothing know she m hei chamber sat 

851 1500 
Sir Rud’ger xvent to wlieie ho found the ladies had adjourned, 

Goilind the good, and their fan child — whom ho forthwith mfoimed ' 

Of the exhilaialing news xvhich to his cais had come — 

That kindred of then honouicd queen xvould make his burgh their home’ 

852 1591 
‘My best beloved and sweet Golhndl’ said Rudegei with glee7 
‘Rcccnc in your most couiteous way these kings of Buigundie, 

‘When they and then biavo men ariive, on passing to oui couit 

‘Also gicet Gunlhei’s liegeman bold, sii Uagen, in like soit, 
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£33 

‘V.lih comes cLe of bluest rank — the noble Danke-vrart, 

‘kr d Vo’obor, bravest of the brave, vrell skilled in minstrel-art 
Ti o=. sit '-on greet vnii Undh kiss: — so mttsl onr daughter dear! 

‘In ad \ot:r co'^dac' tovrards these goests let lovalty appear 

£54 1503 

7b^‘ pro"i.sed readily the dames — vio, vrithont more ado, 

L''OJnb‘ from iba.r cedar chests a store of splendid gear to view, 

VI -e'" tr ev pforyiosed to receive the brave and rov al 1 nights 
71 c bns:, r^^'dsns beads were filled with dresses and dehebts 

£53 130 1 

Faka cooz- on the woTiSn's cheels was rarely to he seen. 

7h". wo'c trrjO'i tf e'^ beads Imhl bands of mdd-v cold, I ween, 

'S .cl ~ f-'C n-d l-cccrnclv-wroncbt wxeaibs'; to bind their sbmv' hair 
Trai so *Lb vr-d m gb' rot d^sferb the object of their care 

£5X 1303 

b'ow 1" — . f'j- a wh'^e al least, the ladies there remain: 

71 CO r ‘ O'C see s^.arp> ga^op ng across the verdant plain 
B r ' 'n~avc ri':'rce*'s roonr/ed Heods, nrJ^ the 1 mC' tbev' fonnd, 

V> 0 .O'C. T a^com^g rt.cervcd on tread og Rod cer's ground. 
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"1 fpp'oacbcd the roval Enrgund guests, 
z~iooz' t.iTi s, t^ e kings and ^ rigbL‘^ addressed, 
br '.*> -0 k'og= — ar d c- e F err men-at-arms! 

O' I?'d o^r' 'e, roy loval bosoon warms 
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Also the noble Dankewart, who thus bespake the count 

‘In that -joii give us bed and board, — pray, who mjII take account 

‘Of all the ycomaniy that ^^e have also hithei bi ought?’ 

To him sn Rudegci replied, ‘I’ve given to them due thought 

860 J 5 ,ig 

‘Let all the tents be pitched around this dr^'^ and open plain' 

‘"What hero is lost, I ansvei foi — secuic is my domain 

‘No\n doff the saddles — diaw the bits — and let the horses giaze'’ 

— Seldom has host adwsed, methinks, doings so woithy piaise 

861 iGoo 
The noble guests were filled with joy — the yeomen were well fed 
Then lode to buigh the kings and knights the men found giassy bed, 
And slept right soundly, I opine, aftei their wcaimess 

— They never since they passed the Rhine had better fared, I guess 

862 icoi 
The very noble margravine, and daughter passing good. 

Came gently valking fiom the buigh, and now togelhci stood 
Sunounded by then fairest dames, and many a lovely maid 
They costly aim and viiist-clasps woie o’ei dresses of brocade 

r 

863 1602 
The gems they woic, at distance beamed most gorgeously and bright 
From thou iich settings maids and dames vere beautiful to sight' 

— The guests aimed and with much grace descended from their steeds 
EeWa f what courtesy of wa'js Burgundian knighthood heeds' 

864 1603 

Thirty and sue enchanting maids and many handsome dames 
All affable and coiutly bred, and of unsullied fames, 

Advanced to meet them, — e\ery one attended by csquiie 
Then did the ladies’ v elcommg, Burgundian knights inspu-e 

11 
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865 1004 

Good Golelind, m courtly way, the Rhenish kings did kiss, 

So did Dicllinda, her fair child Hagen stood by, I wis 

The margrave bade her kiss that chief— her eyes his visage scanned, 

So dreadful seemed that knight toiler— she wouldhaveshunned command 

866 1605 

1 et must she complaisantly do, as her dear sme had said' - 
The fluttering colours of her cheeks varied from white to ledl — 

Dankwarl she kissed with less dislike — then the brave ‘fiddleman’ 
llis strength and fame included him m this saluting plan 

< 867 icofi 

Hictlind, the youthful margravine, now gave her lily hand 
To Gisclhcr, the youngest king of famous Burgund land 
Her mother singled Gunther out — the ruling Rhemsh king 
So knights and ladies went frotu thence m pairs, to banqueting 

868 ICO 7 

The host conducted Gerenot unto the spacious hall — 

Heroes and ladies entering m, found seats for one and all 

Then was bright wine poured out, and served to inmate and to guest. 

That knighthood never better fared, was ardently confest . 

869 ICO 8 
Many a glance from knightly eyes to Rud’ger’s daughter flew — 

\\ho was indeed the fairest maid that eyes did ever view, 

1 nil nianv a knight in thought felt blessed — and nuptially inclined 
buch lore and honour she deserved — being of lofty mind’ 

870 1010 
Now (ltd the sexes scpaiato — for so was custom there 

The knighl8, to the baronial court,- to tiring-rooms, tlic fair 
T Ian won the tables, in the hall, o’erspread with evening meal, 

In siioli x\.i\, that cach bidden guest did Rud’gcr’s bounty feel 
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leii 

To plci'^c the king' the ninigraMne consented to appear 
At festal board ainonp<l the guests — her daughter Diethnd dear 
Iveinained \\hero supped her \\aittng maids and she as mistress sat 
ITiscen b\ ain Msiters — ^^ho sorro^^ed much thereat 

ST2 l(;i> 

When appetite for food and wme had ceased in spacious hall 
The nnrgravc bid lus chainberlvUn the d\mcs and maidens call 
Then was no hok of mirthful tale and man^ a quaint lemark 
In which the brave knight Voleher pioved a verv merry clerk 

STS 1611 

Saul he the madial fiddleman aloud to Gollind s spouse, 

‘3!ost worthv m irijravo ruuloser’ kind heaven has blessed \onr house 
'HiUit crnciou^lv m every wav vouchsahne von a wife 

^ V 

Ofbeautv such as few possess — thereto a liappy life 

ST4 i6n 

Xovv were I lord o cr manv lands — so said sir Voleher Inave — 

•And wore the enawai of sov reignlv — then would I forthwith crave 
Tor w ife of mine v our dauehier fair such is mv heart s true mood 
Oshcislovelv to behold — moi cover, noblv good' 

STs 161C 

'Xow, if mv master Giselher doth still meluie to woo — 

‘She i< of such lugh pedigree — descending Irom vou two 
‘That I and all his truslv men her lieges true will be 
‘Should ever she be crowned at M'orms — a queen of Burgundie 

S76 1617 

The brave count Rudeger toll pleased at what spiang from Ins heart 
And Gotehnd the margrav me receiv ed if m good part 
Anon the heroes all proposed witliout more vugument 
ThvVt she should be voting Gislcrs wife — such met wath quick assent 

11 ^ 
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877 1621 

Thereon, were both — (a custom old, and practised in that land) 
Suirounded by the younger kmghts, within a ring to stand, 

Who kept up merriment at cost of those to be betiothed 
Their thoughts undoubtedly ran on what stripling never loathed 

878 1622 

When now the questioning began — the maid’s consent t^gam 
As, ‘^\ill you wed this noble knight?’— she felt some mental pain, 

(Yet went her humour to accept the most accomplished prince) — 

’Twas bashfulness, which with young maids has been before and since 

879 1623 
Then did count Rud’ger counsel her boldly to answer, ‘yesl 

‘1 lake you willingly, sii knight'* — he then her hand did press 
With his IN lute hands, and afterwards, the lovely bride embraced 
Alasl she little gladness knew from bliss so well prefaced 

880 1624 

Then said the raargraio Rudeger, ‘ye kings both rich and strong! 

hen -^ou rctmn unto ^our realm — which well may be erelong — 

‘1 cordial!) wall giac to you the now betrothed maid, 

‘That she ina) ride -uilh you to Worms,’ the piolTci none gainsaid 

881 1625 

The ) 0 ^ ous shouting in the hall, at length had died away 

The maids were to their chambers gone, to get what rest they may, 

And all the guests to down) beds, for slumber until dawm 
— Sul! were the cooking-folk employed, forecasting for the morn 

882 1G2C 

The hrCiikfa'il nnishcd, tlic) would ride from Bcchlam’s burgh anon 
T(i where the Ilunnish realm began ‘I must insist thereon — ’ 

^aul nnrgraic Riid ger carncstl) — ‘that ^ou depart not yet' 

.Such noble \ivucic, forsurc,— we seldom hither get’ 
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Said Dankwnrt \yiIIi much Aicndhness, ‘good sii, that cannot hc‘ 

‘ — Whcie get you store of bread and Avine, and such laie viandiy, 

'To feast again so many men in like abundant way?’ 

— When this the noble mai grave heard — he thus to thqm did sav, 

884 

‘lllustiious wsitcis and guests — such doubt ye must not laisci 
‘For I lia\c stoie that well may last anothei fouiteen days, 

‘To feast yourselves and all the men you to Bechlaien bung 
‘ — Little was ta’en horn me away by oui bold Hunnish king’ 

885 

IIowe\ei they might hesitate — in tiutli they tamed theie 
Until the fourth day’s morning came, — and then did amply shaio 
In the bra^e host’s muniGconce, which fai and wide "VNas told 

— lie gave unto his lofty guests — Jioises, and clolh-of-gold> 

886 1630 

This sojourn might not longei last — ’twas time foi them to iide 

— Count Rudegei could ncvei hoaid, — his bounty i cached so wide, 

That whosocvei asked of him, — foisuio, a boon received 

Ue ncvci tinned icqucst away, but eveiy one relieved 

887 1631 
The solving inmates of his burgh led to the outer gate 

Many supeibly saddled steeds, — theie sti anger knights did wail, 

Beaiing their shields upon then arras, full leady to escort 
The Rhenish kings to Etzel’s lands — they weie of good lepoit! 

8S8 1632 

Count Rud’ger’s wealth, and lib’ral hands, wcie pioved on one and all, 

Foi ev’iy knight i eceived iich^ifls, before the guests left hall 

— The icntal loll was very gieat, of maigiave Rudegei ' — 

— His daughter fan, sweet Dietehnd, was bride to Giselhei 


1638 


1629 





Ho to Gorono\ a sword — amaU'Wo^s owe of oo\ir?o 
Tho ^■m^o Hnl in Uio ot\or ti^IU l\o wioldod wW\ ^uol\ force. 

That ^ift to Goniot grOviHv vloasod Hie in \Tgra\ o s noWo Nsnfo — 

But ah cornu Budegor dirough U did lose his \a\nov^ hfo* 

Si>0 l^s^ 

Of all tint hereto I have seen’ — sir Troime Hagen 5>nd — 

{ nothuig W'h to call inv owi lor oniamciit or stead 
S we \onder shield wlueli hangs agiui>t the loftg oisteni wall)' 

— I wallrngK would he ir it at king Ft'ols ie'^tixiill 

Sill lesr 

\\ hen Gotehnd i Hagen s w ish ex\ihcitH did know . 

U tilled her unnd with In-gone gnel — and loirs began to llow 
She thouaht with ininv a nienVil iiaiis on noble Xvidunn's death 

X. » I v v 

hoin tint "tern wairrior Wittich slew — she gvief-fuU drew her breath 

ibiv 

\ud slid unto the Tronnin chief Mho shield to a on 1 11 gw o' 

' 0 w onld to God the hiril of Hoa\ on' — tli xt ^ndinig still did Iw e , 

He boro it gxlIantK on arm vxml met h\s vleath m light 
‘ — 1 eser iinnl Innent vVor him — ho wa'^ a valiant knight' 

Gotlindi ni "0 from whore she "at — and further grief conceiled 
Then with her own white hinds the dame look down tho \vdned shudd 
W Imh "he dul be ir to H igeu bravo — and placed u in bis hand 
Smh etll wa" welt be"towed vipmx that knight of Burgnnd laud 

^''■t n-xo 

\ iO"tK band wa" gut aroniul — ii>. ooloiir " bnghi dwplav. 

No bettor "hu'ld e or met on nnn the "plendid heht of d w ' 
h w \'- iilomoil b\ proviou" "tone" — hid nw one de"ired 
To \uire!s we "ueh — a thovi" uni m nk" of mdd b vd been lOipuivd 



167 


Of all (he costly gifts that were distributed to some, — ^ 

Not any, howsoever choice, into their hands were come. 

Had It not been the count to please — who pressed them eainestly ' 
Erelong, these fi lends were so opposed, that he through them must die! 

896 IC43 
Now had sir Volcher, the swift knight, with viol m his hand, 

Bofoie the noble margiavine light courtly ta’en his stand 
He played o’ei many a dainty tune, and sang his favourite song 
Theicon, he took fair leave to go from Bechlam with the throng 

897 I1C44 
But first the maigravine desiied, that certain case be brought, 

(Of friendly gift you now shall hear, — none better had been wrought) 

She took Ihei eout twelve clasps of gold, and placed them m his hand 
‘These shall you heeding take with you into king Ethel’s land! 

,898 164S 

‘4nd for my sake you’ll put them on whene’er you go to court 
‘I give them, that when some return, they bring me true report 
'Of all that passed, and how you fared at Etzel’s festival ’ 

— Some knight fulfilled in aftertime, what she desired withal' 

899 1G46 
Then said the host unto his guests, ‘that you may safely ride, 

‘Myself will be your guard from thieves — and eke your trusty guide 
‘So that youl way you nevei miss, nor lose ought on the road ’ 

— The Sumpters, with right ready hands his serving-men did load 

900 1C47 
The count and his five hundred men were ready to depart 

On snoiting steeds capaiisoned they rode with joyous heart 

Unto lung Etzel’s festival, and good opinions earned 

Of all who left Bechlaren burgh — not one of them letuined' 
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901 1648 

With most affectionate salute, the good count leftGothnd, 

And so did Giselher take leave of beautiful Diethnd 

Fair dames and maids were now embraced — and kissed without debate, 

Erelong, full many a damsel kind bewailed her wayu^ard fate 

902 1649 
Now were the windows in the burgh wide ope on ev’ry side 

The count and his five hundred men were seen witlT speed to iide 
1 guess theu' hearts at parting felt oppressed with gloomy cai e 
Full many a dame shed briny tears — and so did viigin fair 

903 16S0 
After then dearest friends and loves, did many weep and wail, - 
Foreboding they might ne’er return again to Bechlam vale 

— Yet gallantly the knights rode on, until they reached the strand 
Of Danube’s flowing sti cam — thence down, to Etzel’s Hunnish land 

904 1651 
Then said the margrave Iludcger unto the Burgund knights, 

‘Now' A\jll I not withhold from you, tidings w'hich yeld delights 
‘We aie on true Hungarian groundl — so be your minds well eased , 
‘King Etzel, when he hears the new's, wall be exceeding pleased ’ 

905 iGj2 
Then was despatched a messengci, by way of Austrian land 

licre’cr he passed, he told the folk that those so near at hand 
Were knights who came fiom Burgund Worms beside the nver Rhine 
Such tidings ga\e to EtzcTs court much gladness, I opine 

90G 16j6 

flint the Burgundian kings were come wathin the Hunnish land, 
ns quickly known to him of Berne — the ancient Hildebrand, 

Ho told It to his so\crcign lord, who said, ‘it gives me pain!’ 

11c begged his master gicct, with grace, the kings and all their tiain 
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Then leady Wolfhart ordered out (he chargers from the stalls. 
And Dietrich rode tmUi many a knight from Etzels castle-uralls, 
To those he should heai welcomes to — who in the fields unbent 
Already had they pitched, around, full many a sumptuous tent 

90S 

As now sir Hagen from afai descried some horsemen brave 
He to his royal Rhenish lord this gentle counsel gave * 

‘Let all the knights descend, I pra\, and go on foot to meet 
Those who come here in Elzel’s name, your highnesses to greet 

909 

Yonder comes on array of knights — long time well known to me 
‘Tnilv thev are of Amelumr and hishest diemrv 

« « V' O ^ 

He of Verona leads them on — they haughty are and true.' 
‘Disdain not thcr^ore semces which thev mar offer von 
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910 1660 
Thereon, as courtly ways require the Amelungs alighL 

Then stood there near to Dietericb, full many a man and knight. 

And on they walked to greet the guests w'here then they might be found 
They welcomed in most friendly terms the chiefs from Rurgund ground. 

911 1661 
Lord Dietrich saw that many folk advanced in courtly wav 

Now would vou doubtless like to hear, what that bra\ e knight did say 

L'nto queen Utie s royal sons. — his mind was on the rack 

For he thought Rudeger knew all — and w ould ha^ e kept them back 


912. 


icc; 


I welcome aviu, illustnous sirs*_^ — ^ Gunther, and Gerenot, 

‘Su* Giselher, and Hagen brave — aud Volcher not forgot' 
‘Horeo^e^ Dankewart the swift.' — is it to you unknown 
That Chriemhild for her Sicnefned doth still lament and moan? 
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913 1CC3 

‘She hn= Ion" lime to -sveep and moan*’ — the bold sir Hagen said 
'Since he ^^ 3 s slam Tore many a ycdr— and sojourns ^\Ith the dead 
•Tv ere better that she mal- e the 1- mg her one and only dear, 

For Sicgcfricd v.ill ne’er return to dr%^ the bnny tear*’ 

914 ICG) 
‘—Sir Siegfncd’s -wounds he undisturbed'— that’s not the question now, 
‘So long as queen Chnemhtlda h\cs, there’s danger great, I trow'* 

‘J5ra\c champion of the b'lhlungcn, be thou nghl politic*’ — 

So spate Wrona’s noble chief — the \aliant Dietcnch 

9J5 ICG", 

‘tMw should I be upon in\ gnard*^' — said Gunther the august 
‘Ft/cl sent rnc'scnc'crs to rne — shall I his word distrust'^ 

‘He KiMUition g.ne to u®, to ride unto his land 

‘And from our sister we received manv a message bland ’ 

9J6 iccc 

‘I conn«el von roo«t ferventK ’ — rejoined sir Hagen bold* 

‘Tliat -vou request this wond’rous news he to its ending told 
By the illustnous Dietcnch and his retainers kind, 

‘Tint '=0 we learn the present stale of queen Chnemhilda’s mind ’ 

917 jCTT 
Thf n went tlic tings a=ide, and sprBvC, — their talk was low and quick 
Gunther and Gerf not were twain — the third was Dieleneh 

hr turned, the king said, ‘now 1 hope Verona’s chief inclined 
‘O'lite unreccrvedlv to If 11 the ‘^tatc of Chnemhild's mind ’ 

918 ififit, 

Thf n c'lid the valiant Dietcnch, ‘what can 1 tell to thee — 

• But (hat T hf 'ir Ghne rnhUd c,ieh morn, w ceping right biUcrlv, 

And off nng loud rornplaints to God — of her distress and need, 

Ocf iMOnfd liv the fatd death of potent Sicgcfncd ' 
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919 . 1G60 

‘Events can not bo stopped or changed,’ — evclanncd the Cddleman, 

'By >\hat yon know, or what you’ve told — the maltei we must scan 
'So let ns ride foilliwith to conit, and know what foitnnc ^^alts, 

‘AtEtzcl’s and Ghucmhilda’s hands — ns, of the Bui gund states ’ 
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930 jcoi 

Tlicn one of Clincmhild’s lieges true made answer, ‘yonder man 
‘Claims Tronvic for Ins native place — foi fatliei, Adrian 
‘IIovc\cr courteously lie talks, lie is a wiatlifiil knigbt 
‘ \our grace may lia\e full cause, erelong, to know that I am riglil’ 

93J 1002 

— ‘How can I know of certainty that he so vengeful is*^’ — 

The king, as \ et, did nothing know of wicked plot, I wis. 

That Ins fair queen, against her friends, had with such malice spun 
So that she sufTcred to return of all those heioes — none! 

932 jcoo 
‘I ^^ell remembci Adrian’ — he was my liegeman true, 

‘Great praises he did gam from mo — and honours not a few 
‘Myself did make a knight of him, and gold I gave apart — 

‘Because he loyalty displayed, I placed him near my heart' 

933 

‘Therefore is Hagen known to me since many a hygone day 
‘ — I 1)1 ought two noble striplings here, as hostages to stay — 

‘Him, and ^oung ‘Walthcr, sprig of Spainl — they grew to he young 
‘^^allhcr escaped with Hildcgund — Hagen went home agen’ 

931 ICO, 

He poiidcicd o'er the welcome news — and hygone times, I trow' 

11 i;n n in \oulh had heen his fiicnd — (he gladly saw him now) — 

And did Inin dnors sen ices of more than common worth 
But m hib iipcncd age he brings unto his lieges — death' 

915 ICBC 

\tum the \ahaiit liernc"' twain agreed to separate 
\i ron,i s Diftinh, .iml llic chief of Tionvic’s lesser slate 
King (mnihr r s In gem in hold and tiuo with searching eye looked round 
I or t irl\ h llow-comlnt ml — -and soon that comrade found 
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men 
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936 

Beside king Giselher the ■joung — he dauntless Yolchcr saw, 

(The most accomplished ‘fiddlcman’) — and winked him to AMthdraw, 
Knowing that he was rash of aaouI, when matlcis ciooked stood 
Ho was in all respects, I ween, a knight both bold and good 

937 icns 
Still Stood the Msitcrs wnthin the spacious castle-court 

Those Iw’O departed fiom the mass to find moie snug icsoit, 

Tiicy crossed the court-yaid’s faithcr end, to where stood palace gicat 
These hciocs felt no fcais,,just then, for keenest human hate 

93S - iGO*) 

They went, and on a bench did sit (which faced a noble hall 
Wherein the fair Chriemhild abode), — that icady stood withal^ 

Then did the dn77ling gaimcntry they on then bodies woic, 

Attiact the eyes of many a one — who scanned them o’er and o’er 

939 1700 
These matchless wauiois twain wcio thus stared at by Ilunnish men, 

As had they been ferocious beasts, escaped from some strong den 
Then wcie they seen, from window bioad, by Et7els lofty queen 
That put Chuemhild again in grief, and uigcd her a cngeance keen 

940 '1701 
She thought upon her many w’longs — and then to tears gaAC way 

This caused piofound astonishment to folk m Etzcl's p^ay 

‘^Yhat can have o\crcast with gloom our queen's so joyous mood‘s’ v 

Chriemhild leplied, 'sii Ilagcn theio' yo wairiors bold and good’ 

941 1702 

Then said thej to the weeping queen, ‘what has befallen you'!’ 

‘But now', you were of sportne mind, — and beautiful to Anew ' — 

‘Has he audaciously done ought that our fair so\creign grieves, 

‘Behest oui \engeance’ — and, foisuio, he certain death recciics' 
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913 I'oa 

‘ — I ever shall he grateful to those knights who venge my ills, 

‘And irthatsoever boon they crave, my mmA'aheady wills 
‘Upon my knees I beg from you’ — so added Etzel’s wife, 

‘Vengeance on Hagen, Tron-iiue’s chief I yearn for Hagen’s hfe' ’ 

943 1704 

Quickly assembled sixty men — of good repute withal, ^ 

Who m their zeal to servo the queen would issue from the hall. 

And slaughter without more ado that most berOic man, 

Also the ‘fiddleman’ so brave — concerted was the plan 

^ 944 1708 

When that she found her martial friends were all in readiness, 

She did those sixty fiery knights m courtly words address 
'Sta"^ heic awhile, my trusty men, — but mute as effigies' 

‘ Whilst I prepare 'nealh regal crown, to meet mine enemies 

945 , 1700 

'Yoursches shall from his own mouth hear, what has been done to me 
'By Tronue Hagen — Gunthei’s km and liegeman of degree' 

‘For I bclic\e his daring soul will not pievaricate — 

‘I need not tell 'jou how thereon you satisfy my hate ’ 

946 1710 
Then saw the viol-pla'^ cr bold (a verj" dexterous knight) 

The queen, fiom range of granite steps, in panoply alight, 

Vliich fiom palatial residence, to lesser court-yard led 
Thcicon, sir Yolcher to his fiicnd with earnest purpose said, 

947 1711 

‘Uo, Hagen' the approach of her, and her superb escoit, , 

lio faithlessly hath Imcd us to this doubtful Ilunmsh couil 
‘I nc\cr saw a queen as xct ha\c such a martial tram, 

I Diawii “^word m hand' — they are, mcthinks, of some encounter vain 


177 


948 1712 
‘You know, friend Hagen, that Clniemlnld bears yon unl)ounded hate 
‘Be therefore on youi watch that so you ward the dangei great 

‘That tin eats ’\onr lionoui and -^oui hfel — my counsel take for good, 
‘Foi if I’m not deceived, they me in veiy wTathful mood, 

949 1713 
‘They also seem, the most of them, of ver^'- ample chest 

f 

‘Who values life, piepare foilhwath to sell it at the best' — 

‘Also they ha^e light haubeiks on' it is a strange display 
‘Whate’ci their amII and purpose be, they nothing show oi say’ ' 

950 1714 
Then said m wiatli sii Hagen bold, — that evei dauntless man! 

‘I see the mattei ! — ’tis 'gainst me a long concerted plan 

‘That they are brightly armed and bear their naked swoids in hand 

'They’ll not pi event my nding back to our good Burgund land 

951 1718 
‘What say you, Volcher' may I hope to be by you up-backed, 

‘Should I, through Chriemhild's doughty men, be fuiiously attacked? 
‘Now answer me in plainest words! — what I so much desire 

‘My services to you I pledge — should you the same lequu-e ’ 

952 1716 
‘Most certainly I’ll back you up!’ said the brave fiddloman, 

‘And were it Elzel and his host, that wildly on you ran — 

‘I’d fight so long as breath lemamed, and I my glave could clmch! 

‘Nor o’er thiough fear withhold my help — or from you budge an inch’ 

953 1717 

— ‘May God propitious prosper thee' — thou knight of matchless pow’i 
‘Stout Volcher fighting on my side — what can I wish foi more? 

‘ Assured of youi effective help, now pledged to me in words , 

‘Those knights, if they begin, shall feel the keenness of our swoids’ 

12 
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954 ms 
‘Had vre not better rise to greet‘>’— the minstrel-bero said, 

‘For she’s a queen who now comes on— although by anger led 
‘Such honour done unto her birth — and rank more lofh' still 
‘Is due of rightful courtesy*, — and gams the world’s good will’ 

955 I'lS 
‘Xo, as von lo\e me, Tolcher brave'’ — the vet’ran Hagen said 

‘ — ’Twonld cause each doughty knight, forsooth, to get into his head 
‘That I did so through cowardice, and frail attempt to run, 
firm resolve is, here to sit — rising to welcome none' 

956 1720 
‘That i\e remam upon this seat, appeareth good to me 

‘^Tiat’ shall then I with honours greet a deadh enemy ^ 

‘Xo — that Will Hagen never do, so long as he has life, 

‘I care not for Chriemhilda’s wrath — nor ire of Etzel's wife!’ 

957 * 1721 

The \ahant Hagen placed his sword across his stalwart thighs 

Upon the weighty weapon’s hiU — attractive to all eyes — 

Beamed forth a darzhng jasper-stone, as green as may-day grass 
Chnemhilda saw it, and could vouch iwas Siegfried’s, by the mass' 

95S 1722 

\\Ticn that the glav e she recognized, the blood rushed to her head 
Its handle was of purest gold, the scabbard enmson red 
—She thought upon her much loved lord — and tears gushed from her es 
I guesc, Sir Hagen put it there to spur her agonies 

959 1723 

Tlie rcadv ^o^chc^ drew his glave (which bight his ‘fiddle-bow’} 

Nearer unto the sctllc-bcncli, — ’iwas stout and long also 
ne''0inl)kd much a scimitar, full broad, and keen as knife 
‘'o sat the wamor=, — momcntlv expecting dcadlv slnfc 
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The heroes twain had conGdcnco of such a lofty kind, 

That neither of tlicin, fiom the scat, to iise-up felt inclined 

Foie Et/cl’s wife, howe’er august 1 — she now approached their feet, 

And AMlli much chilling haughtiness — she nodded hostile-greet 

9Gl X725 

Said she, 'how nou, sii Hagen bold! who may haA’o sent for thee? ^ 
‘That you so daringly have rode into our Hungano 
‘You can’t do otherwise than know, what you to mo have done, 

‘ — Had you possessed sound common sense — you liadnot hither come’ 

9G2 1726 

‘No one,' said Hagen pointedly, ‘no one did send for me’ 

‘Thice knights alone invited were to ride fiom Burgundic 
‘Those three knights are my masters biavc, and I then liegeman true 
‘WTicn courtly Msitings take place — I feudal service do ’ ' 

963 1727 

She said, ‘now, furthermore, inform why you did perpetiatc 
‘Such ill — that you deserve from mo an everlasting hale'i’ 

‘ — 'Twas you Who murdered Siegcfiied, my loved and honoured lord, 
‘Whom I shall to my dying-day bewail m thought' and word ’ 

96-1 1728 

— ‘What shall that ‘furthermoic’ avail? — we’ve had enough fiom you 
‘I — am the selfsame Hagen who your gallant Siegfiied slew — 

‘That valiant and accomplished knight! ^ — ceites, he dearly paid 
‘For what Chnemhild insultingly to fair Brunliilda saidl 

965 172D 

‘Nor -mil f hesitate to oum — most rich and potent queen' 

‘That I’m the only leading cause of all the woe that’s been 
‘Therefore revenge it as you like — by woman oTby knight, 

‘I were a liar did I say I’ve done you no despite ’> 

12 * 
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966 1730 
Then said he, ‘ knights f you all do hear that he confesseth it, 

Namely, that he has worked me woe'— what now it may befit 
‘For -jou to do— I dictate not ye are kmg Etzel’s men!’ 

— The loft'j and revengeful kmghts looked at each other then 

967 1731 

Had now the onslaught taken place, it had borne bloody hue! — 

In justice, one must give the twain the honour to them due 
They both had oftumes braved the storm of battle with effect' — 
Whate’er the boastful Hons would do — fear made them now neglect 

968 1732 

Then said one knight unto the rest, ‘why stare ye at me thus? 

‘What I before was pledged to do — is now too hazardous 
‘1 for no gifts and promises, will lose renown and life 
‘Comrades' we arc, forsore, misled by noble Etzel’s wife ’ 

969 1733 

Then said another doughty knight, ‘just so feel I mchned 
‘For gift of castles made of gold it were not to my mind 
‘To ha\c encounter with the knight they call the ‘fiddleman’' 

‘Because of that fierce eye of his, which did my stature scan 

970 1734 

tl also knew from early limes this potent Tronyian chief, 

‘And ha\c heard tidings of him since — most worthy of belief 
‘In two and twenty conflicts dire, the laliant knight I’ve seen — 

‘Full man^ a wife has long time moaned his balUe-deeds, I ween 

971 173S 

‘lie, and the gallant -^outh of Spain, when the^ were stopping here. 

Did iiiaiiN n deed of braic report, with broad-sw'ord and with spear, 

!n honour of our mighty king — and that on many da^s' 
llicreforc, injustice we must gi\c sir Hagen ^alour’s praise 
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972 

' In those limes was the knight a child — if valued by Ins years — 
‘That hau was of a brilliant brown, which now as grey appeals! 
‘The thoughllcss stiipling of past days, is now a stalwart man, 
‘Besides he cairics Balmung glare, which he so basely wan ’ 

973 

So ended that rc\engcful plan, — mvohnng none m strife , 

But bitter pangs of heart did feel the monai ch Etzel’s wife 
The Ilunnish hciocs all retired, feanng the fieice on-press 
Of that same fiddle-pla^nng knight they had good cause, I guess 

974 

Then said the knight of minstielsy, ‘without disguise we’ve seen 
‘That here arc deadly enemies, as we forewained have been 
‘ — I^ow will w'C to king Etzcl’s hall, Ghiicmhilda there to meet, 
‘That none may dare our so\ ’reign lords in hostile w'ay to greet’’ 

975 

OAlimcs, through undccidedness, arc eiils brought to bear, , 
Whereas if friend stands firm to friend — ills often disappeai 
Aic W'C of courage stout and bold — defence is nowise hard 
Full many a mischief falls to ground, by being on one’s guard ' 
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1737 


1738 


1739 



LEGEND XVII 


Showing how ihc Burgundians were recewed hy Chnemlitld and Etzel, and 
how Hagen and Volchcr stand sentoiels at the hall-door foi the protection 
of Gunthei, his lin and hiighfs 


976 1675 

Chricralulda, -willi attending tram, Trent spitefully away 
To where she found the iShblungers, and greeted the array 
With false delight — Gis’ler she kissed, and warmly pressed his hand 
Wlicn that sir Tronyio Hagen saw, he tightened helmet’s band 

977 1676 

‘After reception such as this,’ said Hagen scornfully — 

‘It doth bcho\e true JBurgund knights to act adwsedl^ 

‘For we ha\c seen she giccts the kings dnerse from then liegemen, 
‘Right sorrv' journey we ha\ e made to festal sports, I ken ’ 

978 1677 

Saul queen Chncmhild, ‘a welcome good to those whose visits charm' 
‘^o greetings emanate from me, abTgonc lo\o to warm, — 

‘Anw tell me what you’ve hither brought from Worms upon the Rhine, 
‘That better welcome "^ou recei\c, m this buigh-court of mine 

979 1678 
^Mint largesses arc tlio^c which tou (said Hagen questioning) 

'Claim lliat these knights from o cr the Rhine should with them hither bring? 
1 knew that tou were icn rich in treasures and in swa'^, 

And ihercfnre hi ought no pctl^ gift — to mar ■jour bright display'’ 
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980 


Said Chiicmhild, ‘on tliat weighty point, I must hear more fiom you, 
‘Wliero IS the hoard fiom Niblungen, winch you from me withdrew? 
‘Such was mine own by light of gift — and that you knew full well! 
‘Tho same you should liavo bi ought wth you, whatever else befel ’ 


1670 


981 


1680 


— ‘Giamcrcy ' — it is many a day”^ — most potent Hunnish queen! 
‘Since I the hoaid fiom Niblungen have either touched or seen 
‘My mastcis had it sunk beneath tho river Rhine, for aye, 

‘And theic it must icmain, foisooth, until the judgment day! 


982 


ICSi 


‘I bung you gifts the devil a bit!’ said Hagen with a stare, 

‘My buckler bioad has been enough for one like me to beai — 

‘Railing my tiusty coat-of-mail, and helmet iichly wi ought, 

‘And eke my matchless two edged sword, — therefore, I’ve nothing bi ought ’ 

983 1C80 

Then said the daughter of a king, unto the knighthood all, 

‘No aims or weapons may be worn within tho loyal hall! 

‘Thcrofoie, my woithy fi lends and knights, entrust theiA unto me'’^ 

‘Ry holy mass!’ sii Hagen said, ‘that must not, shall not be’ 


984 


1681 


‘I claim not fiora a piincess bom such condescending grace, 

‘That she with my bioad buckler should unto my quarters pace, 

‘Minus,' my other ^ear ofwai, — you aie a queen august’ 

‘My fathei taught me otheiwise — I aimouiois distrust’’ 

985 j ic8j 

‘Foisooth, it gives me inward pang,’ evclaimed the queen Chriemhild, 
‘That Hagen and my brotheis biave — do hesitate to yield 
‘Then aims to my safe custody, — do they deceit espy? 

‘Knew I the warning vailct base, — he should eie sunset die ’ 
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986 1686 

Wilh indignation then did speai. the noble Dieterich, 

• Twas I, who warned the Burgund kings of friendships deadly sick, 

•And Hagen too— the bravest chief that e’er left Buigundie 
‘Now, fiendish woman’ do thy threat — you daie not injure me’’ 

987 1687 
The queen fell w'oefully abashed, but still to wrath inclined 

— She had a penetrating fear of Dieterich s ihaster mind 

Not utlenng a single word — sbe^rashly left the knights, ^ 

Castmg upon her foes a glance — wilh’iing where’er it lights 

988 1742 
Then did Verona’s noble chief hold out his dauntless hand 

Unto sir Gunthei rich and bold — the king of Burgund land 
Irnfncd gave his to Gcrenot, that knight of high report’ 

And Bud gcr walked with Giselher — all went to EtzeVs couit 

989 1743 
» Iloweicr otheis paired and went unto the broad hall-door, 

Hagen and ^olcher comrades w'cre — they never parted more, 

United in the conflict dire — and loyal unto death — 

Then friendship brought to many a wife — wailmgs, and loss of breath 

990 1744 

Then followed, pair and pair, to court — the three kings’ brilliant train, 
Consisting of a thousand knights of martial might and mam, 

Morcoicr, si\ly chosen men, w'ho came along with them — 

TiicN were from Tron-\ie Hagen’s land — all versed m stratagem 

991 1746 
Now as Sir Gunther, king of Bhinc, was ent’iing palace-hall — 

‘'uch was made known to Etzcl’s ears, by buzz ’mongst one and all 
But when he saw him coming in — he sprang fiom scat of state. 

And ga\c such kindK wclcommg as seldom kings await 
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1747 


‘Wblcomc lo me, ray loyal friends, Gunlhei and GiselJiei, 

•And youi bra\o biotbei Gerenot, — whom r\e incited here, 

‘With giccTings and good serMces, fiora Woims across the Rhine, 
‘ — Also youi knights and yeomanry, I greet to realm of mine 


993 


1748 


‘And be ye welcomed with full heart, ye knights of high degiee, 
‘Sir Uagen bia\e and Volchci bold — the knight of minstrelsy, 
‘In my name and om lo^^ng queen’s — fair nilei of our land' 
‘Many a messenger was sent to y^ou, by her command ’ 


994 


174P 


Then said sir Ilagcn, Tionyic’s chief, ‘we thank youi couitesy' 

‘Sooth, if I had not come with kings to your nch Hungaiie, 

‘ So had I rode to honoui you, alone, unto this land ’ 

Thereon, the noble Etzcl ga^c to either knight his hand 

995 1730 

lie brought them to a stately scat — where eist himself had sat 
Then to legalc the guests w'eie brought (right cheering deed was that) 
McUicglin, moia, and bright wine, m man^ a goldeu bowl 
Ho w'elcomod all the strangei knights with honesty of soul 

' 996 i7oi 

Then said king Etzcl, with much grace, ‘I Uuly must confess 
‘That nothing on the face of earth does yield me happiness 
‘Moic full — than that you knights aie come into oui Hunganc 
‘For thereby is my consoit’s grief diminished wondrously 

997 i7j2 

‘It long hath been my maiveliuent — what cause Uiero well could be, 
‘That whilst so many noble guests haNe come to iisit me, 

‘Yomsches haie ne\ei felt disposed to ride into ni^ realms, 

‘Now that I sec -jou really here — true gladness o^eI■whelms 
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998 1753 

Then added Rudeger, the knight of very lofty mood 

‘Yon v-cll may prize these -visiters, for they are brave and good 

‘Our queen’s illustrious near akin, high honours will secure 1 

‘For they have brought unto your buigh some stately knights, forsure ’ 

999 1754 

’Twas on a bright solsticial day, ’twixt afternoon and eve, 

When they arnved at Etzel’s court — ’Us seldom, I believe, 

That guests got honour in like way from kmg, oi mighty lord, 

— The supper-meal w'as soon announced — with Elzel at the board 

1000 1755 

No host amidst his guests was e’er more joyous, I opine, — 

They sor\ ed abundant store of meat, and plenty of good wine ' 

All that the c\ e or tongue desired, had been produced with care 
Rare wondcis are reported of the Buigund’s sojouin there 

1001 1756 

The e\c had uell nigh spent itself — and night was veiy neai, 

Tlicn ’inongsi the weary tiavellcis did wishfulness appeal 
About their beds for they desired to take refreshing rest 
Ilagcn himself enquiry made — soon came the king’s behest 

1002 1757 

‘God bless to -jou the meal ue'\e hadl’ said Gunther to liis host 
'R c now desire to take oui lca>c — foi drowsy are the most 
‘And is’t Yoiir pleasure, sire, we will return at caily mom’ 

— The host dismissed his noble guests — soundly to sleep till dawn 

1003 i7jti 
I rom c\cr\ side much ciowding was, the Msiteis to see, — 

TIrii «:.iid 1)1 a\c \olchcr to the Huns, a little angiily — 

How dare ^ou to impede our way dl-bred uncourtcous folk' 

Dc'-Rt, or ^ou will quickly find rude ciowding is no joke 
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‘I’ll deal to one, nor ask who ’tis, with my steel fiddlebow, 

'So sliaip a chop, that has he bndc — she piesent grief will know 
‘Gnc place, I say! unto us knights, oi by the mass. I’ll strike' 

‘Yon are like us dubbed loiights, ’tis tine,— m all else most unlike' 


1005 


As thus the knight of minstrelsy m wialli blunt counsel gave, 
Chancing to cast his eyes aiound, he saw sn Hagen biave, 

AYho said, ‘Avhat Volchci counsels now, is wholly foi your gain 
‘Thercfoie, Onto youi quaiteis go,— ^ye men of Chriemhild’s tram 


1006 


‘Now, to attempt what you pieponse, Avill sniely bung you scoin 
‘If keen affair you want with us, choose lalhei eaily mom 
‘We now, fiom having jouinied much, desno lefieshing bed, ' 
‘You’ll not agen obtain such teiras — ye are, methinks, misled' 
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The quiltings weio of Airas make, bioad, light, and ver^’- waim. 
The testcis of blight Aiab silk — adding a lively charm — 

In divcis colours weie they wove no better could well be' 
AIoicovci, ample valances of gicatest brilliancy 


1009 


Theieto, was many a covcihd of eiraine snowy white, 

And some of daik biown sable-skins, to keep them warm at night, 
So that they rest and corafoit got, until the sun was high 
No piinces, and tliCir Uegemen tiuo, did evei bettei he' 
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I7S0 


17C1 


1702 


Anon, the gallant guests wei c shoAvn into a spacious hall, 

■Where was prepaied, in ample store — enough for one and all, 
Bedding, with downy featheis filled, on bedsteads long and wide* 
— Chiiemhilda wished them ev’iy woe — her wiath did not subside 


1703 


17G4 
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1010 . 1'65 

‘0 wail and •\^oeI this hostelry,’ said Giselher the young, 

‘And woe unto those loyal friends, who with us came along 
‘Howo^e^ pressing Clmemlnld’s bid, and honest Etzel’s greet' 

‘I feel alarm, lest through her spite — we early death do meet’ 

I 

1011 1766 

‘Dismiss "^our fear, my sov’reign loid'’ said Hagen the brave knight, 

‘For 1 will do the duty of a sentinel to night, 

‘And answer for your safe repose, until the coming morn 
‘So slumber ye de\oid of care — nor think yourselves foiloin’’ 

1012 1767 
A gentle bend, and cCrdial thanks, proceeded from the throng, ' 

Who confidently laid them dowm — it was not very long 

Before most knights w'ere sound asleep, through march they’d undergone, 

— Hagen himself w'lth rapidncss put his light armour on 

1013 1768 
Then said the knight of minstrelsy, Volchei, the brave and true, 

‘If ■jou wall not disdain my help. I’ll keep close w'alch with you, 

‘Until the twilight of the raCrn announce on-coming day’ 

Sii Hagen thanked the w'orlhy chief, and thus to him did say, 

1014 1769 
‘God piospcr thee my gallant friend — thou knight beyond compare' 

1 wish for no one m the world, my jeopardies to share, 

‘More than thyself, if e\er I of comiadc should ha\e need 

‘Th\ kindness I’ll rcpa-^ in kind — or death must come w'llh speed ’ 

1015 1770 

''oon clad were Ihc^ in armour blight, such as they could command, 

And each one look, with stealthiness, his trusty shield in hand 
Tlio\ went from out the hall, and stood before the palace-door, 
guards unto the guests within — friendship could not do moie 
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1016 ,,, 
The active Volcher placed his shield oafside the spacious hall 
Intent on doing soniethmg else till danger might befall 
lie then went back to ^here he found the viol that delights. 

On which he played soft melodies, to lull o’erweaiied kmghts 

1017 j;. 

He sat upon a juttmg stone that was beneath the door 
Such an adept in viol-play was nOAer seen befoie, 

When the saa cet tones that he brought fortli were heard by waking Avights, 
Those homeless heroes Volcher thanked, for working such delights 

lOia 1773 

The music of his nol-strings resounded far and near, — ' 

His strength and his dexterity, of equal force appear 
Sweeter and sweeter grew the tones smee he to play began, 

Thereby, he lulled, to slumber sound, full many a enreworn man 

1019 1774 
When Volcher found that all slept fast, from viol’s magic charm 

Then fetched he straight his shield again, and braced it on his arm, 
Takmg his station, once for all, beside the palacc-door. 

To guard the guests from foul attack of Ghriemhild s bold threescore 

1020 17-5 

About the middle of the might— it earher might have been, 

Su Volcher saw some burnished helms at distance from them sheen 
Through the thick gloom of stilly night,— twas those m Chnemhild s pay 
Low nng to work upon the guests some mischief ere tAvas day 

lOiL 1-70 

Then said the knight of minstrelsy, ‘fiaend Hagen hst to me' 

‘Our anxious watch to night partakes methmks of errantry’ 

‘La e glimpses had of folk, who stand before yon palace wide 
‘So far as I can judge, they plan on us an ill betide" 
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1022 

‘Ilush! hush!’ said Tronyie Hagen brave — ‘we’ll e’en await them here, 

‘ So that their helm-crests, when they.come, and still are unaware, 

‘May be by us sheer split and hacked, as they mount up the steps 
'Sore vtounded, shall go back again Ghiiemhdda’s nightradepts ’ 

1023 1778 

One of the doughty Hunnish knights, who cautiously did find 

The door safe-guarded by two knights— spake thus his fearful mmd, 

‘The purpose that we have in view, must founder, I foretel, 

‘For I’lc discovered at the door — Yolcher as sentinel. 
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1779 


‘■YHio on his head a helmet wears that shmeth like a star, 

‘And seems braced up as if he thought of waging deadly war 
‘Morco’er, his hauberk’s rings flash sparks as though it were afire 
‘Beside him Hagen stands, to guard the guests; with deadly mel’ 

1025 1780 
On his report they hurried back — when that sir Yolcher saw. 

He said, ‘ those valiant Hunnish knights do sadly hang the jaw, 

‘If you’ll consent, I’ll after them — they are m Chriemhild’s pay — 

‘And ask what pressing news they bring — by mght, instead of day?’ 

1026 1781 
‘No, as you lo\c me, Yolcher brave 1’ — the valiant Hagen said 

‘If you lca\c guard to go to them — those knights may take m head 
To kill Midi oicrpoMcnng force on you, when from the hall 
‘And mIuIsI I aid your dauntlessncss — our friends get murdered all 


1027 


‘ I or, hai mg got us both employed m such unequal fight, 

‘ Tmcpc possible some three or foui, amidst the gloom of night, 
riilor the slccping-hnll, and cause a Mmeful slaughlermcnt 
Ljion our Mtary friends Mithin, Minch m'c should long repent ’ 


17 82 
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Then spake sir Yolchcr, with moie ihonght, ‘well then! we’ll be content 
That they shall knOA\ anc’vo seen them hcio, and fathom their intent, 
‘So, <Iaic not Chiicnihild's maitial tram the glaiing fact deny, 

‘That the) ha\o pniposed, ’gainst her guests, a ruthless treachery’-!’ 


Thereon, did Volcher, ith loud voice, shout to the Huns, now flown, 
'Wh^ go -jou all so fully aimed, ye knights to me well known? 

•If ^o aie bent on murd’rous way, bold liegeman of Chriemhild, 

‘I prithee, take with -jou us t\\o, we each beai sword and shield ' • 

1030 1785 
lie got no ansvci from the Huns, — light wathful was his mood. 

‘Fie on -jou, dastard, cra\cn crew'’ — so said the wariior good, 

‘You planned to murder men asleep, and sneaking sought the hall 
‘By such foul ^^ay, heioic men woie seldom known to fall!’ 

1031 1786 
Anon, the queen received report with each particular 

Of the defeated night-attack full pangfni ’tuas to her 
— She quickly changed her mode of plot— light vaathful was her mind 
That cost the life of many a knight, as we, erelong, shall find 


1787 

Saul Volcher, the brave fiddkmau, — ‘my armovVs chtlly groren ' 

‘ HfcdmiL'i, the mght ts fliltnig: fast, tf sechs aiiofhei zone 1 

‘ The frcslifias of the an fo) diodes the neat on-coming day ' 

— Theij then atvahed some Burgund hmghts, who still ensliimbei ed Ipy 


1788 

Soon came the beams of rising sun into the stranger's hall. 

Then did sn Hagen boldhj i oiisb the hei oes one and all. 

Ashing, who'd go to caily mass, the holy chant to sicelP 
— Conformably to Christ lan-i ites was hoard the matin-bell 
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1S06 

The chtrcJily service being o'er, they all prepared to ride, — 

Then saw one many a Eunnish man his gallant steed bestride 
lYilh fair Chnemkilda went the maids pertaining to her court 
Seven thousand tahant Inighfs did form the Eunnish queen's escort 

ISOT 

Chriemhild, and her attendant dames, within the window sat. 

Beside the potent Ling ofEuns — right pleased was he thereat. 

They had gone there to see the Lnights their tourney-feats display 
Eclla^ what hosts of friends and guests rode gallantly that day 

ISll 

Unto the royal tournament — of Dietrichs horsemen, came 
Six-hundred brace and active Imights, as e'er gained martial fame. 

They longed to have a jousting bout with those of Burgundie, 

But Dietrich disinclined to show off sLill or rivalry 


1SI3 

Soon as Verona s men had left the ample castle-court. 

The lnights of Budeger rode up, in gay and friendly sort, — 

Five hundred well bossed shields they bore they formed before the hall 
— The count had been more inly pleased, had they not came at all 


isn 

Then rode the margrave Budeger to where Jus brave men were, 

Ind to then said in hindly tone — mahtng each one aware 

King Gunthers Imights are very wrath, and in most sullen mood 

— That you refrain from tilting bouts, I find both right and good 

11 hni thn<c brave men who had declined with Bud gcr rode away 
Cant on (he band from Thuringen — so doth the legend say 
1 't ihofc of world c Dancmarl a thousand men and more ’ 

One ^nw bi^ccd shields, by lances pierced up to the welkin soar 



193 


1516 

Inifnf and Eawaif rode dncct tnfo the ample lists 
IVith noble hearing, those gf lihvie saw then antagonists. 

And mami a joust was hiavehj made with those of Thiinngen, 

So that good shields weiepieiced and split by tin lists of Bingiind men 

1517 

Prinec Bloedel, with tlnee thousand men, now lode into the eoiirt 
The eyes of Efzel and Chriemhild dwelt on then hi are eomport. 

For tlieii went tin ongh then jousting bouts in most clnvalt ic way. 

The queen's applause was meant to vex the Bin guild's hold an ay 

) 

ISIS 

Schlufaw and Gibehie now joined the gallant toui nameiit, 

Ehe Hoinbogic, and Bamung brave, displayed Bun management 
They halted 'foie the Burgund hinghts, then Bhenish shill to pi oof ’ 

— Then saw one brohen shafts fly o'ci the huge hall's lofty loof 

^ 183C 

, Some time elapsed bcfoie the guests wcic called to festal hoard, 

Foi Cln lemhild’s wihiicss as yet had not each means explored 
Said she to pi nicely Dietci ich, ‘I much do want fiom thee, < 

‘Keen counsel, help, and great agiace, foi things go cross with me' 

ISIS) 

Said Dietci ich, with fiaiihness pine, and vi his noble way, 

‘ Desist fi oiii all i cvengeful plans, and chei ish peace, I pi ay ' 

‘Youi valued fiietids and neai ahni, noi valiant Bui guild hinghi, 

‘Did novel wiong oi injuie me — then whcicforc with them flight'^ 

1 S 10 

Ylien that she found Vei ona's chief eschewed what she did crave 
She pi oituscd to sit Blosdclinc, hnig Etzcl s bi other hi arc 
A far-cxteudiiig,mai gi aiate — winch had been Kudung’s lot, 

— Ecreaftci, Danlwai t slew that prince — so he the gift forgot ' 

13 
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1841 

Said she, Hhou shalt dfford me help, iJiou brave lord Blosdehne! 

‘For Iruhj, in this palace are vouched enemies of mine, 

Such as did bring mij Siegefried imlo mtmehj end ' 

‘ Whoever furthers mg revenge — shall be my worshipped friend I’ 

1842 

Sir Bhxdcl answered this the queen, ‘now be it known to you, 

‘ That ’gainst the guests, with EtzeVs will, I maifnb wrath pursue, 

'For he docs purpose much of joy unto your Km and friends! 

‘ JIc ne'er would pardon, should I dare to perpetrate your ends ' 

I8i3 

— ‘Refuse me not! sir Bloedeline, — be thou my champion bold, 

‘And / will give to thee great stone of stiver, and of gold 
Morco'er, a dame of beauty rare, — crcwhxle, sir Nudung's wife, 

II hoin thou, by gentle kindnesses, canst make thine own for life 

1844 

‘ Besides, to thee I give such lands as to the burghs belong 
‘ — Thou mayst, sir knight, live sumptuously, and years of love prolong. 

If thou dost earn the margravatc which Nmlting held in fee, 

‘ The pi onuses / now have made, shall be performed by me ’ 


1845 

II hen Uiinnish Bladcl was aware of what the bribe icould be. 

And that the dame, on bcaulifs score, deserved much chivalry, 
lie thought he could, by daring deed, obtain flic splendid wife 
— It was hts woc-bcfall to lose in that attempt his life 

1848 

Said he unto the beauteous quccitj ‘now, go you to the hall! ^ 

I irr the guests can be apprised, will kindle up a brawl 

The slaughtering Hagen now must reap the harvest of Jns plans , 

htnij Oiinihcr 8 liegeman I will place as captive in your hands ’ 
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ISil 

Now arm, mtj vicji<' said Blmdchuc, ‘all yoit who arc wilh me ' 

' Wc'll storm oui cnctmcs, wlnlst ycl they tn ihcu qiiarlos he 
King Elzcl s wtfc will hare it so f—-ihcicforc, it must be done. 

Twill he hold worh, and doth icqnire valoin fiom cccitf one ’ 

18-48 

]Vlicn Clincmhild found that Blccdcline took hindlily the hait 
She to the fc'tial hoai d did go (to cause some fici ce debate) 

With Elzcl, Kinq of Ilnnqai ic, and his most couitly chiefs 

She had conspired against her guests o'erwhelming woes and gnefs 


1849 

Chi icnthild found herself at fault, a ptesenf coil to latse, 

(She ever bore tn wrath fid mind her foimei vijtiiies) 

She ordered to the hanqnct-hall, ling Elzcl v son, with speed 
— Nerer did woman's spile dictate so ci iminal a deed 


1830 

Font of king Etzel's wailing loids, pwsnant of behest 
rorlliwith did fetch young Orfeheb — the little loijal guest , — 

And placed Inin at the pi inccs’ boaid, wheie Eagen sat sedate 
Poor child f thy death was premalnic, through woman s vengeful hate 


1851 

11 hen that the potent king observed his daihng son appioacli, 

Ee thus, iiiilo his wifcs akin did friendly converse broach, 

‘Behold, right woi thy ft tends ftoiii Bhine, oiir dear and only boy ’ 

‘The sight of him, mcllnnks, should bring to all your heaits much joy 


1852 

‘If he continue thus to giow — hell be a comely knight 
‘ Of noble and capacious mind, valoni^ and body s-might 
‘ Lire I few ycais, to him I will, twelve kingdoms rich, concede 
‘ Then will young Orflicb have the powei to aid vi time of need' 

13 * 
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1853 

Now do I sitpplicafc of you — right royal ft tends of mute ' 

That when you ate disposed to ride again unto the Rhine, 

You talc with you youi sister's child, that he tmpi ove hts mind, 

And be ye, foicatds my loyal boy, coiistdciaic and hiiidr 



L E G E ]N' D XYIII 


Shoinnq hoir Ltzrl ’f htollici Bla'dd t<s LiUed hjDanhcmt, and how Ins 
htmihh ait repulsed hi/ ihc ycomanuj EtzeVs hnights adcance on the nn- 
aiincd ycomanni, and slaij nine ihonsand DanhwaiTs heroic acts 


1032 1S3. 
Tlic I>,ni£;lils of Blccdcl (Etzcl’s km) \^Cle armed and icady all, 

■\Vcaiing a tliou<;and hauberks good ' — they reached the lengthy hall, 

M here 13ank\\art and the ^ coinanrj' were sealed at the board 
Between those heroes soon look place a dieadful mis-accoid 

1033 IBS') 
to the table Blcedel went — apparently aggr]c^ed — 

He was b\ Dnnkwart, Elzcl’s kin, most couifeonsly recened 
‘Right welcome to this hall of ours' — august sir Blccdeline 
‘I mai\ol at your coming here — what cause may -jou assign‘d’ 

1034 1S60 
‘Oh, greet me not m kindly way!’ the heio Blcedel said, 

‘For I am come to mimbei ^ou amongst the waniois dead 
‘Because of wronged su Siegfiied, whom your biothei Hagen slew , 

‘That, "jou must answer for to me, — and othei heioes too ’ 

1035 IS Cl 
‘Now' hea\cn forefend' sii Blcedel biaic,’ the marshal Dankwart said, 

t 

‘Oi we must guexously repent of being hithei led, 

‘ Childe Dankwart young and beardless was,^w'hen Siegfried lost his life 
‘I mar\el much what bungs on me the grudge of Etzel’s wife?’ 
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10J2 


Tlio'^c ^^llO no swortls Iind at command, bioko stools foi weaponry, 
Ollieis made l)rands of trcsscl-Icgs, and dashed to the affray 
Hie Bnrgimd hciocs bra\cly shewed that they weio not dismayed 
Of inan^ a form, and scltlc-bcnch, huge cudgels soon weio made 


18C8 


1043 


1889 


lIoNN caliantl) the homeless ones did light, may well he seen 

The^ (|tnckl\ dioNe from out the house the well armed knights, I ween 

Al)0\c fl\e hundied Iluns within the ample hall lay dead, 

And DankN\ art’s men, with Ilunnish blood, weie wet and ciimson red 

10 14 jsTo 

The ^^oeful news ^\llh speed did fly (pievention was in vam) 

Unto king El^cl’s potent kniglits — it gave them wondrous pain 
To heai tlmt BIccdcl and his men wcic wclt’ring in then gore 
Thiough deed of Hagen’s km and men, — that angeied them the moie 

lOI^ 1871 

Bcfoic the ncN\s i cached Et/cl’s cais — the armed Huns had mci eased 
To a most ovci whelming foicc — two thousand knights at least 
Thc^ rushed upon the yeomanry, who thought the business done, 

And, of those ^allant Bui guild tioops, they slaughtered evezy one 


1046 


1872 


Those Ilunnish knights had bi ought to hall a force of competence 
The homeless ones, with hiaveiy, did make a bold defence 
But all I what helped their unai mod sti ength? they all wei e doomed to die 
— Eiclong, proceeding fiom that deed — was direful butchery' 

1047 1873 

Now, will I wondciments i elate, if you give kindly eai 
Nine thousand Buigund yoomamy lay dead — as doth appear , 

Besides twelve active Tronyian knights, sir Dankwart’s liegemen tiuo 
One saw him stand alone m fight, amidst the Hunnish crew 
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' 1048 1874 

The cncs and shouts of conflict dire no longer filled the hall,— 

When Dankewarl, the bold and strong, rolling his eyes o’er all, 

Cried out, ‘Alas, my counti^men' — hke heroes, ye have died 
‘And I now stand amid the foe— beset on every side!’ 

1049 1875 
Rapid and heav^ fell their blows upon the single knight, 

Main a Ilunnish wife did mourn her loss through Dankwart’s might. 

He raised his shield abo^o his head — and slaughter dealt beneath 
The Ilunnish hauberks spouted blood— the knights fell, gnashmg teeth 

1050 1876 

' \lasl this bootless, bloody fia-^,’ said Adrian’s noble child — 

‘ Ginc room, c Hunnish knights, that I may leave this slaughter wild, 
‘And m'^ fight-wcaiy^ body cool, without, m open air’ 

Thereon, he cut himself a path unto the outer stair 

1051 

As down the steps he made his way — stout blows did overwhelm. 

One he.ird them, as they rapid fell, by clashings on bs helm 
Tho‘:o from without, who had not seen the prowess of his hand. 

Sprang to attack, with furious force, the knight of Buigund land 

1052 

■Now would to God!’ saidDankwart bia^e, ‘some messenger were 
‘To take unto m-^ brother bold, report of what haps here — 

‘That 1 m beset bv new-come knights, when faint and out of breath 
'IlcM help me from this foul affray — or fighting meet his death ’ 

1053 

Till n ‘.aid the linns, ‘a ourself must be the only messenger — 

\iul that when dead we bear ■\ou to sir Uagen, without bier, 

Therchv, will (iiinther s chief liegeman eke know that wc ha^c w'on! 
llinii h I'.l With smolc sword, sii knight, our king much damage done’ 


1877 


1878 

near, 
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1880 

Dankwait replied, ‘your Ibieat’nings cease, and give me open way, 

‘ Or Uunnisb blood will ilow again, to drencb your bright array 
‘By heavens! I’ll bear the news myself unto king Etzel’s court, 

‘And tell my bids, by what base means you’ve so much evil wi ought.’ 

1055 j 8 g I 
Ris dauntlessness so oveiawed the men In Etzel’s pay. 

That they no heart had to renew with swoid the dire affray. 

But hurled then javelins manifold — which pieicing his bioad shield, 

Uo cast it off Its weight had grown too cumbeisome to -^leld 

1056 1882 
Then hoped they to o’eicome the chief, because his shield was gone, 

But with his glave he cleft the helms that o’er then bucklers shone 
Upon his path fell many a knight, of com age and of name, 

Thus was mci eased the val’ious sum of noble Dankwart’s fame 

1057 1883 
On both sides and aback of him the aident foemen raced 

But numbers found, unto their cost, that they’d made too much haste 
He rushed befoie the follovnng foe like wildboar of the wood 
Pursued by dogs — he nobly fought, and all attacks withstood 


1058 


1884 


The path he hewed was all the way welted by foemen’s gore 
No single knight, metliinks, e’er did m batlle-conOict more. 

Than did sii Dankwart ’gainst the foe — as stands in legends all 
Sir Hagen’s biothei gloiiously dashed into Etzel’s hall 

1059 IS S3 

The sew CIS and diawcrs heard the clank and clash of hostile brands, 
And divers, through amazement, chopped the tankaids from their hands 
Orjample dishes of baked meats — which they to hall would bung 
— Upon the ^ery stairs he found a hostile welcoming' 
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1060 1886 

.-Wlial' — be repulsed b\ gallant sewers?’ the iseary Dankwart said 
‘Tour business is to -nelcome guests — and see that they’re well fed, 
‘IlaMng the banquet-boards well decked with viands and with wine 
'Make room, I sa^ ' that ne^s I bring unto the kings of Rhme ’ 

1061 ISB-r 

Who now opposed his going up the lofty granite stairs, 

Got slashes of no tn\ial sort, w'hilst they w'ere unawares 

Which daunted them, and others so, that all were fain to scout 

— Thus, through much strength and gallantiw' — wonders were brought abouL 

1062 1688 
W hen now the hero Dankwart stood wnthin the portal wide, 

lie bade the semng-men and sewers, fall back on either side, 

Whilst from his armour dripped apace the foemen’s crimson gore 
Ihs onl\ weapon — two edged sword, which m his hand he bore 

1063 1880 
He then, with lush ^ 0 lcc, addressed the knight who sat afar 

‘Mn brother Hagen sits too long where cates and quiet are 
‘To ^ou, and to our God abo\e, I plaint m;j tale of pain — 

‘W\ knights, and all our -veomamy, haic been at quarters slain’ 

1064 1890 

The knight replied, in accents fierce, ‘who has that slaughter done?’ — 
— ‘That did sir liiccdel and bis Huns — thc\’ic murdered eAerw one 
‘bill he paid dcarK for the deed, and was the first who sunk 
With tninc own hand I lopped Ins head from off its kindred trunk 

1065 J091 
Tint damaec i= of small account, — said Hagen, haughtih 

‘I or one c in >-31 he honoured was b\ hero s hand to die’ 

I .nr d mu = and daiiiccls much lament o cr chiefs in onslauuht slain 
He fnlliru, h\ a marshals hand will cause them little pain' 
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Then said he, ‘Dankwart, brothei dear! — do you yon dooi defend 
‘Nor suffer Hun to pass there through— whethei pledged foe, or fiiend 
‘Meanwhile, I’ll square accounts wath these, and balance sigh with sigh 
‘ — Our yeomamy, without a ciime— unarmed, were doomed to die ’ 

1067 1895 
‘Since chambci -keeper I am named,’ said noble Dankewait, 

‘(As ’tis to kings, methinks, I may with honour take the part) 

‘Theicforc, will I defend the stairs, in bravest way I can ’ 

Nouglit could have ^ cved Chi icmhilda’s knights more than that valiant plan 

1068 1896 
‘Now haic I mighty wish to know,' rejoined sir Hagen keen, 

‘"What Hunnish knights, m Hunnish ears, so mutteringly Mmuld screen, 
'They probably arc not well pleased with him who guaids the door, 

'And brought the woeful tidings here, our Burgund heaits to score 

1069 1897 
‘Long time it hath been told to mo, that Cliriemhild harbours ire, 

‘And that her old heartache requires a di aught of vengeance dire 
‘ — So will vie drink ‘affections strong’ at cost of royal wine! 

‘ — First, shall the little Hunnish piince his portion not declme ’ ^ 

1070 1898 

He slow young Oitlieb, Etzel’s son — who then beside him stood — 

His sword and hand wei e much bestamed by youthful prince’s blood 
The slash was fierce — and sent the head into bis mother’s lap, 

Thereon, amongst the knights, ensued a woe-begone mishap 

1071 1899 

Then Hagen slew the learned olerk who taught the prince to lead, 

The Tron-jme chief of matchless strength with one blow did the deed, 

— Ho severed fiom the trunk his head, which rolled beneath the board 
— For his instructive lessons, sure, it was a sad lew^ardl 
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1072 

Before llic board, \Alicrc Elzel sat, he saw a imn^trel-mae 
On whom, with oAerwhobnmg WTalh, the Tronvan hero n\n 
CuUmg hi« nistnuncnl in two — and with U hib> right hand 
‘Take that —said Hagen, ‘as full pay for trip to Burgund land' 

1073 I "01 
' Ma*:’ ni\ hand nu precious hand’ cried Wcrhel minstrel tnic 

‘Sir TroiiMC Hagen di ended chief’ what liaAC I done to you'’’ 

‘I came on troth and lo-valtv, into \oui master s land 

‘How shall I more rai^e pleasing sounds^ I \ c lost my precious hand’ ' 

1074 iso'i 
\ olchcr, the keen and rcad\ knight up^pnmg from lestal hoard 

\iul soon hi« iron luldlc-bow o'er all, was clashing heard 
Mo"t dismal notes aw vailed on the ‘fiddle-how by name’ 

Holla’ what hosts of \aliant Huns his enemies became 

lOTa 1Q04 

Eke, the throe Burgimd kings sprvang up, vind left the hanquel-hoard 
Thc\ hoped to niiiig.ate the strife — ere grCvaiei loss occurred 
But all that ihoa could sav or do, in nowise could assuage 
Sir Hagen’s wrath now furious grown — or Volchcrs deadly lage 

107G lopi 

\\hcu to the Burgund king tWvis clear, that coiidicl mus.1 proceed, 

He drew In'? s>word and dealt out wounds which copiom-h did bleed 
Through the bright hauherk-^ of the foe — of deepest crimson d\e 
He wa'- a read\ kiiighl at arms, and fought most gvallmtK 

1 I « 1 " 0 1 

\nd Gemot aUo joined the ^lIIfo — Gornot the stroiur and hold 
He dew nmona-t the Hunmdi folk hr.a\c Wvarriois« manifold 
^\ uh tin! keen ''Word whieli he rocoued fiom Budoaor the hrvWC 
B\ it were dl^o^^ lliinni''li knights- dc'palchod to carK crvi\c’ 
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1078 


Queen Utic’s youngest son did now rush to the sangume figlit 
His 'neapon gloiiously did cut tluougli many a lielmet bright 
Of Etzel’s boldest ^^a^llng kniglus, the piide of Hungariel 
Young Gisler’s arm did wonders sho^^ at that day’s butchery 


1079 


^owe^er bra\e the lulers were, and bold each vassal knight, 
One ever saw sir Gtselher (ho foicmost m (he fight, 

’Gainst (he strong foe he was indeed comageous, stout and good 
He huriied diveis, with good will, to welter m (hen blood 


lOSO 


1907 


1908 


1900 


Eke Etzel’s hegemon bravely slio'se to oveipower the foe — 

One saw the guests m the assault go fighting to and fro, 

Then red gla^cs thieat’mng picsent death m Etzel’s royal hall 
— On e\oiy side one heard the sound of plaint and woe-befall 

1081 1910 

Now would the Huns who weie without, get to theu* friends within. 

But to their cost found on (he stairs uo/Nantage could they win 
Then would (he Huns wlio were inside, get outside of (he door 
But Dankwart let none up oi down, although they uiged him sore 

1082 mil 

Therefore, there w'as much sanguine work, the palace-door around 
Of broad-swords clashing on bright helms (here was a deafnmg sound 
Daukwait himself was .much oppressed, and felt in e\il sort. 

When that his biothei Hagen saw, he sent him brave support 


1083 


loi; 


To Volcher bold, sir Hagen called — which made the hall lesound 
'Comrade, behold’ how those same Huns my brothci do surround, 
‘O’ciw'hclming him with hca\y blows— urged on by deadly spite 
‘Klakc haste to aid him, oi forsure, we lose that dauntless knight ' 
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10S4 1913 

The man of minslrelsj replied, ‘that will I do and more’’ 

Thereon, wiih direful energy, he fought his wra^ to door 

His stout sword oft was heard to nng, through prowess of his hand, 

— He tlianks receded from aU the knights of vme-clad Rhemsh land 

loss 1914 

Then said sir Yolcher, the brave knight, unto sm Dankewrart 
‘lou’\e had a da"^ almost too hot for hero’s hand and heart' 

Your brother ’twas who sent me here, to aid you in the dm 
‘If vou will take the watch without — I’ll stand on guard within ’ 

1056 1915 

Dankwarl then boldly took his place bei ond the palace-floor. 

And droie all down the steps again, who would approach the door 
— One heard the weapon ofltimcs sound — the which he bore m hand 
And so did his who watched within — Yolcher’s of Burgund-land, 

1057 1916 

The minstrel knight now shouted out, o’er heads of foemen there, 

‘The hall IS permanently closed — so, Hagen, banish care' 

‘King Et/cls door is faster made bN Burgund heroes twain, 

‘Than if a thou'iand bolts were shot to make all entr^ vain'’ 
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Showwg how margrave Ii mg, at the mshgaiion of queen Chriemhlda, 
challenges Hagen to single combat, and is slam 

V 

1088 1957 

‘Right well were it,’ su Hagen said, ‘and pleasing to the folk, 

‘If rulcis were to use the sword — eie common men struck stroke, 

'As now have done the worthy kings of Rhenish Burgundie, — 

‘They helmets split, and hauberks cut, whence blood flows copiously’ 

1089 1958 

King Etzel was no craven knight — so grasped he shield of strife 
When that Chriemhilda saw, she cued, ‘be chary of your life I 
‘And promise to your gallant men heaped shields of ruddy gold, 

‘Should Hagen chance to cross your path — your passing-bell hath tolled!’ 

1090 1959 

The courage of the king of Huns would urge him to the fight 
A ciicumstanco that seldom haps with monaichs of much might 
His fiiends and courtieis held him back by strappings of his shield 
When that sir Hagen saw, he ’gan the weapon sconi to wield 

1091 ‘ 19 CO 

‘The kinship vei’y distant is,’ said Hagen, pointedly, 

‘’Twi\t valiant Siegefned of Rhine, and you of Hungauel 

‘Both wooed Chiicmhildl — but he, forsme, knew hei ere seen by thee 

‘Can Etzel for such kindiedship — of right, take part ’gainst me?’ 
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1092 

Chncmliilda heard \Mlh much alarm, what Tronyie Hagen said 

[( caused her great discjuietude, m heart as well as head, 

To think that Clzcl s chiefs should hear his liberty of tongue 
Against the guests, more fierce than ere — she bolder plan begun 

1093 

Said she, ‘the knight, whoe’er he be, that Tronpe Hagen slays, 

And at my feel the hated head, with gallant homage, lays. 

Shall at m^ hands rccei\e bright gold u^i-piled in Etzel’s shield, 
Besides m fee strong burghs and lands, with many n fruitful field 

1094 

‘bow,' — said sir Yolcher to the Huns, ‘wdiat makes you hesitate? 

'I nc\cr saw 'mongst champions yet such dastardl'^ debate, 

‘AMicn great and worthy largesses arc held up as rewaid 
‘ Mclhinks, such doughty knights can ne’er be worth a king’s regart 

1095 

Tlicn loudly said sir Inng^bold — a count of Dencmark, 

‘Long tunc nii mind on glorious deeds has set its seal and mark 
‘In battle I am not unknown, for feat of highest might' 

‘So bring forthwith, m^ ainiourgood — 111 with sm Hagen fight'’ 

1096 

‘Tliat will I counsel otherwise,’ said Ilagcn, with agrace 

‘If rt/ol s liegemen stand fai back — and ours gne amplo space, 

‘Then nia\ a leach of Huns adiancc to middle of the ball, 

‘ Vnd 1 will cpccd them, bleeding, down the winding steps, withal’’ 

1097 

iuicli ''pccch will not deter mi will,’ said Iring, in reply 
1 licit loforc hnic fought cuch odds — and now again will tr\ 

Widi single vword 1 feel inclined to meet the potent knight 
‘'iich bngging ill becomes the man who wages dcadK figlill 


1961 


1962 


1963 


1063 


1906 


1967 
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1098 


Thcieon, count lung clad himself in armour bright and good 
And Irnfued bold, of Thuiingen — a chief of highest blood, — 

Eke Ilawai t brave, who could commJmd a thousand knights and more 
They Iring backed, and ready were to aid on any score 


10C8 


1099 


1069 


With wonder saw the minslrel-knight great numbers now advance 
With margrave Iringen, the Dane, — all armed for circumstance 
The daz/hng helms which they had on were braced already tight 
Brave Yolcher was right wrathful grown, at such unwonted sight 


1100 


1070 


‘Dost sec, sir Ilagcn, dauntless friend! stout margrave Inng there? 
‘Him, who so boastfully with you would single combat dare? 

‘Is’t not a shame that knights should he? — such baseness I deplore 
‘Yonder he stands ’midst well armed men — a thousand, if not more’’ 


1101 


1D72 


Most earnestly sir Inng begged his friends and liegemen true. 
That they would let him Hagen meet — alone — in open view 
Reluctant were they to concur, for unto them was known 
The prowess of the Ti;onyian chief, whom he would brave alone 


1102 


1073 


He supplicated them so long — thatjhey at last agreed 
For that his friends and kindred saw he bent was on the deed. 
And that he burnt for glorious name) — they therefore let him go 
Full soon begOn a conflict fierce, ’twixt him and Chnemhild’s foe 


1103 


107 1 


Young margrave Inng raised aloft his well poised javelin, — 
Cov’nng his body.with the shield, (so did the strife begin) — 
He ran at Hagen, who was near the middle of the hall 
Thereon, a jubilating shout arose from one and all 


14 
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1104 19-5 
Tlicy threw their jav’lins wath such force, and well directed aim, 

That each pierced thro’ the other’s shield, as would tliey hearts blood claim. 
Their jai’lin shafts snapped short, and flew with whizzing ’gainst thereof. 
Then drew the dauntless comhalants their broad swords for behoof 

1105 , 1976 

Ilagcn, relying on himself — did onslaught fierce abide 

Although sir Iring s heavy blows resounded far and wide. 

So that sharp echoes were returned from palace, and from tow’rs, 

Yet could ho not his will effect by stretch of all his powers 

1106 1977 

The margrave, therefore, Hagen left unwounded and unscathed. 

And fell upon the minstrel knight, with hope much better faithedl 
He thought his weighty blows would bring the active Yolcher down 
But he knew how to ward them off with valour and renown 

1107 

Thereon, the fiddlcman began to play so rough a tune, 

Tliat all the gems m Iring’s shield began to ngadoon 
Him, too, ho left — for he found out, he was too skilled a man 
So, rMth increase of shame and rage, he at bng Gunther ran 

1108 

But he too pro\ cd so keen a match, in craft as well as strength. 

That Iring’s furious attack merged into one of length,— 

\n{l neither from the other drew one drop of crimson blood 
1 hat happed because their armour was so very strong and good 

1109 

Tlien left lie Gunther, king oflllunc — and charged sir Gerenot, 

M ikiim his huriushcd coat-of-m.iil as were it sparkling hot. 

Winch enraged the Biirgiind king— sir Gerenot the brave! 

1 li It Iniig stout, of Dcncniark, from him near found his grave 


1078 


1979 
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1081 

Thereon, he left the piineely chiefs— for quick of foot was he,— 

And fell upon four Bingund knights, whom he slew mortally 

They weic four couitly knights fiom Worms, and on the kings did wait 

Thereat, was Gisclhcr emaged, and would revenge them straight 


nil 


1082 


‘Now, by the Lord* su lung stout,’ said Giselher the childe, 

‘You must make rctiibulion for the men, whom you with wild 
‘Ungovoinablc wiath have slam,’ — ho then on Iring ran. 

And smote the Danish hero so, that ho to reel ’began, 

1983 

And slupor-Slagg’rmg from the blows, ho fell m Burgund blood. 

So that all thought of cci tainty, the Danish chieftain good 
Would novel wield a swoi d again, in battle or in fight 
— Y'ct lay he there ’fore Gisclhcr — a stunned, but woundless knight 


1113 


198 I 


From weighty blows upon his helm, and clashing clank of swoi d. 

Ho lay a stunned and senseless man — gone were each thought and word* 
Ho was unconscious as a stone of whether life remained, 

That had sir Gislcr brought about— yet was tlie Dane unmamied 


1114 


ids: 


When that the numbness, like to death, had left his heavy head, 
Which suie resulted horn the blows the youthful king had sped. 

Ho did bethink himself — ‘I live, and am devoid of wound 

'I now lemombei Gislei’s strength* I fell, and must have swooned ’ 


1116 


108G 


Ho was awaio that on both sides his deadly focmen stood 
Had they supposed that life lemained, his death had been made good 
He also know, by word of mouth — that Giselher was near 
Then did ho pondei how, with life, ho should from them get cleai 

' 14 * 
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1116 1087 

Wuh '?\hat alacrity llie Ivnight sprang from ks baOi of gore' 

Well might lie thank agility, for treading earth once moie 

lie rushed, like arrow, from the house— to where he Hagen found, 

Vi hom he smote diversly and oft— his strength did still abound' 


1117 


198S 


Thought Hagen, ‘for this deed of spleen thou certamly shall die 
■If that the dciil help thee not— thou at my feet must hel’ 

But Irmg wounded Hagen bold — by cut through helmet’s crest 
Twas ‘Wasky’ did that wmndrous deed — of swords the ver^^ best 

1118 19S9 
WTicn Hagen found that he was touched by blade of bang’s brand, 

He swung aloft the potent glaAc he held in his right hand 
Thereon, was Haw art’s chief liegeman compelled to flee away. 

And down the winding granite stairs, with hghtmng’s speed, rushed they 

1119 1990 

Inng had quickh raised his shield, his threatened head to save, 
let, had the stairs been tlmce as long — and vengeful Hagen’s glave, 

The speed was such, he could not wound, much less with blows o’erwhelm , 
Still did he raise some sparks upon sir Iring’s stecl-wTought helm 


1991 


1120 

Inng got back unto his friends — m body hale and hold 
The news wa^ quickly spread about, and to Chnenibilda told 
Of how lie Tron\ic Hagen keen made bleed, m open fight 
The ro\al daughter gaic him thanks, with ciidcnl delight 

n^i 1002 

't,od pro'.pcr ^Oll! «:u Inng good — thou most illustrious chief 
lou\c coinfoilcd ni^ heart and mind, — and much assuaged my grief 
I I'r I '•('0 on *:ir Hagen mad the sliU warm dripping gore’ 

W ith i.lcc 8hc look from him the shield which in the fight he bore 
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1122 


‘You’d bcllci qualify youi llianks,’ said Ilagcn, expedite 
‘Foi it behoves the Dane to liy again his fate in fight, 

‘If then ho should iclurn unscathed — I’ll call him waiiioi tiue 
‘Tlie tiifling \YOund that I’yc icceivod will bung small gam to you' 


1123 


1124 


Sii lung, count of Dencmark, stood ■v\hcro tlie wind he faced, 

To cool him in his haubcik stout — his helmet ho unbiaced 
All spoke his praise, as one who was a champion stiong and good 
AVhich put the Danish maigia\o m a very lofty mood 


1125 


Then said sii lung to his fiicnds — ‘some two or thice draw' nigh, 
‘To aim mo quickly foi the fight — foi I intend to trj' 

‘ If I can’t Yanquish that famed knigt of Rhenish Bmgundie ’ 

Ills bucklci being sadly hacked, moic wailiko one look he 


1126 


1003 


199-1 


‘That blood which drippeth fiom my mail, and you delighted scan, 
‘lias since caused lapid death unto full many a Hunnish man 
‘Now feel I eist my anger laised 'gainst you and dueis chiefs 
‘Sii lung’s blow' doth mo no harm, — it may mciease your gnefs ’ 


1995 


199C 


lOQT 


Soon was sn lung featly annod with punccly battle-gear 
In angiy mood ho giaspod, with slionglh, a ^Cly weight^' speai, 

■With which he would, foithwilh, assail the haughty Tioimmi knight, 
Thcical, was Hagen full of nc, and wialh' as well ho might 

1127 1005 

He waited not his coming up, but to the staii-s did go. 

And lushing down assaulted him with \cngcful Ja^’IIn thiow. 

And mighty blows of his broad swoid ho was as one to dread 
The maigiaAC’s stiength, howcACr gieat, then stood him in small stead 
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1128 1999 

Tlic^ smote upon each other’s shield, till shields began to glow, 

And heat ascend in tongues ol flame — Hawart’s liegeman below, 
ItccciNcd fiom Hagen’s mighty sword so terrible a smite, 

That It cut through his shield and helm— sore wounded was the knight 

1129 2000 
Soon as the Danish chief perceived that he was mainly hurt, 

He so ensconced his helm, by shield — that little was overt 
11c thought the wound, already got, enough to work his end 
But soon ho grcatei did receive from royal Gunther’s friend 

1130 2001 
Sir Hagen, near Ins foot, chanced find a jav’lin keen and strong, 

The which he at the Danish knight with perfect vengeance flung 
It pierced sii lung’s wounded skull, 'and stood out like a horn — 

Thus Hagen made an end of him, who was so nobly born 

1131 2002 
Iring had strength enough to fly once more unto his Danes, 

But cre they could get off his helm, to soothe his madd’ning pains, 

And ficc him from the jutting spear — he fell death coming o’er I 

— Thereat, his friends did sigh and wail — they could not help him more 

1132 2003 
Trclong, the fair Clincmhilda came to where sir Iringlay 

Pure mpalliv , and keenest pang, for him she did display 
She weeping bent o’er lung’s wounds, and felt abundant grief 

— Thtn spake once more, in accents faint, that most courageous chief 

1133 2004 
'llliistnoiis, nnd admired (jucen' — Aour strong bcwaihngs stay 

hat hel[) the hrin\ tcais aou shed'^ — ni'^ life is gone for aye, 

Thrniieh tiie tlccp wounds which run with gore, and cannot now be stilled 
Diaih will not let me longer serve king Ct/el and Chriemhdd’ 
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200C 


1136 2007 
Iinfiied and Hawart, thereupon, rushed towaids the spacious hall, 

With full a thousand warriors biave — then was there shout and call 

( 

On cv’ry side, which lent the air — the lage of opposites! . 
ndlal what flights of jav'hns keen assailed tlie Burgund knights 

1137 2008 
Imfried, the chief of Thunngen, assaulted Volcher brave, — 

But he received great injury from his ledoubted glave, 

For Yolcher shuck, wth potent aim, the helm of Thurmg knight, 

And cleft it through, — it was, indeed, a most tremendous smite 

1138 2000 
Then Iinfiied smote the minstiel bold a very dreadful blow 

It cut his haubeik lings in twain, and caused the steel below 
To flash out spaiks, which made it seem as though it weie alight 
Yet must the noble Irnfiied get his death fiom minstrel knightl 

1139 2010 
Hagen, and Hawart, king of Danes, at length togethei came 

Those who that iieful conflict saw, might wonders tell of same — 

Enough, their swords fell lash and haid — wielded by eilhcr’s hand 
But Hawait died of blows fiom him who was of Tronyie land 


1134 

Unto the knights of Thunngen, and Danes, he thus did say, 

‘The laigesses which Etzel’s queen did promise you to-day, 
‘Ne’er hope to conquei, or deserve, whdst holding vital breath 
‘Foi he who fights with Hagen bold, is sure to meet with death ’ 

1135 

The colour from his cheek had fled, — the hand of death was on 
The stout, indomitable Dane — sii Irmg’s breath was gone! 

No more to animate the chief of loyal Hawmt’s tram. 

Upon a stretchez he was home by many a sorrowing Dane 
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1140 2011 

r\o\\ 'nhcn llic Thunngers and Danes saw that their chiefs were dead, 

A fearful struggle did take place before the stairs which led 
Lnto the ample hall wlhin —the Butgnnds would not yield, 

Then was there desp’rate hewng of bright helm and stubborn shield. 

1141 2012 

‘One way’’ cried Volchcr with loud voice — ‘let them ascend to hall 
‘W hat they do boldly meditate, will not occur, withal, 

1 or c\ cry one of them must die wthm of time small space ’ 

‘ ihev meet their deaths in strife to earn what Chriemhild would agrace ’ 

1142 2013 
As now the 'fliuiingcrs and Danes did force the palace-door, 

lull many a hero, wnth cleft head, lay gasping on the floor, 

1 or they were hewn doMTi by the knights who m the broad hall were 
Gemot fought brai ely hand to hand — and so did Giselher 

1143 

(hie thoii'iaiKl and cvactly four into the hall did get, 

'Jlicii licaid one hoM the clash of swords, did clash on clash abet 
Anon, Mcic Tliurmgcrs and Danes — a bleeding pyramid 1 
— Groat ^\ 0 !ulc^s might be told of what the valiant Burgunds did 

1144 2015 
Now was a truce to fight and dm — the noise had died away' 

But gore, of gallant men who fell in that renewed affray, 

Kvin gimgling tliiough the holes which led unto the w'atei -spout 
bmh !.\ ilm hi a\o Burgundian knights— forsurc, was brought about. 

1145 2010 
I he Uhenish warriors now sal down, to lake a little rest 

llii It '-Winds and shields were put aside no foe was manifest 
-- w.is liofoie the ample hall, Volchcr, the minstrel knight, 
dLliiiij, if tlicie was dill, show of rccommencinir Cnht 

o o 


2014 

} 



217 


King Efzel wailed most bitterly— and so did queen Cbiiembild 
The slmeks and teais of waiting dames and maids could not be stilled 
— I guess, that death had pledged hunself that tliey should lo\c in vain, 
And that was why so many chiefs by Burgund knights weie slain 

201 S 

‘Now dolF youi helnlets, and light gear’’ said Hagen, the bold knight 
‘And I, and my companion biave, will see that all goes light 
‘Should Etzel’s Huns make any show of daring fiesh attack — 

‘My loids may rest assured that they prompt "uarning shall not lack’’ 

^ 114S 2019 

Many a knight of potency unbiaced his helmet good, 

They sat doMii on the foemen dead, who still lay m then blood, 

On just the spot whei c Burgund knights had fated them to die 
— Meantime, the brave and noble guests t\ere watched by wrathful c^c 

1149 2020 
King Etzel and the queen Chncmhild did manage so then men, 

That ere the eiening was ku spent, they did assault again 
At must’ring one might count of them — all men of Huugarie, 

Full twenty thousand, if not more, — all ripe for butcher> 

1150 .022 
The onslaught and defence did last till hindered by the night 

The dauntless guests, beyond all praise, with Elzel’s men did fight 
The whole of one long summei’s day — so do the legends tell 
Eella ’ what thousands of bra\ e men by Buigund weapons fell' 



LEGEND XX 


Showing how Ihc conflict continues until the Burgundians at call slain, save 
Gunther and Hagen, who surrender to Dieierich, and are treacherously hilled 
by Chrtenihilda she herself falling by the hands of Hildebrand 

1151 2033 

The gi calesl slaughter that did bap, was on solstitial night, 

Arising from Chriemhilda’s lust for vengeance aconite 
Upon her near ahin and friends — it is a tale full sad! 

Through it, king Etzcl never moie a happy moment had 

1152 2024 
The day y as passed, and night approached, — the guests felt great distress , 
And lliought how welcome weic to them a death of suddenness 

To quailing more with ruthless y ocs, which seemed but to mcrease 
The trul^ valiant y amors then wished ardently for peace! 

1153 202j 
Tlicv, therefore, did beseech the Huns to let their king appear 

Tlio kniglils were smeared witli ciimsongore, and stained tiiroughiron gear 
Some few then went before the hall, together yalb the kings, 

^M^o know not unto yhom they could conGdc this slate of things 

1151 202G 

King 1 t7cl and the queen Chncmhild approached in martial slate 
lli.il countrv was tiuir proper realm, therefore their tram yas great 
.‘'11(1 Ik. unto the rnv.il guests — hat would -jou have of me? 

Ds'irt \oii peace ' that hardly can be granted unto •\c. 
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1155 


2027 


‘After the damage manifold, which you on us have ^^Tought 
‘(Such shall not profit piove to you, if life avail me aught) 

‘You slew ferociously my child, and many of my friends — 

‘Therefore, no peace, or lasting truce, 3 'our earnest wish attends’’ 

1156 202 s 

To him kmg Gunther made reply — ‘ours was a case of need' 

‘For all om yeomanry’ were slam — (’tiias yom knights did the deed) 
‘Within then quarters — noble kmg! deseived we such awaid? 

‘I came to you on faith and troth, and pledge of yom regaid ’ 


1157 


2029 


Then said of Fhenish Burgundie, sir Giselhei the childe, 

‘Ye maitial knights of EtzeTs land A\hose swords aic yet unsoiled' 
‘What chaige have you to bring ’gainst me? what have I done to •jou'^ 
‘I, who appioached this land in peace, passed fiiendships to renew’ 


1158 


2030 


The knights rejoined, ‘of thy good deeds, the buighs and country through 
‘Are full of plaintive soiiowng — and loudly wish that -nou 
‘H ad never thought of iiding heie fiom Rhenish-Buigund state — 

‘ — Thiough thee and thy two biothei kings our land is desolate ’ 


1159 


2031 


Then asked king Gunthei of the Rhine, in somewhat angiy mood 
‘Think you to change these muid’rous w'a^s foi peace well understood 
‘With us, the homeless and bctiayed? — then is it well foi both' — 

‘We have not been the w'lllmg cause of noble Etzel’s wnath ’ 

1160 2032 

Etzel replied unto his guest, ‘tlic giiefs that on you ’light, 

‘And tome — are fai from being like, — our losses in the fight, 

‘Oui toil, and the disgiace we’ve got from your stidnecked defence 
‘Must be washed out m gory stream — not one escapes from hence'’ 



220 


1161 2033 

Said Gcrcnot unto the Ling— he Tsas a potent knight' — 

‘ So ma\ the Lord o’crrule your mmd to grant us boon of right 

• jiaLc ^ ou quick ending of the fray — and let us come to you 

‘Tis to your honour that we lose our lives m open viewl 

1162 2034 

‘\Miaic cr •\our purpose is towards us, let it have quick effect 
‘You ■\cl ha\e hosts of unused men — who thereto won’t object 
‘Tlic\ beating us in open fight, we gam immediate death' — 

‘ — How long shall we, the weaiy' ones, dole out our blood and breath?’ 

1163 2035 

Upon the part of Etzcl’s knights it nearly was agreed 
That those same heroes of the Rhine should to the court-yard speed 
Rut Chncmhild heanng of their will, did feel her rage mcrease 
— Then were the homeless guests bereft, of ciery ray of peace 

1164 2036 

Said ^hc, ‘forfend’ gallant knights — what have -jou now in mind? 

*^I\ counsel is, that to such grant — you all feel dismchned 
‘I or if Nou gi\c those murd’rous men free egress from the haU, 

'Most ccrlninh ‘soursehes and fnends wall ready ncUms fall! 

1165 2037 

Na\, were there none but Ulie’s sons alive the fight to share — 

‘And tliO'C three \<alianl brothers got fair space in open air, 

* ''0 tliat their Inubcrks cooled again, — -sour h\cs were nothing wmrth " 
'More d ninikc'; and determined knights were nc\cr seen on earth'’ 

1166 2036 
T! on ‘•aid iIh \onthful Gisclher, ‘nght beauteous sister mine' 

I IiUlo <iid ctjitcl tint when \ou bid me cross the Rhine 
To \i'ii ^oll m Iliinnidi 1 ind, ^ou purposed treachery' 

\Mnt ln\c I done that I should meet rn\ death in Ilungane'^ 
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1167 


203D 


‘To thco ISc e^er faitlifnl been — noi grief or sorrow brought 
‘ — With those same kindly thoughts I lode unto yom Hunnish court, 
‘Behcwng that you lo^ed me much — I still my sister prize' 

‘Benignly contemplate our lot — you can’t do otherwise'’ — 

116S 20-10 

— ‘I, w'ho ha^c reaped ingratitude — no boon ha^e to impart' 

‘Hagen has woikcd me deadly ills, with most malignant heart, 

‘ Such as can ne\ cr be atoned, whilst I ha^ e life, I weeii 
‘Therofoie, I’ll vengeance ha^e on all'’ — so spake king Etzel’s queen 


116D 


2011 


‘Yet if sir Hagen you agico into my hands to gi\ e, 

‘Then will I not icfusc to grant, that all you three do live, 
‘Since that c aic my bietluen bold and of one mother kmd 
‘Of moic atonement I’ll consult with these of loft^* mind’ 


1170 


2012 


‘Forbid it lo-j alty and grace '’ — said Gerenot the bra^ e 
‘Sooth were wo yet a thousand strong, we’d sooner find a gra\e 
‘ (W c, the near kindred of your house) than giA c from motu e base 
‘That knight to thee as prisoner — suchne^er can take place' 


1171 


2013 


Said Gisclher, ‘since die we must on this or that pretence, 

‘No one shall warp us from oui mows of cimalious defence, 

‘And those who Ae heart to fight with us — will see our gallant end 
‘I never will unfaithful proA e to one I ^ e called my friend 


1172 


201S 


Thereon, said Chricmhild to the Huns, *ye band of warring chiefs, 

« — Rash to the steps' — and sword in hand, re\engc my manv griefs 
‘So iccompense shall flow to -jou, m measure full and wide 
‘_I to nothingness reduce the TionMC Hagens pride' 
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1173 2046 
‘Let not a single Lnight escape, — repulse them one and all 
‘Meantime, I’JI give command that fire be kindled ’neath the hall 

'Fit vengeance for the heartfelt pangs, that I too long have borne ’ 

— King Etzcl’s ready knights soon fell with rage on the forlorn 

1174 2047 
They made the Burgnnd knights with speed ascend the palace stair 
Through javelin cast, and smite of sword, — then loud huzzas rose there 1 
The princes would not separate tbentselves from their array 

Their mutual confidence was such, that of one heart were they 

1175 2048 

King KtzeVs queen then gave command to set the hall on fire 
Thus were they subject to new pangs at queen Chriemhild’s desire 
The palace, blown on by the wind, w'as soon involved m flame 
Such anful vengeance, I opine, ne’er Ihreat’ned knight of fame! 

1176 2049 
Within did many wail and cry, ‘alas I our stifled breath' 

‘Much rather would w'e in assault encounter ready death. 

‘The Lord have mercy on our souls 1 — since each must lose his life 
‘llow ruthlessly on us outpours the wrath of Etzel’s wife'’ 

1177 2030 

Said one, thereon, wth half clammed longue — ‘now shall we surely die 

‘Despite king Etzcl’s bidding fair, and after courtesy 

‘The heal has made my thirst so great, that I feel madd’ning woe, 

'! fear that 1 shall lose my life from this consuming foe!’ 

1178 2061 
To him cned Tron^ie Hagen brave — the hero rash of mood — 

*lf that thv thirst so dreadful be, take ample quaff of blood 
1 or that in suchlike ardent heat, is better far than wane 
There s nothing hereabout to dnnk more wholesome, I opine'’ 



223 


1179 

2052 

The knight then went to one just dead who had been wounded sore 
— lie loosed his helmet, and knelt do^^’n amidst the clotted gore, 

And plying mouth unto the gash, he diank the llowng blood 
— IIo^^c’cr unused to suchlike dunk, he found it wondrous good 


1180 


2053 


‘God prosper you, sir Ilagcn boldl’ exclaimed the weary man 

‘That through youi knowledge manifold, I such choice draught e’ei wan 

‘From wmc my thirst has nc’ei received nioie perfect quietude , 

‘Lnc I much longer, you shall pro^o my lasting giatitude!’ 


1181 


2054 


TMicn that the other waniors hcaid the beverage was good, 

Some stilled the raging thiist they felt by draughts of human blood 
— Therefrom such knights obtained much sti ength, and more of gory fame 
Through it fell km and lo\ mg friends of many a stately dame ' 

1182 2055 

Embers and flakes of fire fell thick on those wathm the hall. 

Which they turned off with bucklers bnght, to counterwork their fall 
The smoke, and fervency of heat, they painfully did bear 
— Such woeful plight has never since been gallant warrior’s share 


1183 ^ 


i056 


Then Tronyio Hagen loudly called, ‘keep to the walls, all hands' 
‘That so the shower of wasting fiie sear not your helmet bands, 
‘And all that falls, right quickly quench, by treading it m gore 
‘ Chncmhilda’s festival, methmks, makes mind and body sore ’ 


1184 


2057 


In such unparalleled distress, the hours of night had flown 
Befoie the house v\as still on guard sm Yolcher — keener gro\\Ti, 
And Hagen, his companion bold, who leant upon Ins shield. 
Expecting greatci woe from those who Elzel’s weapons wield 
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1185 20S8 

Then said the crafty fiddleman, ‘let’s enter the broad ball, 

‘That so the %\atchful Htins may think -we’ve penshed one and all 
‘Trom the excruciating pains theyS e brought to bear on ns 
'Tel shall they see us knights, anon, xvage warfare -ngorous” 

1186 2059 

Then said sir Giselher the childe, in accents somewhat low 
‘■Methinks tlie day’s about to dawn — the breeze begms to flow 
‘Vouchsafe us. Lord, that -vse ma-s live to see more kindness shared’ 

‘A woeful fcsli-\al for us— my sister has prepared’’ 

1167 ’ 2060 

Another said, ‘Bexond all doubt, I see the mom appear. 

‘I\ow if this dax should prove a time of equal hapless cheer, 

‘Then vote I that each knight go out, and dearly sell his life, 

‘For v>c arc sure to reap new -woes from Etzel’s vengeful -^fe’’ 

IISS 2061 

King Etzel thought that all the guests were numbered -with the dead, 
Tiirougli condagralion, and the ills of faintness, thirst and dread’ 

— But nolwilhslanding Chnerahilds hate, there lived six hundred yet 
Ko monarch, in broad chnslcndora, did better kmehts abet’ 

1189 2062 

Tlic watchers of the Burgund guests already bad espied 
Til it inanx of the liegeman lived, in spite of all thex’d tned 
To practice on the kings and knights bx damages and pain’ 

One them pacing in the hall, readx' to Cght agam 

1199 2063 

Clincmliilda fpiickK was informed that manx* xet were seen 
How t in '^iich thing be possible,’ so said the xcngefnl queen 
that a cinglc one 4iould h\e throughout that raging fire’’ 

Mmh radicr Im inclined to think tliex died of scorchines dire 
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The kings, and eke their liegemen, wished to get from ihence away, 

If pity dwelt in heart of those who thereabout bore sway 

For them, alas! no hope was found within the Hunmsh land 

Theioon, each knight pre-venged his death— with most determined hand 

2065 

That very morning, ere ’twas light, they greeted were by noise 
Of warlike shouts and summonses the knights were reft of joys J 
At them was huiled, through windows ope, full many a javelin 
— Right gallant was the self-defence of those brave knights within 


The jage of Etzel’s Huns was such as baffled all appease 
They would forthwith deserve and gam Chriemhilda’s laigesses. 
Besides attempting all the work that Etzel had lequired, — 
Thereby, did many gaze on death much sooner than desired' i 


1194 2067 

One much might tell of promises — and valour dearly bought 
On ample bucklers, ruddy gold m wondrous heaps was brought, 
Whereof each took what he desired, without reproof, I trow 
Never were such abundant gifts employed ’gainst cooped-up foe! 


1195 2068 
Now to the palace-door advanced full many a well armed knight 

Said Volcher brave, ‘we all are here! — expecting early fight 
‘But troth! I never warriors saw, so vigilant for strife, 

‘As you who have received bright gold — for Burgund hero’s life!’ 

1196 2060 
Then many from within cried out, ‘ come nearer unto us 

‘Since we must die, let’s die like knights, and nothing more discuss' 

‘We know that none of us will live, whose death-time has arrived'’ 

Then flights of Hunmsh jav’Jm points into their bucklers dned 

15 
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1197 2010 

What shall I farther tell to you?— twelve hundred Huns and more 
Made onslaught, and received repulse— of times at least a score, 

The guests, vrth gashes deep and long, did cool their ragmg mood 
— As peace was not to be obtamed, m streams flowed Hunnish blood' 

1198 2012 
The strangers did great deeds that mom — nght-brave was their comport 
— Gothnda’s worthy spouse now came withm the castle’s court; 

And saw what ha\ock death had made ’mongst kmghts on either side 
Sir Rud’gcr then wms full of gnef, and inwardly he cried 

1199 2013 
‘0 woe is me'’ said Bechlam’s count, ‘that ever I was bom! 

‘ Alas, that this sad slate of things should meet another mom 
'^’^c tried to bnng about a peace — but Etzel’s mind is sore, 

- ‘In that his losses seem to bo increasmg more and more ’ 

1200 2014 

Then sent the good sir Rudeger unto sir Dietrich bold. 

To know if they should jointly press for measures of more mould? 

TIic ruler of Verona said, ‘who’ll venture to advise ‘i’ 

‘King Etzcl A\ill not heai of peace — or any compromise ’ 

1201 2075 
\oN\ did a knight of Ilunganc observe sir Rud’ger keen, — 

How that he stood in weeping mood — as he before had seen 
Tlicrcon ho spake unto Chnemhild, ‘behold how he doth lower' 

‘lie whom, beyond all other men, the king bath raised to power, 

1202 20-6 

‘I kc, who IS honoured, and obeyed, throughout king Etzcl’s lands! 

‘How happens it that Rudeger so many a burgh commands? 
lh\crs undoubtedly he got alElzcVs own desire 
He has not struck a single blow throughout this conQict dire 
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207 -: 


‘Metlimks, ho takes but little note of whatsoe’er befalls— 

‘HaMng such lulc, that all obey his haughty ‘becks and calls’, 

'He has been piaised beyond most knights, for skiU and daunllessncss 
‘Of neither haAC \Ne seen display — m this our great distiess'’ 


1204 


The loyal Rudeger felt sad,— and when the knight had done,' 
In melancholy mood he looked full wrathful on the Hun — 
And thought, 'thou shalt lepent of hmt that I am traitor grown 
‘ Thou’st gi\ en unto thy calumny by far too loud a tone ’ 
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2079 


He clinched his fists wnlh sinewy might — then rushed upon the Hun, 
And smote him with such giant foice, that ere he felt the stun 
Of his fierce blow, the craven knight dropped lifeless at his feet' — 
— That, added to his former giiefs — made Etzel’s woe complete 


1206 


20S0 


‘To hell' thou sland’rous babbling knave,’ said Rudeger with scorn 
‘I am oppressed m heart and mind, as much as can be home 
‘That I’ve not fought m this affaur — was’t plea for thee to prate “i* 

‘ — I have, alas! distressing cause these Burgund guests to hate 

1207 20 SI 

‘And all thaf m my power doth lie — Fd pour out to their cost, 

‘Had I not kindly welcomed tbem, and their undaunted host' — 

‘Tiuly, I guard-guide was to them mto my soi reign’s land 
‘ — Therefore ’twere wTong, agamst those guests, to raise my luckless hand 


120S 

Then said Hungarian Etzel to the margra’s e eamesth — 

‘Most noble Rudeger' methinks — you’\e been small help to me 
* — Had we not dead enough wnthm palatial precinct-land 
< — You have done ill to slay the knight, with all too rash a hand ’ 

15 ' 
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1209 *0S4 

To ibcm came nov. the queen Chnemhild, — she’d seen what had been done, 
How that ihc count m ^e^^ rage, had brayed the meddlmg Hun 
She loudly grie\cd for that e\ent,— her eyes were tearful too — 

Said she to noble Rudeger, ‘deserved we that from you, 

1210 2085 

‘Thus aiding mth -jour hand to swell the kings and my disgrace? 

‘Tou pledged a ourself by solemn oath, that you m ev’iy^ place 
‘Would risk YOur honour and your life, m aidance of our cause 
‘ — For gallant deeds I’ve heard our knights vonchsafe you great applause 1 

1211 2086 
‘And call to mind the lo-^alty you swore wuth given hand 

‘To me, when you came smt’nng for a queen of Hunnish land 
‘You ■vouched to serve me "with all truth, unto your d-^nng day' — 

‘ — I ne cr have fell such racbng pang — as bnngs me this affray’ — 

1212 2087 
— ‘Thai I did take such oath js true — thou most illustrious wife! 

‘And true I vowed to risk for you my honour and my’^ life 
‘hut I did never pledge for ay'e — to risk my loss of souk 
— I brought unto your festival these princes hale and w'hole!’ 

1213 208S 
‘^aul she, 'bethink thee, Rudeger, of thy most sacred oath, 

How that upon vour lovalty, you would revenge with wrath 
‘All damages howe’er received — and all my^ griefs assuage!’ 

Then «aid the margrave of Bcchlar’n, ‘I must redeem my^ gage’ 

1211 2089 

Thereon, the monarch of the Huns held Rud’ger in debate — 

And both did condescend, anon, the count to supplicate, 

'■'o intuh *=0 that the worihv lord showed marks of anguish pent 
TIil lovnl lUidcgcr at last thus breathed his soul’s lament 
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1215 

‘0 woo IS mo, forsalvcn oncl that evei I was born 

‘0 woo s (he day! — (hat I must be of all my honour shorn 

‘Of Irudi and gendeness of mmd, which God to me did give 

'Oil God! (hat death would now appeal I— I fain would cease to live ^ 


1216 


2091 


hichc\cr duty I a\oid — (he othei to fulfill, 

‘I’m counted dastardly and base — oi workei-out of ill, 

‘Yet lca\c I both of (hem undone, I with (he world have strife 
‘ — May lie vouchsafe to counsel me — who fiist did give me life!’ 

1217 2092 
King El7cl and his beauteous queen besought the count so long, — 

That many a knight did lose his life by Rudegei the stiong 

And he, (he knight beyond compaio, was doomed himself to die 

— Now will I (ale unfold that shall occasion heaitfelt sigh 

1218 2093 

lie knew (hat nought icmaincd for him save prejudice and spleen 

— The king’s most stienuous behests, and urgings of the queen, 
lie willingly had left undone — the hero was of mind 

That helped he eithci, ho would be the honoi of mankind! 

1219 209-1 
Then said unto the Hunmsh king, the good chief, momnfully, 

‘Now take again, my sov’icign kind! all that I’ve held in fee 
‘ Of open lands, and ample burghs, I nothing will retam 
‘Unmounted I will wandei forth to some far-off domain ’ 

1220 209J 

Quickly rejoined the king of Huns, ‘but who’ll ser^m me the while? 

' To you I’ll give the lands you hold — so that, devoid of guile, 

‘You do effect that I’m i avenged on these stout foes of mine 
‘Be potent monaich at my side — if so thou dost incline'’ 
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1221 

Tlic margrave Rudeger replied, ‘shall that be my behoof? 

‘Thev were my guests upon mute, and slept beneath my roof 
‘I placed before them wane and food — and gave them presents fair 
‘How can I slaughter those who have been objects of my care? 

1222 

‘The people jecrmgly may say — the margrave’s timid grown' 

‘ — Xo services I’ve left undone — most wnlhngly I owm — 

‘Unto those noble Rhenish kings, and their right valiant tram 
‘The friendship I imbibed for them, now' gives me heartfelt pam 

1223 

‘I gave to Giselher the brave, the daughter of my love 
•Upon the earth no better match affection could approve, 

Tor sentiment, and honour pure, — riches, and loyalty 
‘Never did vouthful king possess such virtuous digmty'’ 

1224 

Then said Cliricmhilda to the count, ‘illustnous Rudeger' 

‘Have pit^ on our many ills, and lend a willing ear, 

‘Unto the king’s and my appeal, eke his and my behests 
‘No liost upon the face of earth — e’er suffered so by guests’ 

1225 

Then said the margrav c of Rcchlar’n unto the noble queen 
‘To-da^ will end count Rud’gcr’s life, as truly will be seen, 

'In pavincnl for the kindnesses which he from both has had 
‘lie dies for lovalt^ towards you —with heart and conscience sad’ 

1226 

‘1 know full well that ere ’tis noon, ray burghs and ample lands 
‘W ill pit:"; again unto the king — by means of Burgund hands 
'I thcrerorc to vour graciousncss commit my wife and child — 

\nd all mv loval household, who in burgh Bechlarcn whiled ’ 
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1227 

‘May heaven pieservc thee, Rudcgei ! ’ — said Etzol in mild strain 
For lie ns well as queen Chiiemhild fell confidence again 
‘Your people, on my royal word — shall find stanch friend m me' 
‘If my presentiment be just — you’ll live much joy to seel’ 

1228 

Sir Rud’gci staked upon the cast his soul, as well as life 
Then did begin to weep aloud king Et/el’s beauteous wife 
‘I am compelled,’ said Rudeger, ‘by oath I pledged to theel 
‘ — Alas, my worlhy Rurgund friends! — with giief I fight with ye ’ 

1229 

0'er^^ helmed by soriow ho did leave king Etzol and the queen. 
For whore he found his valiant men who had long waiting been 
Said ho, 'with quickness arm youisebos, my tiusty liegemen all! 
‘For I am bound to make assault on those within the hall ’ 

1230 

They limned to the armoury, wheic they' then weapons found 
Then Avas there many a helmet biighl, and many a buckler round 
Ri ought out to them by sciving-men — whoso duties theieto wont 
Full soon the strangcis lieaid the talo^of this now aimament 

1231 

Thus was the maigiavo Rudcgei aimed with five hundied men 
Moi cover, twelve devoted knights — aiding him theie and then 
They would the piaisc of valour earn, amid the onslaught’s dm 
But hltlc knew they that then doom — AA'as loss of life within 

1232 

One saw the mai gi ave under helm unto the palace go 

With sharp swords Rud’gcr’s yoomaiuy advanced upon the foe, 

Also upon their aims ihoy boio buckleis of bngbtcst sheen' 

Bi ave Volchor, seeing what took place, felt sorrow sadly keen 
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1233 2108 

Then saw young Giselher ad\ance the father of his bride, 
tViih helmet braced for deeds of war he could not well decide 
^Yhal Mas his purpose other than ‘all must be right and good'’ 

AYhich put the ^oung and noble king mto most happy mood 

1234 2109 

■God’s blessings on such gallant friends!’ said Giselher with glee, 

‘As MO haic gamed upon our nde into this Hungarie 
‘Through loie unto my Dietelind, occurs this great agrace, 

‘I’m glad beyond all measure that betrothment did take place!’ 

1235 2110 
‘1 knoM not Mhat you’re glad about?’ said knight of minstrelsy 

‘"NMicn did you e\er see advance a host of clemency 

‘^Ylth helmets braced, denoting war, and naked swoids in hand? 

'He only comes to pay, through us — his fee for buighs and land'’ 

1236 2111 
The minstrel knight had liardly got that speech from his bold lips, 

AYhcu Rudeger advanced unto the ample palace steps 

He placed his buckler on the ground- — before him — at his feet 
Rut Midi Moni pledge of services his friends he did not greet 

1237 3112 
Then <:aid the noble Rudeger to those M'lthm the hall 

*Yc \aliant men of Kib'hingcn! defend yc one and alll 

•Aon Mhom 1 should haio shielded hero, — leicngo yourselves on me 

‘nrewhilc, mc Mere the best of friends' — take life for loyalty’ 

1233 2113 

The Ihirgmul kniglits Merc greatly shocked at Mhal they saM' and heard 
^^llh them all hope ofjny ^^as gone — and gloomy thoughts occurred 
\l neeiK-hc fighting friends. mIio Mere helmed by one and all — 

— Tho\ had experienced toil enough fiom foes Milhin the hall 
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1239 

‘Foibid It heaven such wiong should he I’ said Gunther of the Rhine, 

‘As that 111 act you would oppose true fiicndship’s law divine, 

'And that fidelity destroy on which we based defence 
‘I never can beheve that ^’•ou will do us nolencel’ 

1210 2115 

‘There is no shunning, no retreat'* said Rudeger full loath 
‘I inust make war on you, forthwith, by viilue of my oath 
‘Therefore, defend youi selves, bold knights, as you do well w^ot how? 
‘lung Et 7 crs w'lfo demands of me fulfilment of a vow!’ 

1241 2116 
‘Withdraw raent of your pledge to us,’ said Gunther, ‘comes too late! 
‘May God reward you, Rudeger, with honours and estate, 

‘Foi all the constancy and love, that you tow'ards us have shown, 

‘If to the end you piovo a chief to kindly actions prone! 

1242 2117 
‘My friends and I will grateful be foi all you’ve done — and given! 

‘If you’ll piotect our thieat’ned lives — foi which wn long have stiiven 
‘You show'ci'cd on us unwonted gifts, and brought us safely heie 
‘To Elzel’s royal festival — remembers Rudeger?’ 

1243 2118 

‘That willingly w'ould I vouchsafe,’ said Rudeger the knight, , 

‘In grcatci fulness than before — ifpiescntly I might 

‘Act as niy heart wath feivoui bids — w'hat you do supplicate' 

‘I’d do, and moie — but that I dread Chnemhilda’s scoin and hate ’ 
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2119 


‘Renounce youi bondage, Rudeger'’ said Geienot the hold 
‘It novel has, of w'orthy host, been wTitten oi been told 
‘Of kindnesses so manifold as you’ve displayed toW'ards us' 
‘The like shall overflow to you, if you prove 'generous 
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12-J5 

‘Or. TO-’d to God^ srr Gorenot,’ tfie Kargravc Rotfcer said, 

Td a‘ 'voo Trere safeV hotned at Worms, and I already deadi 

^ * 

Trc- r e’-e rarr tonorr free from sin of bavmg foaght ’gainst yon' 

‘Srrrer T^ere stranger knigbts so used — by fnends they held fall trne' 

1246 2121 
*B‘"r'"d -roe Godl srr Rndeaer/ said Gemot -with a siah; 

‘Fo' voer =p^er;d'd gifts to -ns — it grieves me that on die — 

‘Ar d ti erchv to the -world he lost snch trne henitmitv! 

0 ^ 0 

‘ — Tie swo'd noTT gi-ded on my tfngh -was boon of thine to me. 

9 

1247 2121 
‘It r eve-- has stmcl: fntFe IJow in all otrr great distress: 

Ti'0"ni its keen edae ijss manv a knieht lost maiden’s tenderness. 

1 . 1- o' h gilg temp'-'-ed steel — fall strong arid po'-ed aright* 

‘ — Fr-s — e sno’n roble gi'- vtH ne'er he boon from knight to ImighL 

1245 2122 

Vc - ^ i^'yov wfl rot he advised — hnt still on warfare Lent, 

O'rr h-are f-Wid^ slanghter each as h this hall are pent; 

'Tr ' -1'. u* f gl'w. ii.a‘ once wa= liih-e — TTl ta^ e liiy valued life 

Flo- r e* I a' ^r eweve for ti e<^ — and for thv matchless wife!' — 

0 

1 213 2124 

— ‘ 0 ^ — 0-’ 1 m God that tia‘ rr'ght Lap and that this kindred fend 
1--, . ^ TTgy 2=; should then find good: 

' r-^c <■- rd -^on have, r. 'gh: s'H rrjo-v this parsing life 

] - T-rtn zeal mv* dauu^’er ard m-r -wifel' 

0 ^ 0 

^2 0 21 2i 

'• '**“*■ V L ' s SO" — ti p"id* ofBurumd el 

- I-..- ?n tho-e vfo erne with rno^ 

— ootr- pTigio^e is not uood’ 
’'■"-•lorol' er'’d so soon to -^idov hood"' 
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1251 


'That were iinfuenclly and nnjust —eke veiy sad to see, 

‘I'or you and yom nglit valiant men to wagei war on me, 

‘In dial I pul my liust in you, more Ilian the woild beside, 

‘And, llierofoie, chose your only child to be my wedded biide ’• 
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2127 


‘He failhful lo youi maniage vow — ihou noble Giselherl 
‘If il please God you ’scape fiom hence,’ — said mournful Rudegci, 
‘Hevenge not on ihc noble maid, the deeds of one beguiled 
‘by all our pi nicely virtues, sir, — act kindly towaids my child ’ 

1253 2128 
‘Thai amII I promise and perform,’ — king Giselhei replied 

‘Hut if of Ihesc exalted fiicnds, by blood to mo allied, 

‘You slaughter one XMlhin the hall, — then must you speak mo bee 
‘ From cv'i y bond of kindi od troth to fair Diethnd and thee ' ’ ' 

1254 2120 
‘Now may the Lord forgive oui sinsl’ so said iho valiant man 
Thereon, they all did laiso then shields — as though it weie then plan 
To storm foi llnA ilh tho iioblo guests within Chi icmhilda’s hall 

Sii Hagen to them, bom the sfaii-s, thcicon, did loudly call 
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2130 


‘Tan y awhile '^^hcre now you are, most noble Rudegci ! 

‘Foi I dcsiio to say a word bcfoio you fuilhei stir 

‘The tioublcs of the kings and self compel me thus to plead 

‘What good bora death of bidden guests to Etzel can piocded?’ 
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2131 


‘Besides, I’m in unwont distress'’ — added sii Hagen biave, 

‘Foi that same shield which Gotelind so kindly to me gaAe, 

‘Has been so hacked and hewn by Huns — that shieldless is my arm 
‘I bi ought ^Mlh joy into this land that guaid bom weapon’s haim 



236 


Xox\ hope I ihnt the Lord above will so yoiir mmd mc'''ne, 

As ihit \ou give me Vi'Orthy shield for slnttered one of mire: 

Snch ns vonrself upon your ami so nobly now do bear 
Then need 1 noU m onslaught dire> a breastplate bright to wean' 

1 : 5 s. 

— Full willingly Fd give to yon the lmst\ one I nse, 

‘If t would not stir Chnenihildas wrath — and that I would not choose: 

— Yet tahe n Hagen^' said the counts sind wield it manfully^ 

I wi^h u may protect yon well — eon bach to BnrgnndieF 

12^0 £1H 

That Rndcccr so conrteouslv did save awav bis shield 

V. ■< 1 . V, % 

Filled many an e\e wath gentle tesirs — it to the heart appesiled: 

Tint wa^ hi'5 list and dearest gift, — no more could bold knight Osim 
Or cot from the munificence of Rudeer of Bechham 

V 

leS't £is<!y 

lion 01 cr gnni sir Hagen was or ill disposed his mind 
The genroiis gift which Rudegcr — so noble and so Lind — 

AMicn near hn end had given linn — his stiibboni heart siibdiieil'' 

Many a lofiv knuht did mMi, when that bra\e net he riewod 

mat ti'-- 

Saul Hagen ‘mav the Lord of Uea\cn sir Ri.degor protect 
‘IMicn ho shill die Ins hko on eirtli — we iniy no more expect' 

1 or he to homeless ^h^oldlcss Lniglit did ooslly p-esent gi\e' 

— Ma\ (iod \ouchsafo tliiu when no more— ^h.s yirtiies still mn liNol 

2 ,- 

\-nn ^lul 11 icon tln>. alTiir cuts lo niv ^^em hearts core 
Moihonjit of pinC" and bosom greR we bad enough before. 

The 1 owl hi\o uierc\ on n^ all — Mnce fnends with fnonds must fi^lu 
Ti c 111 irgr i\o nnvkj.er replied I sorrow fool — not i-p to’ 
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‘As for youiself, sii Rudegei ’’ said Hagen theie and then 
‘I foi your gift make this return, — whate’er befalls the men, 

‘My hand, m what lemains of stiife, shall not be laised ’gainst thee, 

‘E’en though you slaughter every one who came from Burgundie!’ 

1264 2139 
Ills thanks the margrave Rudeger retmned with gentle bend 

All those who stood aiound were sad — for that no moie to wend 
Was this exteiminating wai — soon followed wail and strife 
A fathei to the virtues died, when Rud’ger lost his life! 

1265 2140 
Then Yolcher, from the landing place, thus spake to Rudeger 

'Since that my comrade Hagen has made peace with you, brave sir! 

‘ The same indulgent terms vouchsafe to take of my right hand 
‘ — You’ve well deserved such boon from us, since we came to this land 

1266 2141 

‘And, peradventure, Rudeger kind act will do for me? . 

‘Those armclasps made ofiuddy gold Gotlmda graciously 
‘Did give — that at the feast the same I openly should wear 
‘ — Behold them, woithy Rudegei I — foi you my witness are ’ 

1267 2142 

‘Would to the Loid all-bountiful 1’ said Rudegei with pain, 

‘The margiavine occasion had to give you such again 
‘The tidings I with joy will bear unto my Got’lind pure, 

‘ Should I get back to hei with life — of that you may be sui e ’ 

1268 2143 

After these mutual vows of grace, the shield to aim he bore, 

His mind began to feel unhinged — he lingered now no more. 

But rushed upon the guests with force, as does the boldest knight 
And many a stout and steady blow the valiant count did smite 
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1269 2144 

Volchcr and Hagen moved aside as Rndeger came on. 

For both those chiefs of courage good were pledged such strife to shun 
But at the door he met with Lnights who barred to him the way , 

Thereon, the count, with skill and strength, began to cut and slay 

1270 2145 

Gemot and Gunther, wishing much to make short work withal, ^ 

Desired that no one should oppose his entrance to the hall 
Sir Gis’lcr, though reluctantly, avoided Rud’ger’s glave 
He for a time did much desire his precious life to save 

1271 214C 

Now did sir Rud’ger’s liegemen true rush on their Bnrgund foes 
One saw .them, like their valiant lord, deal out most dreadful blows, 

The capons which they bore m hand cut through both helm and shield 
I< ull many a Burgund knight was forced his vital breath to yield 

1272 2147 
Also the vcary-oncs did smite with strength and gallantry 

Such blows, as cut right deep and clean Bechlaren’s yeomanry 
Through their bnght iron coats-of-raail, making the blood to spout 
They, in this onslaught, wonders did within, and eke without! 

1273 2148 / 

The vholc of Rud’ger’s men had got within the ample hall, 

Then Hagen, and sir Volcher brave, with rage did on them fall 
Thc^ ga\o no quarter, save to one, and he was Rudegerl 
la crimson streams the living gore gushed from their iron gear 

1274 

The cla'^hings of the hostile sverds effected frightful sound 
Beneath the heaAy blows up-flew the steel that biickleis bound, 

And all the jewelled bosses leaped into the blood below' 

The Minting pro\ed more desperate than foe e’er dealt to foe 
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1276 I 3150 

The lord of Bechlam, to and fro, did divers pathways form, 

Like one "^ho through abounding strength buffets a raging storm, 

That day revealed to all the world his combating was such, 

As verily to prove him knight of courage overmuch 

1276 2152 

He also proved to ev’ry eye his more than common strength — 

And well-wrought arms — knight fell on knight, markmg in blood his length 
That had a Burgund chieftain watched — with rage-suspended breath! 

— Then did appear the nigh approach of noble Rud’ger’s deatL 

, 1277 

Stout Gemot, king of Burgundie, then cned with all his might. 

Unto Bechlaren’s slaying lord, ‘you’ll slaughter every knight 
‘That I have in my trasty tram — desist, sir Rudegerl 
‘It pams me so, that I must try your prowess to deter 

1278 

‘Now must your gift untowardly be raised with heartfelt pain 
‘Against yourself — for vengeance due to me for those you’ve slam, 

‘So wend this way thy noble front, thou good and valiant man' 

‘Thy gift I’ll wield in this affair — with all the skill I can ’ 

1279 2155 
Ere that the margrave turned him round, to wage the dual fight. 

He stained with crimson gore the mail of many a gallant knight 
At length those aspirants of fame did on each other run. 

Using their swords and shields with skdl the battle had begun 

1280 2156 

Them weapons bore so keen an edge, that warding proved m vain 
Sir Rud’ger smote king Gerenot a blow, with might and mam. 

Upon his Hint-hard helmet’s dome, which made the blood spirt out 
That quickly was returned to him — by Gerenot the stout. 


2153 


2154 
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1281 215-7 

Who swung sir Rud’ger’s gift around right royal head, I trow 
—And though endamaged unto death— he smote him such a blou 
As cleft his bossed and ample shield, also his helmets brace. 

Thereof, did noble Rudeger die m a moments space’ 

1282 . 215S 

Never did generous gift entafl on gner such sad lot' — 

So fell the two illuslnous chiefs — Rud’ger, and Gerenot, 

In onslaught, and same minute, slam — and each by other’s hand 
When Hagen that great damage saw, he thus addressed his band, 

1283 2159 

SaMna in grief, and gmnmest mood, ‘our losses give me pain, 

‘But most of all, these ^alIanl men — each by the other slam' 

‘Lieges and lands can ne’er repair the e-nl that is done 
‘No- 5\ are his men within our powr — since Rudeger is gone’’ — 

1284 2160 
— ‘Oh woe IS me' my brother’s slam — here death has done his worst' 
‘IIo-vs cs’r^ moment bnngs ray ear some tale of loss accurst' 

‘1, Gunther, must lament the death of Rudeger the bra\e 

‘The damage is on both sides great — and great the gnef ue ha\e’ 

1 285 2161 
Ii\hcn that voung Giselhcr beheld his brother Gemot dead — 

All focc, uilhm the ample haD, had present death to dread. 

Tor thc\ -nho were of Rod gcrs band, -u ere hewn doum there and then 
Not one escaped of all the count’s beloicd and loval men' 

12SG 21C1 

Said r.ivclher, ‘as cier wont — death has the belter share' 

‘ Aon let us ceacc to ueep and wail — and seek the outer an, 

That ‘^o i\e stnfc-wom knights ma\ cool our hauberks of defence 
It seems to me that God ordains — we scape not hnne hence’’ 
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1287 

Now saw one sternest warriors sit, or lounge, or leaning stand 
They A\cre again unoccupied — all those of Rud’gci’s hand 
Lay sti etched upon the gory llooi, — the sound of blows assuaged 
Such quiet lasted e’en until king Etzol gicw enraged 

1288 

. ‘Alas' for senices like these,’ said wathful Etzel’s wife, 

‘lie has not loyalty enough, to end this galling strife 
‘Hy causing them to pay in gore our giicfs and miseiy 
‘Methinks, sir Rud’gcr means that they get back to Buigundie 

1289 

‘What apt return ha\c we, my lordl foi all the largesses 
‘From us obtained? — he has done ill, and skulked his services! 
‘Would he not bring about a peace foi those wo bid him slay?’ 
Thereon spake Yolchci ■with much Avrath, m his blunt honest way, 

1290 

‘Alas! the mattei stands not so — thou wife of royal knight' 

‘And dared I charge with telling lies a lady of such might 
‘Then would I say, ‘you hellishly have slandered Rudeger’’ 

‘lie and his men have cheated been — touching that ‘peace’ affair 

1291 

' So AVillmgly he strove to do all that the king did crave — 

‘That he, and all his valiant men, have found a goiy giave! 

‘Now must Chricmhilda cast about foi others to command 
‘ — Rud’gcr was loyal to the last, in heart as well as hand 

1292 

‘Is she aveiso to tiust my word, then may she ease her doubt’ 

(To add unto her bosom pangs the thing was hi ought about) — 

They earned Rud’gei’s corpse to wheie the king the same could see 
The gallant Hunmsh knights ne’ei knew such heaitfelt miseiy' 

16 
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1293 2170 

^ow when they saw Bechlaren’s count, borne dead before their eyes 
(But that It baffles clerkly art) descnption were to pnze 
Of the abounding plamt that rose from women and from men, 

"UTien from the bottom of their hearts they wept, and wept agen 

1294 2171 
King Etzel’s lamentations were so very loud of tone, 

That like unto a lion’s roar the echo of his moan 
Returned unto the mighty king — also unto the queen' 

They wept mnumerable tears, for Rudeger, I ween 

1295 2172 
The wailing everywhere increased in volume, and on tongue, 

So that the rending shrieks of woe from tow’rs and palace rung ^ 

A Veronese, of Dietrich’s train, heard something of this woe. 

And with the fearful news from thence on fleetest foot did go, 

1296 2173 
Saying unto Verona’s prince, 'give ear, lord Dieterich, 

‘To what I’ve seen of sorrows great — such as make stout heart sickl 
‘In all my life I ne’er have heard lament so loud, at least, 

‘I fear me that the king himself — is dead, while at the feast 

1297 2174 

‘Else how could all the people be so overcome by grief? 

‘That Etzel, or the queen has died, is my most firm belief, 

‘ And that by orkings of the guests whom danger has allied 
‘Whole bands of courtly knights I saw — weeping some woe-betidel’ 

1298 2175 
Then said Verona’s gallant chief, ‘my trusty lieges all, 

‘Judge not too rashly of vhat’s happed at that strange festival 
Much that the homclcss-oncs ha\c done — they were compelled to do' 
I-cl those wlio scorned the peace I urged, their vengeful wrath now rue’ 





1299 




1300. 

To liim replied su Bielencli, ‘ wlien wcVc onrscKcs to blame. 
‘An ill-timcd question sometimes puts tlic parties in a flame, 
‘TN^hicb causes brave bmglit oftentimes unwished affront to take 
‘I do doclme, sir Wolfbarl keen, -that ^ou inquiry makcl* 


1301 

Then Dietnch sent sir Helprich out— ho was of noble mind — 
To see if be from Etzel’s men the honest truth could find, 

Or from the guests obtain account of what w as rcails done 
—Never was seen, at any court, so much of woe-begone. 


'rr.i 




1302 51V.I 

The messenger did quickly ask, ‘what may have happened here?' 

Then one from ’mongsl the crowd replied, * we witnessed disappear 
•Him who afforded us most 30-^ , within this llunnish land*— 

'Here lies, quite dead, sir Rudegerl o’erthrown by Burgund hand 


1303 

‘Not one remains to tell the tale, of those he took therein’’ 
Such was to Helpnch proof enough of a nght gnc^ous sin , 
He never heard a sad account with more mfenso surprise 1 
Thai messenger to D.eiermh went back w,U. weeping c) cs 


•mat mfonnalion bring you then?’ said xabanl Dielcrich 

The ''n T'T ’"S'”® Itclpencl,?' 

The nehle knigh, replied thereto, -great cause to Jo^e I 
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1305 

Then snid the hero of ^ crone, ‘ihc Lord of hea\en forfend' 

•That v\crc indeed a strong reNcngc — a lamentable end' — 

How could cir Riidcgcr ha\c earned of them such base reward'? 

‘I know that he at all limes had for them sincere regard ’ 

130G 21S3 

Then ra'^liK spake ^ir Wolfhart bold, ‘if so the matter stands, 

Then nui't thc\ puni'^hmcnt rccenc, b-j slaughter of all hands, 

Were we to ‘^ulTcr ‘^uch to pass — it were inglorious' 

‘There was a tunc when Rudegcr good ser%acc rendered us’ 

1307 2181 

The wortliN chief of Amclung desired more proof bo sought 
Till n ‘i.it him down on window scat, in deep and painful thought 
Anon, caul he, ‘go, Hildebrand, unto the Burgund guests, 

‘ \nd get from them a true account — of how the matter rests'?’ 

130S 2183 

Tlie dauntless wnnaor Hildebrand right ready was to go, 

( .I'liiii; aside his ample shield, — and weaponry, also 

I or lie would seek the roaal guests in simple garb of peace 

lint that displeased his sifter’s son — who blamed such bold caprice 

1309 2ISC 

Thus vpnkc Ills nephew, Wolfliart grim, 'what' will -^ou go unarmed? 

— Thin do \ou not return again — unslandercd, or unharmed’ 

With iiisnlt and disgrace pcVchancc, tlica’ll Hildebrand send back 
1 pri\ Mm, anil’ — \oii then wall be prepared for all attack ’ 

niO 

Hu n did old m istrr Hildebrand with Wolfliarl’s wish compK 

1 111 I r> hi w IS aware of it, there stood m paiiopb 

ill Md. him Du trie), s host of kiiigdits_sw ords drawn for keen surprise 

lue I HIM d til. htro dm pist pi,,, — for he planned othciwasp 
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1311 21«8 
Said lie, ‘wlicic purpose you to go?’ ‘with you, brave chiefs’’ said they, 
‘For wo would know if Hagen now' hath got so much to say, 

‘And hcai if he gnes scornful speech — as lie w'as wont to do ’ 

When that he heard, ho could not well reprove the wairiors true 

1312 *9 2180 

Then saw bold Volchci coming on this fully armed array. 

Of fair Verona’s splendid knights, who W'oro m Dietrich’s pay, 

With shields on arm already braced, and naked swoids m hand 
lie told it quickly to his lords — the kings of Burgund land 

1313 2190 
In this guise spake the minstrel knight, ‘from yonder comes amain 

‘A gallant host for w'ar, I fear — they are of Dietrich’s tram, 

‘And ha\c their helmets on, and biaced — forsure, they purpose strife! 
‘Now comes the worst — wo, homeless ones, may each take leave oflifel’ 

1314 2191 
It lasted but a little time, ore Hildebrand stepped foith. 

Placing before his feet the shield — as do such knights of worth 
He then addressed the valiant men who w'heie of Gunthei’s band 
‘Say, what did margrave Budeger to you of Burgund land? 

1315 2192 

‘I am a messenger to you fiom Dietrich, my hege lord! 

‘To know if Bechlarn’s noble count was slam by Burgund sword, 

‘As we has been informed by some, who W'cll the matter know? 

‘ — Wo can’t umavel this affair of complicated woel’ 

1316 2193 

Then said sir Tronyian Hagen bold, ‘the news may be believed, 

‘Yet do I wish with all my lieait that you had been deceived, 

‘Foi then the noble Budeger, whom man and wife must mourn, 

‘Would still have lived to cheer our hearts — nor left us thus forlorn ’ 
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1317 ^104 

\Micn now was heard that Rudeger lay numbered with the dead, 

All Dictnch’s knights did mourn, aloud, lus noble spuit fled 
bo strong tlicir gncf and sorrow w ere, that tears gushed out amam, 

^Mllch trickled down from c^e to ohm — they all felt bosom pain' 

1318 2105 
Then said duke Siegeslab, a knight who from Verona came, 

‘Alas' the end of that pure lo\e, and kindly friendship flame, 

•Vhich Rudeger did manifest — after our great defeat' 

* — The champion of the horaelcss-ones lies slaughtered at their feet’ 

1319 219G 

Thereon ‘;pakc one of Amelung — sir AVolfwein braio and true' 

'Did I this da-^, in crimson gore, my slaughtered father view, 

‘I should not sorrow over him raoro tlian this friend of mine 
‘Alas! who shall consolement take unto the margravine?’ 

1320 2197 
Then spake «ir Wolfliart, ra':h and bold, in verj angr^' mood 

‘Viio now Will leail, to battle fields, array of heroes good? 

‘NMnch ln<; been done so oft wnlh fame, b^ margrave Rudegei ' 

‘ ala*;' he can no more apply tlio urging spur’ 

1321 21 DS 
Ilclpnch and Volflirand, knight*; of note, and brave sir Ilelmenot, 

And all tlu'ir friend*; in Dietrich’s bond, bewailed sir Rud’gers lot, 

1 or «obbine noble Hildebrand no question more could ask 
haul he, ‘now, knightsl perfonn the will of him who set the taski 

]3'2'2 21130 

(live U' forthwith from out the hall, the corpse of Rudeger, 

‘V ho^i dcith IS nuse of «o much gncf to all these men of war' 

Til it w ( ri I'lv . b\ obseqmc':, his martial feat of v ore, 

\i il frici'd'liips shown to us, as well as iiianv more 
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X323 2200 

‘We, like yourseh es, are strangers here, as also Rndeger 
‘Why keep us thus m sad suspense — let’s take him to mter 
‘ Out of your way that so, m death, to Bechlam’s martial son 
‘We honour do, while yet he lived, it had been better donel’ 

1324 2201 
Thereon said Gunther of the Rhine, ‘ne^er was worthier deed 

‘Than lliat which fnends peiform for friend, whose death has made it need 
‘I call it highest loyally in those who can do so, — 

‘You worthily that great agiace on Rudeger bestow’ 

1325 2202 
‘How long have we to beg and wait*?’ said Wolfhart, afterwards 

‘For him who was our best support, — now slaughtered by your swords 
‘So that he is no more for us the living, but the dead' 

‘Give us the corpse — that we the knight may place in earthy bed ’ 

1326 2203 
For answer, Yolcher thus replied, ‘none here will brmg him youl 
‘Yourseh es may fetch him from the hall where he, so brave and true 
‘Fell, by a death-wound deep^and long, into a gor^'^ flood' 

‘Such services to Rudeger are honourably good ’ 

1327 220-1 
Then said rash Wolfhart angnly, ‘sir fiddleman, God knows' 

‘That we are not m mood to take aflront from finends, or foes 
‘And dared I break my lord’s commands, it should go ill with thee, 

‘But that must be postponed — m that all strife’s forbidden me 

1328 2205 
Thereto replied the minstrel knight, ‘him who is much afraid 

‘To do what honour bids him do, and by ‘forbid’ is staid 
‘ilethinks, I ne’er can estimate as of heroic mood ’ 

Sir Hagen found his comrade’s speech pre-emmendy good' 
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1329 

ill \ou nol hold ijOur scornful tongue?’ said Wolfhart waxing warm, 
‘Tlicn ^ill I so nnlanc Aonr strings — that when by Rhine you charm, 

‘On ^ou^ return from fcstl^al, ■\ou’Il something have to say 
‘^our liaught\ insolence, forsure' with int’rest Fll repay’ 

1330 2207 
The fiddlcman rejoined thereto ‘ere vou my tones o’erwhelm, 

‘ — Robbing the strings of harmon'j — the sheen upon thy helm 
‘Mu*;! be made dull b^ smeaiy gore, through fiddlebow of mine 
hclhcr I ndc again, or no — unto the ri\er Rhine ’ 

1331 2208 
olfliart thereat would rush on him — furious to make attack 

Rut Hildebrand, his uncle bra^e, with prowess held him back 
‘I ‘:cc,’ ‘^aid he, ‘•jour headlong rage will bring on you disgrace, 

'And none of us will dare to meet our \ahanl ruler’s face’ — 

1332 2209 
‘I el loo^c, good master ITiIdcbrand' that lion of rash mood, 

‘That 80 he come within m^ reach’ — so said the fiddler good, 

‘And though he ma^ liaNc slam a host of ^allanl men before, 

‘1 11 finite him such a ^tmgmg blow — that he replies no more’ 

1333 2210 
Thereat the knighthood of ^ crone were pul in angrs mood 

l\f)ini,irt nn\\ raided his ample targe — he was a warrior good — 

\nd hie a liuimn. lion rushed upon his Burgiind foe 

Tin b irid of Dn inch s \ahant knights along with him did go 

133t ooii 

^\ld^ r i^h and spniuN strides, he reached the steps which led to hall, 
bill am H III Ibid br.md, suU alert, was ^\allmc^ there withal, 

1 O' iitir I lo fightm'_ It imi«l come — himself would be the first 
- Till \ found dm Rurmmd guests ^\Ilhm, rjiiilc rcad\ for the worst 
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1335 2212 
On Tron-\ne Hagen, quick as thought, sprang master Hildebrand 

One heard the clashing of the glares, ^nelded by cither’s hand 
It r. ell might be remarked that they were filled with reckless ire 
From helm and targe their swords brought out bright sparks of crnnson fire 

1336 2213 
But they got sundered in the dm and mshmgs of the fight 

That did occur through Dietrich’s men, who bad the greater mighti 
Thus was bra\ e master Hildebrand fi-om Hagen borne away 
Then rushed sir Wolfhart on his foe — he would sir Yolcher sla^', 

1337 221 j 
And smote the fiddleman with might upon his helmet’s sheen. 

Through the thick helm-crest went the edge of his sharp sword, I ween. 
That was repaid by potent blow, struck by the mmstrel knight. 

Thereby sir TYolfhart bemg stunned, more cautiously did fight 

^ 133S 2215 

Bright fire did e^’^\'whe^e proceed, from out them coats-of-mail. 

The grimmest hate inspired them both — -set neither could prevail 
Then YTolfwem, gallant Veronese' those combatants did part 
He that had never undertook — had he not owned brave heart' 

1339 2216 
Gunther of Burgundie opposed, wth battle-ready hand, 

The strongest heroes that did come from Ameinngen land. 

And Giselher, the brother-kmg smote helmets more and more 
He, in the storm and conflict dire — made many red with gore 

1340 221 s 
Helpnch and Wichart, two brave knights, eke Gerhart and Ritschart, 

In many a battle’s dm had they performed conrageous part 
That was self evident to aU who smote m Gunther’s band. 

Also one saw, m this attack, much done by Wolfbrands hand. 
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1S41 

if enraged be^ond conlroid fought aged Hildebrand 
\nd min\ a bra\e and stubborn knight b\ valiant 5Volfharts hand 
\Vn< vounded unto death and fell amidst the clotted gore. 

— So did tho-e knights rex engc the \x ounds of xx orthy Kudegcr. 

1342. ;;;o 

Al'O duke Siegcstab did fight — as well his strength allowed* 

Ilelh' xxliat xxell wrought helms he split amidst the wramng crowd 

— He a brave knicht of Vmclunc and Dietrichs sisters son’ 

x_. »- 

— 5o greater feats, in this onslaught In any one xxere done 

IStx =2^1 

"Vthen \olchcr braxcsl of the braxe became aware of how 
Sir ‘^ieuc''iab the callanV duke, did cause from hauberks floxx 
In stream': the xital cnm«'On blood he proxed m mighty rage, 

\rd ru'hod upon the x'ahant duke — who soon ceased war to wage 

1S14 til! 

Throuji min'lrel-kniglit sir Siogestab did quicklx life depart 
I or Vohhcr cave him <nch strong proofs of his siipcnor art 
T1 all le fo1! ^millen bx h^^ swonl on to the corx floor 
Snell raddx, Ihldohrand rexenged’ — thereto he still had poxxcr 

ni5 

'0 xxov' iv me, m\ honoured lord' said master Hildebrand 
Thini 1 ov; lure a hfolo'C cnrp<io. slmghtered bx A'ol(.her< hand 
^o\^ vinll tlic liildUman no more such potent xxairfire xxace’ 

Tk m 1 nn; Hildehrand felt anef and mo^t destniclixc rn^e 

...I 

Ih ‘I O*. r \ oh her wuh «uch force that from hi« helmet-hand 
Vr I li »_ In 1 n .and anip’e ^htcUl ''Ub'orxicnt to In^. hand, 

I’l ( i’'il •‘p' nv -- Hi w nlumt — Miriin-inc foe and friend 
hi t' d -I ! _h* H I lol rind braxe \olLher found hi^ end 
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1347 2225 

'When Dietncli’s band of valiant knights picssed onward to the fight, 

Full many a helm was split m twain, and cut were haubeiks bright 
And broken s^^old-pOInts oft were seen to fly into the an! 

They fetched out stieams of boiling blood thiough many a helmet there 

13-18 222 c 

When now the gallant Hagen saw that Volcher biave was slam, 

No hap, throughout the festival, did bring to him such pain 
Whethei by loss of kindred neai, oi his own hegemon true 
Grim Hagen’s ultion of his friend was terrible to view 

1349 2227 
‘Old Hildebrand shall not enjoy the triumph of his falll 
‘Tiuly, my helpmate by his hand writhed in this gory hall 
‘Of best companion I e’er knew — alasl I am bereft’ 

Ho raised his shield, and rushed along, slaying on light and left 

1350 

Meantime, su Wolfhart hewed himself a passage here and there — 
Slaying without rcmoise all those who Gunthei’s liegemen were — 

Three times had he, with slaughtering glave, cmcled the ample hall 
And many a val’rous knight, thiough him, met early woe-befalll 

1351 

Then called to him sir Giselher, with loud and stunning voice, 

‘Alasl that I of such biave foe must make unwilling choice' 

‘Thou noble and heroic knight — turn youi brave front on me, 

‘I’ll help thee to thine end, that so I end thy butchery’ 

1352 2331 
Su Wolfhait quickly turned about, and lan at Gisler bold 

They fought until the two brave knights had gashes manifold 
With such impetuosity did he pi ess on the king. 

That from the floor, as high as head, the flowing gore did spimg 


2229 


3230 



252 


1353 2232 

mch nnd llca^^l^ struck blows, sir Giselher the kind 
bcccncd the hero— Wolfliart bra\e’ a knight of lofty mind 
llni\c\cr strong the ^\ar^lO^ pro\cd — he boldly was wathstood 
iScicr did ^oung king show more skill, or Cght m better mood' 

1354 2233 

He emote sir Wolfhart’s hauberk through, how c\ er strongly made, 

So that the blood from gush beneath flowed o’er his trusty blade 
Mounded unto the ^cr^ death was Dietrich’s liegeman true 
— lie muei ha\e been a potent knight, who such keen work could do 

1355 2234 

Mlicn \aliant "Woiniart felt the wound which he had just recened, 

He cael hie buckler to the ground, and his broad gla\c upbca\ed 
It wae a weapon 5cr^ sharp, and \<yy strong to mow — 

M nil It he emote sir Gisclhcr, through helm and hauberk too 

135G 2233 

Gie’ler nnd M'olflinrt both did die — each by the other slain 
Now hsed there not another knight of all sir Dietrich’s train 
When that old Hildebrand beheld the noble NYolfliarl fall 
He felt a pang which nothing but his own death could recall 

1357 2230 

And dead were tho<;c of Gunther’s band, who came from Burgundic, 

\' wi 11 as all sir DicInch s knights then Hildebrand went lie 
To win n ^ir Molflnrt still did writhe, in reeking crimson blood, 

Ai d il ispcd within his stalwart anns that warrior bra\c and good, 

135S ..T 

Tlnt In ini'_li' t ikf' lain from the hall, — but after struing much, 
lb w is nnnpi 11( d to put linn down his wi mhtincss was such' 

11 n did do d' nils wounded ono o[)Cn his oorc-tlosod c\os 
\' 1 iw ill It iw Is Ills iiiich bn\c — would help hmi to arise 
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1359 2238 
Said ho, the wounded-unto-death, ‘kind uncle, all is o’er! 

‘No help can you, or any one, rcndei knight Wolfhart moie' 

'One parting woid I leave with the — beware of Hagen’s brand 
‘lie has in heait and arm a power which nothing can withstand 

1360 2230 
‘If that my friends, when I am dead, do wmep and wail foi me 

‘Then to the best and near akin — say, with much clemency, 

‘That they desist from heait-laraent — nor of my fall complain, 

‘Foi that I found a glorious death, being by king’s hand slain! 

1361 2240 
‘And for my death, I’ve had levengc, so much as may atone, 

‘In manner such as many a Avifo must woefully bemoan 
‘Should any wish fiom your tiuc lips moie full account to gam 
‘Say, Mith mine own hand, in the hall, one bundled knights I’ve slain ’ 

1362 2241 

Then did sir Hagen's thoughts again recui to Yolcher brave , 

Who of his gallant life was lobbed by Hildebrand’s keen glave 
Said he unto that worthy knight, ‘you must my loss repay; 

‘For that you’ve slam full many a knight, m this bemoaned affray’ 

1363 2242 
Then smote he Hildebrand with might — which one with heed might heai 
Was done by ‘Balmung glave’ it was that part of Siegfiied’s gear 
Which Hagen took, when he the chief so tieacherously slew 

— Old Hildebrand did waid his blows with skill and courage too 

1364 2243 

Himself did wield a matchless sword — ’Iwas weighty, keen, and broad 
With it he smote sir Hagen bold, but though it cut his guaid, 

He could not wound king Gunthei’s man by dint of stiength or ait 
Then smote sir Hagen him agam — which did his hauberk part 
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1365 2244 

lien Ilildcbrand fonnd out that he a deepish wound had got, 
lie thought, from Tronyie Hagen’s hand, more harm would bo his lot. 
Therefore he used his ample targe to cover his retreat. 

And though sore wounded, he did run from Hagen somewhat fleet 

1366 . 2245 

bon h\ed of all the Burgund knights, no more than these bold two 
Gunther, the king of Burgundic, and Hagen keen and true! 

Sir Hildebrand, although his blood did sanguine make the ground. 

Got nc'crthcless, with the sad news — to where he Dietrich found 

1367 224 G 
lie ‘^an the hero quite alone, in very pensive mood 

bow must he hear of greater w'oe — for Hild’brand Tore him stood 
He scanned him o'er, and found that he was much besmeared with gore 
Then asked about the cause thereof, and sundry questions more 

1368 2247 

'^aid he, ‘now tell me, Hildebrand, how came you in such plight? 

Are ^011 distaincd with own life’s gore — or blood of other knight? 

‘^^lth the braNC guests in EtT-cl’s hall you skirmish must have had 
•'Twerc better aou had left undone — what stcmly I forbad’’ 

1369 2218 
‘^aul Hildebrand unto liis lord, ‘Ilagcn the wound did give’ 

‘He <;niotc me in the palace hall — and, ns T hope to Inc, 

Jint when 1 was about to turn from that all potent man 
I ‘•c irco had time to ':a\c ni) life, — though from that fiend I ran ’ 

1J<0 1240 

Then '■aid the ruler of Verone, ‘"vou lin\c been rightlv seised! 

\ou 1 now that from lho«c salianl guest*; iin friendship nc\cr sw'crscd, 
\Uo, \mi ln\c infnngcd the peace I profiered with own bicalli 
I re t not tint iwould be la'^ting shame — thou shouldst atone In death ’ 
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10/1 2250 
— 'Now deal not angrily with mo, loid Dietrich kind and good' 

‘The loss sustained is past belief, m this most frightful feud 
‘We purposed from the palace hall to bear the count away, 

‘But that small boon tho Buigund knights did angrily gainsay’ 

1372 ^ 2261 

— ‘Alas, alas, this dreadful news! and is sir Rud’ger dead? 

‘That IS tho most distiossing woo, which to my eai has sped 
‘Gothnd, tho matchless raargrawno, is unto me allied 
‘Alas! foi those poor orphans too, who m Bechlam abide'’ 

1373 2262 
Sir Rud’ger’s death o’orwhclmcd the prince with sorrow and with grief, 
Tlicn did the warrior’s tears gush out — which gave him some relief 
‘Oh woe is me! my worthy friend — what have I lost m thee! 

‘King Elzel’s valiant knight can ne’er be mourned enough by me! 

1374 2253 
‘Now know you, master Hildebrand! the name of him to say 

‘Who of king Gunther’s dauntless band brave Rudeger did slay?’ 

Said he, ‘that did sir Gcienot, a king of Buigund land 
‘But he at same time lost his life — by noble Rud’gei’s hand!’ 

1375 T) 2254 

Then said he to sii Ilildobiand, ‘inform my maitial tram 

‘That they do arm themselves, forthwith — I must the cause attain 
‘And order that with speed be brought the brightest arms I have, 

‘Foi to the Burgund knights I’ll go, and furthei tidings ciave ’ 

1376 2255 
Said Hildebrand with much surprise, ‘who shall go with my lord? 

‘You SCO before you all your host — upon my knightly word' 

‘I am the only one who lives — the rest are motionless!’ 

Piincc Dictuch shuddeied at tho news — o’er great was his distress 
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1377 

lie nc\cr since lie wielded sword had suffered such a blow 
Saul lie, ‘Mhat, all mj liegeman true in this affair laid low? 

‘Then has m^ God forsaken me,— oh wTetched Dieterich’ 

‘I v,as a ruler powerful, august, and chnalric'’ 

1378 2257 

Again said Vcronc’s \aliant chief, ‘I cannot understand 

‘lIo\N all the skilful knights could die, that were in my brave band, 

‘From prowess of those wcar^'-ones who stood in such bad plight 
•Had it not been for ray ill-luck — they had survived the fight. 

1379 2258 

•Since that ni'^ wa^w\ard fortune will o’erwhelm me with its flow 
•Sa% ' of the strangers, lues there one to triumph o’er our w^oe?’ 

Saul master Hildebrand, ‘God knows' there li\es of them not one, 

•Save Hagen, the bold Tronyian chief— and Gunther, Dankrath's son’ 

1380 220O 
— ‘And Vi olfliarl — most gallant knight' of thee too am I shorn? 

I alinnst do accursc the da'j that c\er I was bom 
olflirand, and Wolfw ein bra% c and strong, eke Siegstab, my right hand ' 
‘NMio now will aid and succour me in Amelungen land? 

C 1381 22G0 

• \nd Helfncli, keenest man of might — is he too ’raongst the slam? 

• \nd (icrolnrl, and ^^lcllart bold"^ — when cease I to complain' 

• — Till*. IS to me the final da\ of all m'j jo\s on earth 

‘ \1 1 '-’ tint from c\cc88i\c gnef none c\cr meet with death’ 

ns2 ooci 

''ir I)i> Inch now liim>-clf did fetch liN hauberk and his shield , 

Vnd HihU brand dnl lu'lp him arm — rciuh his aid to Aield 
II 11 did lilt br nc and 'lalwart thief such lamentations make, 

Tb it friiiii hi" di rp dr iwn -igli*^ and groans, the hou^e began to shake 
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Thcjcb'j he ^oon possessed ngmn lus ^^on(cd dauntlcssness 
TIic noble knigbt had armed himself amukl his soul’s distress 
An ample and 'ocll laboured largo he carried in his liand 
So ^\cnl ho forth — accompanied by mastci Ilildcbiand 

J3S1 22C3 

Tlicn said sirllagcn, Tionyc’s chief, ‘I see one diavMngnigh 
‘It i<^ ‘:ir Dietrich of Verone, m hostile panoply, 

‘because of damage ^^c ha\c done unto lus maitial might 
‘ — Well, be It so' — to-day amII pro\c, mIio is the better knight 

13S5 22C-1 

•Is Diclnch of Verona gro^\•n so arrogant and ^am 
'As to surmise lus body strength is of such mighl-and-main, 

‘As that he can rc\cngo on us the cmI that is done? 

‘Mctlimks, I still am man enough to cope Midi any one’ 

13SC 2263 

That speech of Hagen’s Dietrich heard — eke master Hildebrand 
Thev came to wlicrc the Burgund knights did then together stand, 

■\\1nch •S’, as on outside palace door — leaning against the hall 
Sir Dietrich placed upon the ground lus ample shield •mthal 

1387 2266 

O’erpressed by deeph seated grief, Verona’s prince began 
‘Sa\, Gunther, monarch of the Rhine — such deed why hast thou done 
‘’Gainst me, a stranger in this land, how ha\o I injuicd thee? 

‘Of the small comfoit I possessed, thou hast deprived me 

I3SS 2267 

‘You were not satisfied therewith — that ^ou su Rud’ger slew’, 

‘B^ A3 Inch -jou caused me heartfelt grief, and loss of comrade true, 

‘But ^ou must slaughter all those knights who served me loyall 3 ’ 

‘So had I noAer done lowaids you, Iiow'e'er the cause might be 

17 
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1389 

Rcncci upon "^ovir noble seUcs — and ponder o cr yonr case, 

\\ iili dcalh of ^ our best friends and kin— tbe pressure and disgrace' 
‘Sucb pondering, mclbinks, wilb you, will sorr\|' mood impart' 

•Alas, alas! sir Rud’gcr's death has sadly scathed my heart 

1390 ‘22CD 
‘Nothing, forsurc, could happen worse in that respect or this, 

Iloarl-rcnding pangs we both have got ohl -^ou have done amiss! 

hat little jo^ to mo remained, has been dispelled by you 
‘I nc\cr can bemoan enough m^ friends and n amors true'’ 

1391 2270 

\A 0 arc not quite so much to blame,’ said Hagen in reply, 

'Tor to due hall -^our knighthood came in warlike panoply, 

‘In \( ho<;tilc ^\a^ ’Inn as done — madlv they on us stormed! 

Motlnnks, about the nliolc affair •jou ha\c been misinformed ’ — 

1392 2271 
— ‘AA'liai nia\ 1 credit? nliat bclic\e? — 'tnas Hildebrand told me 
‘S.ning that when mv Amcluiig knights desired respectfully 

‘That 'voii noiild give them from the hall bra\c Rud’gcr of Bechlam, 

Thc\ uot from -iours refusal straight, and words of galling scorn’ 

1393 2272 
Then ';aid king Gunther of the Rhine, Mhc-^ haughtily would bear 

’^ir Uiiiltior*^ cor^c awa^ from hence’ — if 1 refused, howe’er, 

•'urh wac not done to cro'is ^our knights— but Etzel in despite 
W olflnrl thereon gren indolent, depending on lus might ’ 

1391 

rh( n e ltd the ruler of A crone, ‘so mu<=t the matter be 
but iiunther noble king of Rhino' b% ^ou^ lush courtes'j, 

Mill me amend- for all the cau'JO ^ou’^c gnen mo to gricte, 
f‘7 ‘■lull atoning deed a- 1 uith honour max rcceuc 
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1395 2271 

‘It you, and ■jour (rue liegemen bold, surrender mslantlJ^ 

‘Then ^Mll I guard and coinfoit -jou -sMlh gieal Gdelity, 

‘So (hat \Mlhin (ho Ilunnish land no peison do you harm 
‘Thou c\cr shall rocci\o horn me (icatmcnl sincere and warm’ 

139G 2275 

'rorbul It God of hca\cn and earth!' said Ilagen m like words, 

‘Thai t\\o such knights should rondci up (o •jou (heir (rusty swords' 

‘The hNo (hat now before "jou stand, arc stalwart still, and armed, 

‘And their ficc agenej as "jet has been but little harmed’ 

1397 2276 

‘You ought not to refuse the tot ms,’ said Dictcrich the bold, 

‘For both of -jou ha\c done me ^^rong — keenly and manifold 
‘You ha^c to giicf and sorrow doomed my hcail as A\ell ns mind 
‘ riicrcforc that •jou atonement make — 1 just and piopci find 

1398 2277 
*I pledge to -JOU, morcoNcr, sire' — confirmed by my right hand, 

‘That I m-jsclf ^Mll iidc with you unto your Rhenish land, 

‘Being "jour safeguard on the load — or die m your defence, 

‘And for your sake forget, for aye, (he causes of offence ’ 

1399 2278 
‘Withhold your impoilumlics,’ quoth Ilagen, m rude T\ay 

‘’Tuonld do ns lillle honour, troth' that any one should say 
‘That tuo such stalwart knights had been the captives of youi hand 
‘For all ^our knightly aid, methinks, is doughty Ilildebrand! 

1400 2279 
Thereto rejoined sir Hildebrand, ‘God know'S, sir Hagen keen! 

‘The peace my lord has offeied you, is kindly mter\ene 
'The hour approaches w'hen the same you’d take most thankfully 
‘Methinks, atonement such as this right comforting should he’’ 

17* 
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1401 2280 

•Trust me, I 'nould accept such terms,’ said Hagen scornfully, 

•Ere I, T\iih c^a^enllkc disgrace, from single knight would flee' 

•A«; did sir Hildebrand, crcwhilc, so readily effect. 

• — I thought he would ha\c faced a foe with more of self respect'’ 

1402 2281 
for answer Hildebrand rejoined, ‘reproof you should not w'leld' 

‘Wio was’t that sot on 'Wasken-rock — leaning upon his shield, 

‘\Micn Spanish Walthcr ha\oc made ’mongst his akin and friends? 
‘\ou\c done enough for deep remorse — and all too late amends'’ 

1403 2282 
Thereon said ^allant Bielerich, ‘it ill becomes ^ou knights 

‘To band^ most affronting words — like wncs in market fights 
' — In -vou, bra\c master Hildebrand, I such disgrace forbid. 

‘Alas' for me, I \c weight of woe, of which I would be nd 

ItOt 2283 

‘Aow tell me Hagen, Tronye’s chief’ said Dietrich earnestU 
^\hat were ^ou heroes talking of so confidentially, 

‘AMicn that ^oii saw me coming on, clothed in m^ warring gear? 

‘ — '\ou said, raethinks, ‘to measure swords with him I do not fear’ 

1405 228-1 

‘Tint, no one here will contradict'' said Hagen, the bra\e knight, 

‘And tip'hol I’m prepared to tr\ — b’j strenuously struck smile, 

’-—If tint 1 break not ‘Balmung’ keen, my Aibelungcn sword 
1 III \c':cd because you wish that we should yield of own accord ’ 

1 I0G 65 

\Mi< n I)n Inch ftilK understood sir Hagen’s wrathful mind, 

Th. Ml ran warrior to hn arm the ample shield did bind 

Th- n with huge -tmlcs adr,\M, the stairs Hagen to meet him ran, 

\iiJ With firm'll ‘Hilmurig sword’ the knight encounter fierce began 
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1407 22S6 

Sir Dietencb was well aware tbat the undaunted chief 
Fought with impetuosity — therefore, m that belief, 

He sought to waid ■mth trusty shield his quick and pondrous blows 
Hagen to Dietrich was well known — yet now they met as foes 

1408. 2287 

He also ‘Balmung’ \^ould avoid — that all too potent brand. 

Yet Dietrich now and then did use, right skilfully, his hand. 

Until at last the Tronyian knight constrained was to succumb 
— He smote him such a deadly gash as made his stout hmbs numb 

1409 2288 
Thought Dieterich, ‘ the man is weak through Jong continued strife 

* ’Tv ould little to my fame redound, were I to take his life ’ 

‘Theiefore I’ll tr^", by dmt of strength, to make the gallant foe 
‘Follow my steps as capti\e knight — vith gnef I must do so’’ 

1410 2289 

He cast his ample shield aside — bemg of vondrous strength. 

And compassed Hagen with his arms — then threw him all his length 
So, after struggling, was o’erpo v ered that celebrated chief 
The kmg of Burgundie now felt unutterable grief 

141L 2290 

Dietrich did bind sir Hagen’s arms — then led him where he found 
Chnemhild and ga^ e into her hands, as captive tightly bound, 

The most indomitable knight that ever buckler bare 
Thereat her joy was great — of gnef she’d had her share 

1412 2291 

She bent to Dietnch gladsomely — and thus to him she said 
‘Mayst thou through life feel happiness, in heart as well as head! 

‘Whereas you ve now consoled me for my many tears and sighs, 

‘1 viU reward you splendidly — or death must me surprise’’ 
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1419 2298 
At length the vanquished lung was bound by valiant Dietrich’s hand 

— Howe’er true kings should not endure the press of fettering band, 

Still Dietrich thought, if unrestrained were Gunther and his knight, 

’Twas present death to any one, on whom they chanced to light 

1420 2299 
Dietrich then took him by the hand — thus weaponless and bound, 

Unto the spot where he, before, had queen Chnemhilda found 

— ‘Welcome to Gunther of the Rhine — hero of Burgundiel’ — 

‘God prosper you,’ the king replied — ‘if that’s meant honestly’ 

1421 2300 
He added, ‘I must thank you much — sister, still dear to me! 

‘If that same greeting unto mo was purposed gi’aciously 
‘But, since I know that you are of unbounded vengeful mood, 

‘ Such to sir Hagen, or to me, presages nothing good ’ 

1422 2301 

Then said the hero of Verone, ‘illustrious Hunnish queen! 

‘Never appeared, as captive bound, so brave a knight, I ween, 

‘As he I’ve handed o’ei to you — with loyal courtesy 

‘ At youi fair hands let him partake of favour due to me ! ’ 

{ 

1423 2302 
She said, she would perform his wish — Dietrich then went away. 

With eyes suffused by scalding tears, fiom him who late held his way 

— Chnemhilda did revenge her MTongs, in way that wll affright 
She slaughtered, without fear, or shame, the king, and loyal knight' 

1424 2303 ^ 

They both were singly manacled, m fast and dreary place, 

So that those knights ne’er saw again each other, face to face. 

Save when she took her bi other’s head to Hagen, with owm hand 

— Gluiemliilda’s vengeful wTath was such, as baffles all command 
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1425 2304 

Tlicn went the queen Chnemhild to where sir Hagen met her siglit 
I wot, full nithlcss proNcd her speech onto the captive knight’ 

■\M1I \ou rctnm, mthoul dclav, that which -von took from me? 

‘Tlicn ma\ vou reach mth life -jour home, m distant Burgundie.’ 

1426 230J 

Tlicrcto replied the angered chief, *^our praver is made in vain 
‘Most noble daughter of a king’ for I an oath have ta’cn 
'That I nill ne’er diuilgc the place where lies the hoard concealed 
•So long as either king doth h\c — it will not be revealed’’ 

1427 2306 
'Then mil I make short work of it’’ so said the lofly wife 

She gave behest that Gunther brave should forthwith lose his life 
llis head was hewn from off its tnink — which bv the hair she took, 

And bore it to the Tronvic chief, who mournfully did look 

1428 2307 

Upon the gha'itlv, dnpping head of his much honoured king, 

Then to Cbncmhilda he again severe remark did bnng 

'Tlioii ha*:! indeed thy will fulfilled — ending with brother’s blood’ 

‘ \nd, vcnlv, in such a way, as I did fear vou would 

1429 230S 

•Now i*: tlic noble Iturgund king prepared for carl^ grave' 

'I ke Gicclhcr, the voiing and good — and Gerenot the brave' 

Where the 'Old hoard ho'; hid is, now, known but to God and me' 

' \nd elnll from lliec, accursed wife' for ever hidden be ’ 

1430 230 "' 
Said vhc, ‘vou’vc foul aioiicnicnt made in purpose, deed, and word 
‘Therefore mil 1 po«''C‘:<: mv'clf of virtuous Siegfrieds •'Word — 

•Tint which he bore on ‘•talwart thigh, when lad 1 «:aw llic chief 
Wli("-e death h iv ever been to me — a keen, heart-rending gnef 
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1431 2310 
She drew it from the well known sheath — Hagen could not pievent, — 
To take the warrior’s life, forthwith, was her unmasked intent 

She swung it with both hands, and smote his head from off its tiunk 
Kmg Etzel saw the vengeful deed — and from its horror shrunk’ 

1432 2311 
‘Alas’’ the Hun king sighing said, ‘how does the mattei stand — 

‘That he, the boldest of all knights, should fall by woman’s hand‘d 
‘He, who in onslaught was the first — the bravest that boie shield ’ 
‘Although he was mine enemy, I fam to sorrow -jneld ’ 

1433 2312 
Then spake the ancient Hildebrand, ‘she shall no gammer be 

‘Through this same deed of deadly hate — whate’er becomes of me’ 
‘Although he brought myself unto a very gulp of breath 
‘I ne’ertheless will work revenge for valiant Hagen’s death’’ 

1434 2313 
Thereon did master Hildebrand lun at the fau’ Chriemhild — 

And smote so with his keen edged sword, that he the Hun queen killed 
Tiuly, she felt abounding fear, and dreadfully amazed 1 
— What helped it that she loudly shrieked, when he his arm upraised‘s. 

1435 2314 
— Where’er one looked, the dead were seen, lying in clotted gore 

In pieces hewn lay Chriemhild’s corse, upon the dungeon’s floor 
Dietrich and Etzel now began to grieve and weep anew 
They inwardly bewailed the loss of friends, and liegemen true 

1436 2315 

Thus were the mighty of the earth by hand of death laid low ’ 

The people all bemoaned aloud — and much of grief did know 
Thus m keen sufl’nngs end was made of Etzel’s festival 
As joy and woe will ever be, the heiitage of all! 


IS 
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1437 2316 

I cannot tidings gi^e of \sLat did afterwards lake place, 

Further than this — fair viife and knight were seen with weeping face, 

\nd eke the trash -^comanr^- wept for their friends no less 
Thus ba\c I brought unto an end ‘tee mbikiGEr’s distress’ 


THE E^D 
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